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“GDay 2018 Bangladesh” at NSU

A CORRESPONDENT

“GDay 2018 Bangladesh:
Entrepreneurial success through tech-
nology and leadership skills” was held
at North South University (NSU) on
February 9, 2018. Engaging directly
with over 600 participants, the
programme was the largest of its kind
held in Bangladesh.

GDays are a series of large-scale
events conceptualised by Google for
business graduates, tech enthusiasts
and entrepreneurs. These programmes
are spearheaded by Google Business
Groups (GBG), communities of busi-
ness professionals operating in over a
100 locations all around the world.
GBG Sonargaon is one such commu-
nity and organised “GDay 2018
Bangladesh”.

The day-long programme consisted
of 7 separate tracks. Track 1, “Innova-
tion through design thinking”, focused
on a half-day workshop engaging start-
ups and business students in a series of
hands-on trainings, a method utilised
the world over to facilitate innovation.
The session was conducted by Iftekhar
Azam, Onindo Ahmed, and Farhan
Asef of Thinkdemy, a company special-
ising in design thinking,

Struggles of going somewhere new

WASIQUE HASAN

Anyone who says “every mistake is an
adventure” has clearly never gotten lost in
this side of the world. Going to a new place
in Bangladesh is as much of an adventure
as wiping a runny nose with sandpaper,
and here's why:.

Getting lost doesn't leave you totally
helpless. In most cases, you will have
friends who you can call on in times of
need. Unless that need is for accurate direc-
tions, in which case you're flat out of luck.
The moment you ask for directions, they
will turn into greater bumbling idiots
than they already were. Firstly, the instruc-
tions will be convoluted and more diffi-
cult to keep up with than a class lecture.
Then, once you've finally deciphered the
code and reached whatever hellhole
you've been directed to, you'll realize you
could have easily taken a shorter path. In
fact, a small detour to Cox's Bazar would
still have allowed you to get there quicker.

Maybe your friends aren't picking up,
and you want to hasten the process of
finding the address you need to get to. This
would be the right time to ask the locals,
right? Wrong. Not only will they do the
same ridiculous stuff your friends do,
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GBG Sonargaon hosts

Sonargaon, and conducted by Farha
Naz Zaman, Head of Digital
Marketing, Grameenphone, and

Track 2, themed “Learning the ropes
of corporate etiquette”, focused on
incorporating leadership skills into the
future leaders. This session was organ-
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ised and facilitated by Womenwill of NSUSBE.
GBG Sonargaon, an initiative from
Google with an objective to inculcate
not only leadership skills but also
entrepreneurship, digital literacy as
well as an inclusive workplace. The
session was facilitated by Narmin

Tartila Banu, Lead of Womenwill GBG

for education”,
various tools that they can utilise in
order to enhance productivity -

Zarjina Tarana Khalil, Senior Lecturer,

Track 3 and 5, themed “Technology
initiated participants to

be it in
a group work at university, or at work.
Conducted by Synthia Binta Wali and
Benzir Shaon, both Assistant Managers

at Mindshare, the session was a very
timely and useful one as participants
received training at one of NSU's com-
puter labs.

Track 4 and 6 were on Google
Analytics. Conducted by Saqiful Alam,
Lecturer at NSUSBE, the session's pri-
mary focus was on mining insights
using Google technology and making
informed strategic decisions.

Track 7, the final track of the day,
was a motivational session, with a
panel that included Iresh Zaker,
Executive Director, Asiatic JWT; Fatema
Rizwana, HR Director, Nestlé
Bangladesh; Nazika Imam, Head of HR
and ER, HSBC; Hussain Elius, CEQO,
Pathao; and Ayman Sadiq, CEQO, 10
Minute School. They spoke at length
about the passionate journey of an
entrepreneur as well as the hardships
that entrepreneurs have to battle on a
regular basis.

The event was held in collaboration
with Google, NSU School of Business
and Economics (NSUSBE),
Institutional Quality Assurance Cell
(IQAC), NSU Career and Placement
Center (NSUCPC), Boomerang,
Softograph, NSU Social Services Club
(NSUSSC) and NSU International
Business Club (NSUIBC).

they'll also make you realize that choices
aren't always a good thing. When you have
four people giving five different directions,
the direction you choose will almost cer-
tainly be wrong. Oh well, it's not like you
wanted to get somewhere on time or any-
thing.

When these options have failed you and
you're already running late, you might
decide to call upon the wonders of modern
technology. I am, of course, referring to
Google Maps. While this has been accurate
a few times, more often than not it simply
devours mobile data like Google Chrome
devours RAM.

It would be alright if that's all that went
wrong. Given how infrequently the street
view is updated, all of the landmarks you
see in the pictures have been gone for
twenty four years. This leaves you more
than a little disoriented, while the people
around you will wonder why you've
walked along the same stretch of road four
times on the trot, trying to find a store that
no longer exists.

The last and most important hitch won't
be because of your friends, random pedes-
trians, or Google Maps. The one thing that
will constantly trip you up is the city itself.
Not only are there innumerable side alleys

that have no written record
anywhere, but sometimes
there are different places
with the same name.

Did you know that

there are two separate
locations in Banani,
thirty minutes apart,

that have the same

road numbers and house
numbers? There is no dif-
ferentiating between the two
on a map, so good luck to you if
you had an appointment at one
and ended up at the other. [ know I
did. Let's not even get started on the
road numbers in Dhanmondi. With the
combination of old, new and young
adult road numbers, 1 pity those who
have to explain their destinations to a
chauffeur.

Going to new places is fun, however.
The feeling of accomplishment upon suc-
cessfully arriving at a new location almost
makes the effort worth it. Almost.

With a heart of ash and a PC of potato,
Wasique Hasan could use some help. Send
memes to cheer him up at
facebook.com/hasique.wasan



