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DIRECT CARGO FLIGHT TO UK

Biman can now
ship goods

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

National carrier Biman is expected to resume its direct cargo flight to
London today around two years after the UK authorities imposed an
embargo on carrying freights directly to London from Dhaka.

Biman will carry 18 tonnes of cargo, mainly apparel, in a regular passen-
ger flight -- a development that creates hopes for reduced shipment cost and
transit time as well as withdrawal of bans by the European Union, Germany
and Australia on direct cargo flights from Dhaka.

“This is going to mark the end of a long wait. We will be able to play a
bigger role now in shipping our export items, particularly garments,” said
Shakil Meraj, spokesperson for Biman Bangladesh Airlines, at a press con-
ference at its headquarters yesterday:.

The announcement came after the UK authorities gave Biman the certifi-
cation -- ACC3 -- on behalf of the EU on Monday. This certification is an EU
prerequisite for airlines carrying cargo into the EU from a non-EU airport.

According to the European Commission website, “Air carriers that fly air
cargo or mail into the EU from a non-EU airport are required to comply
with the EU ACC3 programme for inbound cargo and mail.”

Biman fulfilled the EU compliance requirement under the ACC3
programme following an audit in February 19-22 this year. Now, there is no
restriction on it in carrying cargo directly to London, said the national car-
rier in a press release yesterday.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Nepalese students join a candlelight vigil in TSC area of Dhaka University yesterday evening to
mourn the victims of Monday's US-Bangla aircraft accident that killed 51 people in Kathmandu.
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39 get death for
Ekram murder

All are activists of Feni AL, BCL,
Jubo League; 16 acquitted

A CORRESPONDENT, Feni

(as price to
rise 1n next

two months
Says Muhith
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A Feni court yesterday sentenced 39 activists of Awami League, Jubo League,
and Chhatra League to death for killing Phulgazi upazila chairman
Ekramul Haque on May 20, 2014,

Feni District and Sessions Judge Aminul Haque delivered the verdict that
acquitted 16 otheraccused.

Of the convicted accused, 17 are on the run.

The court also fined each of the convicted
accused Tk 50,000.

Ekram, who was also the president of Phulgazi
upazila unit AL, was shot and then burnt alive in
his car in broad daylight in Academy Road areain
Feni town.

Four of his associates, including a local jour-
nalist, were also injured.

The 39 convicted accused include Jahangir
Kabir Adel, former joint general secretary of Feni
district unit AL, Zahid Hossain alias Zihad, for-
mer joint general secretary of Phulgazi upazila
unit AL, Abdullahil Mahmud alias Shiblu, former president of ward-5 of
Feni municipality unit AL, Abidul Islam Abid, son of Feni district unit
Mohila AL president, and Mohammad Humayun.

Mahtab Uddin Chowdhury alias Minar, president of Feni district unit
Tanti Dal, Ziaul Alam alias Mister, former joint convener of Feni municipal-
ity unit Jubo League, and Abdur Rahman, former president of Kazirbagh
union unit AL in Feni Sadar, are among the acquitted.

Those who are in jail in the murder case were brought to the court under
tight security.

The judge read out summary of the 173-page judgment.

Public Prosecutor Hafez Ahmed said the state side was satisfied with the
judgment,

In the observation of the verdict, the judge described the murder of Ekram
as horrible and said such incident should not happen again, Hafez said.

The judgment said it had been proved through testimonies and evidence
that convicted accused Zahid, Jahangir, Abdullahil and Humayun were the
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Tigers seek to
capitalise on
momentum

MAZHAR UDDIN from Colombo

“A win can change every- l
thing,” Bangladesh skipper
Mahmudullah Riyad had
said after they lost to India
in their first T201 tri-series
Nidahas Trophy match,
which was the latest in a
long line of disappoint-
ments over the past two
months or so.

The Tigers did manage MAIL ONLINE

Carbon-free limitless
energy wlthm 15 yrs’

Finance Minister AMA Mubhith has said gas
price will go up further in the next two
months and the government will still have
to give subsidy to the energy sector.

He said the country will have to depend
on the international market for its energy
needs as its energy production capacity is
low. And that's why the government would
not be able to supply energy at a low price
for long, the minister told a seminar in the
city's Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel yesterday.

Bangladesh Energy Regulatory
Commission (Berc) organised the
programme titled “Emerging Role of Berc in
2021 and 2041" to mark its 16th anniversary.

Muhith said the government was going
to start importing LNG within next two
months. The gas price would be hiked
once the first consignment of LNG arrives,
he added.

The government has formed a commit-
tee, led by an additional secretary, to make
recommendations about the subsidy
amount, he mentioned.

Nazimuddin Chowdhury, secretary of
the Energy and Mineral Resources
Division, said the supply of LNG might be
started on April 25.

“The gas price will go up once the LNG
is added to the gas network and there is no
alternative to that.”

The government is considering supplying
local gas by blending it with LNG to keep
the gas price at a tolerable level, he added.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

ACC quizzes
three AB Bank

officials

UUNB, Dhaka

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) has
quizzed three high officials
of the AB Bank yesterday
over allegations of embez-
zling Tk 165 crore and
smuggling it to United
Arab Emirates (UAE).
Assistant Director and
Investigation Officer
Gulshan Anowar con-

to grab that one win and it
was a historic one -- chas-
ing down a Bangladesh-
record 215-run target cour-
tesy of a collective
approach from the bats-
men led by Mushfiqur
Rahim's magnificent,
unbeaten 35-ball 72 on
Saturday that helped throw
the tri-nation tournament
wide open.

The confidence boost
from the win has emerged
as the biggest boon for the
Tigers, which was reflected
in their body language
during and after the win
and the belief has once
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dubbed Sparc.

helium.

running within 15 years,

cially in the past few years.

Unlimited green energy could be right around the
corner, according to scientists at MIT who are work-
ing on achieving nuclear fusion through a device

This is the process that powers the sun and stars,
and involves light elements such as hydrogen
smashing together to form heavier elements, like

Huge amounts of energy are released as a result
that can be harvested, without pollutants like
carbon and radioactive waste being produced.

Experts say this source of energy could be up and
thanks to high-
temperature superconductors released commer-

Researchers at MIT have teamed up with a new
private company, Commonwealth Fusion Systems
SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

ducted the interrogation,
ACC Assistant Director
(Public Relations), of the
anti-graft watchdog Pranab
Kumar Bhattacharya said.

The three officials are
Head of Corporate Treasury
Mohammad Mahfuz Ul
Islam, Head of Offshore
Banking Unit Mohammad
Lokman, and Senior Vice
President MN Azim.

Earlier, on December 28
last year, the bank's former
chairman, M Wahidul
Haque and former manag-
ing director M Fazlur
Rahman were quizzed.

Wahidul Haque, along
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Keep Korea sanctions
until progress in talks

US urges UN Security Council

AFP, United Nations

The United States on Monday urged the
United Nations Security Council to main-
tain sanctions on North Korea until there is
real progress toward scrapping Pyongyang's
nuclear weapons program.

US National Security Advisor HR
McMaster met with council ambassadors in
New York, a few days after President Donald
Trump agreed to a summit meeting with
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

"We are all agreed that we are optimistic
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Fight is on for
independence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ongoing non-
cooperation movement's
second phase was nearing its
end.

People all over East
Pakistan were still defying
the martial law and refused
to go to their respective
offices.

Meanwhile,
Bangabandhu, on the topic
of joining the National
parliamentary committee
meeting, gave four condi-
tions.

To press the authority to
accept the four conditions,

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5
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PRAYER TIMING

MARCH 14
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 5051245430 612 7-30
JAMAAT 5-40 1-15 4-45 615 8-00
SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION.
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