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Locals trying to recover a body stuck under an overturned bus, which skidded off Kaliganj-Kotchandpur road in Jhenidah
yesterday. Some 20 people were also injured in the accident.

Road crashes claim 7 lives

STAR REPORT

At least seven persons including two col-
lege students were killed in separate road
accidents across the country yesterday.

In Dhaka, college student Mehedi Hasan
Rifat, 17, and Jahangir Hossain, 20, died after
their bike skidded off a road while getting on
Mayor Mohammad Hanif Flyover.

Jahangir succumbed to his injuries at a
private hospital in the capital while Mehedi
died at Dhaka Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH), reports our correspondent.

Two others were also injured in the acci-
dent, said Sub-inspector Mafiz Uddin of
Jatrabari Police Station, They were admitted
to DMCH, he added.

The accident took place while a group of
youths were returning from Mawa at
5:30am yesterday, the officer further said.

In Barisal, another college student
Ashique Hasan 20, and Mim, 22, were killed
on the spotin a head-on collision between a
bus and a bike in Kashipur area of Sadar
upazila, police said.

The incident also left Faruk Hossain
critically injured, who was admitted to
Barisal Sher-e-Bangla Medical College
Hospital, police added.

In Narayanganj, schoolteacher Tahmina

Akter Shiuli, 45, was killed after a Dhaka-
bound truck ran her over while she was
crossing a road in Mograpara Chaurasta
area, police quoted her brother as saying.

She was assistant teacher of Roypara
High School of Gazaria upazila in
Munshiganj.

The body was sent to Narayanganj
General Hospital for an autopsy, police
said adding, the truck was seized but the
driver fled.

In Kurigram, Nurnahar Begum, 45, was
killed and six others were injured when a
Dhaka-bound bus collided head on with a
battery-run auto-rickshaw near Chhinay
Bazar under Rajahat upazila, police said
quoting locals.

The injured were taken to a local hospi-
tal. Of them, two were later referred to
Rangpur Medical College Hospital, police
added.

Meanwhile in Jhenidah, an unidentified
man was killed and 20 others were injured
when a Dhaka-bound bus fell into a ditch
beside Kaliganj-Kotchandpur road, police
quoted locals as saying,

The injured were taken to Kaliganj
Upazila Health Complex. The body was

sent for autopsy.
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School student found dead in Ctg
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Thousands of crores of taka
were embezzled from
banks and smuggled
abroad with the govern-
ment remaining silent to
get the money back, said
eminent jurist Dr Kamal
Hossain yesterday.

"I do not see any visible
step...” in this regard, he
said.

The corrupt involved in
looting the country's
wealth should be brought

to book in a bid to ensure Crry DESK

A school student was found hanging from the ceiling
in his bedroom at his house in Boalkhali upazila of
Chittagong yesterday.

All Hasan, 15, was a class X student of Gomdandi
Pilot High School in the upazila.

Quoting family members, police said when the boy
did not respond till 8:00am, his family members broke
open the door and found his body hanging. The boy
had spoke to his mother and elder sister the night
before, and to his father earlier in the evening, the
family said. They cannot think of any reason for which
he might want to end his life, they added.

Prof Mizanul Haq passes away

people's rights, he added.

Dressed in “black coats”,
the “perpetrators” commit-
ted such illegal activities,
said Dr Kamal, also presi-
dent of Gonoforum.

He was addressing a
views exchange meeting
with lawyers at Dhaka
Reporters' Unity.

Jatiya Oikya Prokriya, a
citizen's platform,

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8

Quader exposed

FROM PAGE 3

Speaking at a discussion, the BNP leader further said, “He
(Quader) disclosed it impulsively what we've long been
suspecting. We would like to clearly say that people won't let
you (government) implement your blueprint.”

Nagorik Odhikar Andolon, a pro-BNP platform, organ-
ised the programme at Jatiya Press Club, demanding release
of party Chairperson Khaleda Zia from jail.

On Friday, Quader told reporters that their party’s victory is
just a matter of formality since the country's people are very
happy with their government’s massive development work.

Moudud, a BNP standing committee member, said their
party's popularity is continuously increasing as the govern-
ment kept Khaleda injailin a "false” case.

He alleged that the government is hatching various plots
to prolong her release.

The BNP leader, however, hoped that Khaleda would walk
out of jail soon and democracy would be restored in the
country.

Recalling that AL President Sheikh Hasina described care-
taker government formula as her brainchild in 1996, Moudud
said the ruling party forgot that it imposed hartals for 174 days,
set fire to petrol pumps, many vehicles and killed many people
to force then BNP government to accept its demand.

He said AL is now resorting to lies and unethically opposing
the election-time neutral government in fear of losing power.

Moudud said the fall of the current “autocratic” govern-
ment is now a matter of time as no despotic government
across the world could stay in power for a long time.

Prof Dr Mizanul Haq, former head of the
Department of Forensic Medicine at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, passed away on
Friday in a city hospital, aged 64, said a
press release.

He left behind his wife, a son, a daugh- -,
ter and a host of relatives and friends to mourn his
death. The veteran physician had also served at Green Life
Hospital and Samorita Hospital in the capital. His namaz-
e-janaza was held at Green Life Hospital. He will be
buried at the Azimpur graveyard. A qulkwani will be
held at his residence after the Asr prayers on Friday.

Emptiness is all they have

FROM PAGE 4
relatives and friends. Finally, one of his uncles
from Dhaka asked them to start for Bangladesh
immediately. “I heard some passengers sur-
vived the crash and prayed that my parents
were amongthem,” he added.

They caught a Turkish Airlines flight from
Alberta to Dhaka at 4:00pm on that very day,

but reached Dhaka on Thursday morning as
they missed a connecting flight.

Kaiser and his younger brother Md Toukir
Imam, 26, have been living in Canada for last five
and three years respectively. “We want to visit our
home in Rajshahi. But, we are afraid of seeing the
empty house. There will be no one to welcome us,
toembraceuswith love and affection.”

Rahul accuses BJP of spreading hatred

FROM PAGE 3

“The nation is tired and is looking for a way
out. The Congress can only show the way
ahead,” Rahul said in his brief inaugural
speech at the first plenary since he took over as
party president three months ago from his
mother Sonia Gandhi.

Rahul's remarks came in the midst of efforts by
different regional parties to put together a joint
non-Congress and non-BJP opposition in the
coming parliamentary elections. Separately,
Congress too is trying to cobble together a
broader opposition alliance of regional parties
to take on BJP in the elections.

The plenary is also being attended by a
three-member Awami League delegation
including AL presidium member Abdur
Razzak, former foreign minister Dipu Moni,
and the party's Assistant Office Secretary

Biplob Barua.

Rahul alleged BJP's "emphasis on divisive
politics" has taken its focus away from key issues
like unemployment and farmers' distress.

He claimed that Congress is the only party
that can take the country forward, bringing
along with it each and every citizen regardless
of caste or creed.

He said the difference between BJP and
Congress is that BJP spread anger and hatred
while Congress spread love and brotherhood.

"This country belongs to everyone, every
religion, every caste and every person and the
Congress party is for everyone and we will not
leave anyone behind," Rahul said.

The two-day plenary session is being
attended by senior Congress leaders including
former party president Sonia Gandhi and
former prime minister Manmohan Singh.
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RU website: A window

FROM PAGE 3
organisations in the university.

The university authorities do not take any initiative to
highlight them on the website, she said, adding that the
initiative could help create a positive image of the univer-
sity.

Jewel Mamun, an economics student, said, “We have
many academic buildings and dormitories named after
great personalities.”

“But many of us do not know the history and sacrifices
of these great personalities. The authorities can update
details about them in 'Academic Building' and 'Residential
Hall' sections of the website”, he added.

A teacher, seeking anonymity, told this correspondent
that the university authorities never publish the decisions
taken in regular syndicate meetings.

But the students have a right to know them. These
decisions should be uploaded on the website, he said.

Another teacher, Abdullahil Baki of mass communica-
tion and journalism department, said, “We have to face
problems especially during the admission season when the
server remains down.”

When contacted, Director of RU ICT Centre, Prof
Khademul Islam Molla, said they were only assigned to
build the website.

“There are over 1,200 teachers; so, it is quite impossi-
ble for us to gather and update all of their academic infor-
mation,” he said, urging the teachers to update their own
profiles as they have been given ID and passwords.

While talking to The Daily Star, RU Vice Chancellor
Prof M Abdus Sobhan said he had already been informed
that the website was not being updated regularly.

He will instruct the responsible bodies to update the
website soon, added the VC.
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The law enforcers then took
Sumon to their office and
tortured him again,

They also assaulted
some senior journalists
when they went to the DB
office the same day.

Later, the journalists
informed the matter to
BMP Deputy
Commissioner Golam Rauf
who regretted the incident
and ordered actions against
the eight DB men.

Sumon alleged that the
DB team attacked him
when he asked about the
drive.

"They got furious when I
introduce myself as a jour-
nalist,” he alleged, adding
that the law men also
threatened to implicate
him in a drug case and kill
him in crossfire,

Residential and Commercial Plots to be Sold at

PRIME LOCATIONS

Near the 300 feet wide Purbachal Highway and 100 feet
~wide Madani Avenue, not far from the city’s aristocratic
| neighborhood Gulshan, Baridhara and
US Embassy — some plots are ready for
Residential and Commercial establishments which are
to be sold at attractive prices.

 Please Call: (+88) 01799-998188, 01799-998182




