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Bodies of 4 Bangladeshi
peacekeepers arrive

They died in mine explosion

in Mali on Feb 28

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The bodies of four Bangladeshi UN peacekeepers, who died
in a mine explosion in Mali on February 28, arrived in
Dhaka yesterday afternoon.

A special flight carrying the bodies landed at Hazrat
Shahjalal International Airport around 5:00pm, said Lt Col
Alamgir, director of Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR).

The dead are Warrant Officer Abul Kalam, Lance

Corporal Aktar, Sainik Rayhan, and Sainik (cook) Jamal.

The namaz-e-janaza of the deceased peacekeepers is
scheduled to be held this morning at 8:30am at the Dhaka

Cantonment, according to an ISPR statement.

Apart from the deceased, four others were injured in the

mine explosion near Douentza in the Mopti region of Mali.

The injured are Corporal Rasel, Sainik Akram, Sainik
Newton and Sainik Rashed.

They were driving on a road linking the towns of Boni
and Douentza in the region, where six Malian soldiers were
killed in a similar incident a day earlier.

Bangladesh is the second largest troop contributor to the
mission in the African country Mali, according to the UN
Peacekeeping website,

Until December 2017, Bangladesh had 1,398 troops
serving in Mali. In September 2017, three Bangladeshi
peacekeepers were killed and four others injured in an
explosion during a clash with criminals in Mali.

Earlier, in 2015, a Bangladeshi peacekeeper was killed
and another sustained bullet injuries in the nation's
capital Bamako.
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The beautiful minds

Benevolence of youths, quick
response of police save baby

boy abandoned by mentally-

imbalanced mother

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

It was around 2:10pm on Wednesday. Tofayel was
poing to visit one of his friends in a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw. When he was near the campus of Shahjalal
University of Science and Technology (Sust), he saw a
woman by the roadside, some 20-25 feet away, giving
birth to a baby. She did it all standing,

Tofayel Ahmed, a travel agency official, was con-
founded by what he saw, but he stopped the auto-
rickshaw and returned to the spot. He did not know
what to do. In the meantime, the woman started
walking, leaving her newborn son behind."She didn't
have any clothes on, and was bleeding,” Tofayelsaid.

“At that moment a thought struck me. I called 999,
the national emergency number,” he said. The
response was quick. “Within three or four minutes,
police called me and asked me to follow the woman.”

Meanwhile, Al Mubin, a third-year student of
Murari Chand College, was passing by the spotin a
motorbike. A roadside crowd stopped him. The
crowd was surrounding a newborn boy.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5
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With the national flag hoisted half-mast across the country, the nation yesterday observed State Mourning Day
to commemorate the victims of flight BS211 of US-Bangla Airlines. At least 49 people, including 26
Bangladeshis, were killed when the plane flying from Dhaka crashed in Kathmandu's Tribhuvan International
Airport on Monday. The photo was taken at the Supreme Court building in the capital.
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Five secretaries transferred

UNB, Dhaka

In a reshuffle in the administration, five top government
officials have been transferred and given new postings.

The public administration ministry issued a notifica-
tion yesterday in this regard.

As per the notification, Senior Secretary of the Water
Resources Ministry Dr Zafar Ahmed Khan has been
transferred to Local Government Division (LGD) while
LGD Secretary Abdul Malek to information ministry.

Acting Information Secretary Nasir Uddin Ahmed has
been made acting cultural affairs secretary while Managing
Director (Additional Secretary) of the Prime Minister
Education Assistance Trust Nurul Amin has been made

Dismiss the DB men:

. attitude

Demand Barisal journalists for torture on video

journalist Sumon; investigation finds the eight accused :
- Ain o Salish Kendra yester-

policemen guilty; recommends departmental action

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Journalists' associations of Barisal city
vesterday demanded “dismissal® of the
eight detectives of Barisal Metropolitan
Police for handcuffing and beating video
journalist Sumon Hasan on Tuesday.

Staging a rally in front of Ashwini Kumar
Hall, they said simply closing the police-
men from their work station is not enough;
strong legal action under the penal code
should be initiated against them and they
should be dismissed from the service.

Barisal Television Media Association
organised the programme, while Barisal
Reporters Unity, Barisal Press Club, and
Barisal Electronic Media Association partici-
pated in the protest.

On the day of the incident, BMP closed
the eight members of Detective Branch for
torturing Sumon Hasan, videographer of
DBC News television network.

Nasir Uddin Mallik, assistant commis-
sioner of DB of BMP, said Sub-inspector (SI)

(ASIs) and five constables were closed to the
Police Lines in Barisal.

BMP also suspended Constable Masud.
The names of the other DB men were not
available immediately.

Meanwhile, in a statement to BMP, tor-
tured journalist Sumon said that on infor-

ducting an anti-drug operation, and he
asked about the drive.

When he gave his professional identity
and wanted some information of the opera-

journalist said, adding later they took him
tured him again there.
briefly lost consciousness. He was later admit-

Hospital with bruises all over his back.
Police, however, said earlier that the

ASK condemns
law enforcers'

. STAFE CORRESPONDENT

- day condemned Tuesday’s
Abul Bashar, two assistant sub-inspectors :

torture of video journalist

- Sumon Hasan by detectives
- in Barisal and Wednesday's
- police attack on anti-quota
. demonstrators in the capital.

In a statement, the rights

- group demanded exem-
. plary administrative and
mation, he went to Beauty Cinema Road of - legal action for the “bar-

the city where a team of DB police was con- :

baric” torture of the jour-

- nalist. This incident reflects
- the vindictiveness of the
: law enforcement agency,

- the statement said.
tion, they beat Sumon up at the spot, the :

+ ASK demanded that law
to the DB office, handcuffed him and tor- :

In a separate statement,

enforcement agencies

 restrain from barring citi-
Sumon said he was also hitin the groinand : zens from practicing their
. civic and political rights.

ted to Barisal Sher-E-Bangla Medical College -

On Tuesday, a team of

. Detective Branch (DB) of
: Barisal Metropolitan Police
SEE PAGE 4 COL 2 -
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acting Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs secretary.

resources ministry as its acting secretary.

3-member AL team flies to India today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister's Office Director General (Additional
Secretary) Kabir Bin Anwar has been sent to water

A three member delegation of Awami League (AL) is

of the Indian National Congress, said a press release.
At the invitation of the party, the team led by AL

presidium member Abdur Razzaque will tomorrow

join the 2-day session to be held at New Delhi.

general secretary Dipu Moni and deputy office secre-
tary Biplab Barua.

It would be the first plenary session after Rahul
Gandhi was elected as Congress president.

Tawfiq's book to be launched today

CITY DESK

flying to India today to attend the 84th plenary session

The other members of the delegation are party joint

The publication ceremony of “Chariot of Life:
Liberation War, Politics and Sojourn in Jail,” an auto-
biographical work by Dr Tawfig-e- Elahi Chowdhury,
Bir Bikram, Advisor for Energy to Prime Minister

The event will be held at the Conference Lounge,
National Press Club at 4:00pm.

as the chief guest while Hayat Saif, Dr Arifa Rahman,

Badrul Ahsan will be present as discussants.

Death anniversary

CITY DESK

Sheikh Hasina, will be held today, said a press release.

Finance Minister AMA Muhith will attend the event

Toufique Imrose Khalidi, Syed Ishtiaque Reza and Syed

Today is the tenth death anniver-
sary of Md Aminul Islam, an
advocate and member of the then
East Pakistan Civil Service (Judi-
cial), says a press release.

A doa mahfil will be held at
his residence 'Nirjhor' in Sherpur
today.

Friends, relatives and well-
wishers are requested to attend the programme.
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3 @ Anniversary Fair

Date: March 13 - 31, 2018 (9 AM - 6 PM)
Venue: Sheltech Lounge, 55 West Panthapath

Projects @
Banani
Bashabo
Chamelibagh
Dhanmondi

New Eskaton
North Badda
Shantinagar
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