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RP SHAHA KILLING

ICT to decide
on indictment
March 28

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes
Tribunal-1 yesterday fixed

March

it will frame charges against
a Tangail man in connection
with the abduction and

killing

Ranada Prasad Shaha, his
son and many others during
the Liberation War in 1971.

The

nal led by Justice Md
Shahinur Islam fixed the
date after prosecution and
defence counsel placed
their arguments.

The

January 10 pressed charges
against Mahbubur Rahman,
69, from Mirzapur in
Tangail for allegedly abduc-
ting and killing Ranada, his
son Bhabani Prasad Shaha
and five others. He has also
been charged with the
abduction and killing of 55

others.

Mahbubur was arrested
on November 7, 2015.

Meanwhile, the tribunal
directed the prosecution to
submit formal charges, if
any, on May 3 in a case filed
against three Habiganj men.

28 to decide whether

of philanthropist

three-member tribu-

prosecution on
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Waste materials dumped indiscriminately in Birja Khal in the port city. Due to this, the channel of the Karnaphuli remains
clogged at various points, causing waterlogging in Rahattarpul area. The photo was taken on Friday.
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SORRY STATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

Lack of quality teachers
to blame: Sir Abed

DU CORRESPONDENT

top 800 universities have an average of 16.5

Brac founder and Chairperson Sir Fazle
Hasan Abed yesterday said the existing
teacher-student ratio and a lack of qualified
teachers are the two main reasons behind
the low quality of higher education in the

country.

He said this at an assembly on higher
education held at the Nabab Nawab Ali
Chowdhury Senate Building on Dhaka

University (DU) campus.

While presenting the keynote speech, Sir
Abed said it is difficult to enable the univer-
sity teachers to get engaged in teaching and
outside class advising,
research and professional development as
there is a wide gap between the number of

students and teachers.

Referring to the Times Higher Education
World University Rankings 2017, he said the

and to pursue

students per staff member whereas in
Bangladesh, the teacher-student ratio in
public universities is 1:26 and in private
universities 1:22 -- far from achieving the
international standard.

He also said the graduates are failing to
meet the market demands due to a lack of
required skills.

“Professional development of university
teachers is limited to obtaining an advance
degree in the respective discipline and they
are seldom trained to acquire pedagogical
skills and engage students in an active learn-
ing process,” added Abed.

In order to achieve global competitive-
ness, he stressed that the teachers should
enhance their knowledge and skills so that
they can guide students effectively.

In orderto bring desired changes in higher
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Cycling for a change
In existing quota-dominated govt

recruitment process
DU CORRESPONDENT

Government job seekers and students brought out a cycle
procession in the capital yesterday to press home their five-
point demand, including reducing the allocation of quota
privileges to 10 percent from the current 56 percent.

To realise their demands, around 100 aspirants started
the procession around 10:00am from the base of Raju
memorial sculpture at the Teachers Student Centre (TSC) on
Dhaka University (DU) campus.

The procession paraded through different educational
institutes in the capital including Jagannath University,
Dhaka Medical College, Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology, and Eden College, and ended
at central library of DLI.

Other demands of the job seekers include recruiting job
seekers to vacant posts on the basis of merit if suitable can-
didates are not found under the quota system, preventing
special recruitment tests for candidates falling under the
quotas, and ensuring unified age for all job seekers.

Talking to The Daily Star, Ali Akkas, a job expectant, said,
"We have been demanding that the government stop the
discrimination in recruitment process caused by the existing
quota system. But a faction is getting us wrong."

“We do not demand scrapping of freedom fighters quota,
instead our demand is to reduce the existing quotas to a
tolerablelevel,” he added.

Terming the quota system "disproportionate”, Hasan Al
Mamun, another job seeker, said, “Many qualified aspirants

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Job seekers at Raju memorial sculpture on Dhaka University campus during a bicycle procession
yesterday, demanding reformation of the quota system for recruitment in government services.

PM 1n S'pore
on four-day
official visit

BSS, Singapore

Prime
Minister
Sheikh
Hasina, who
reached
Singapore
yesterday on
a four-day official visit, is
set to hold talks with
Singapore premier Lee
Hsien Loong today.

Officials said the meeting
is likely to review the issues
of bilateral ties and regional
and international affairs like
the Rohingya crisis.

They said the meeting
will be held at Istana, the
Singapore president's offi-
cial residence where she
will also meet President
Halimah Yacob.

The officials said the
bilateral talks were expected
to conclude with the signing
of six memorandums of
understanding to be wit-
nessed by the two premiers.

NEWSIN
brief

Bangladesh to join multilateral
aerial exercise in India

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Delhi

The first Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) exercise involving air forces of five countries,
including India and Bangladesh, will start at the South
Indian state of Kerala today.

The six-day multilateral exercise, named
“Samvedna” (Solidarity), is the first composite HADR
exercise in South Asian region, and it will also involve
representatives from air forces of Sri Lanka, Nepal and
the UAE, said a defence ministry statement.

The exercise, hosted by the Southern Air Command
of India, will provide an understanding of the scope,
role and task, including challenges in aerial operations,
and ensure better understanding, and sharing of
response procedures among the nations.

BDS, ESDO demand ban on
mercury in dental treatment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government must formulate a policy to prohibit
mercury use in dental treatment and import of all
mercury-added products in Bangladesh, dentists have
demanded.

The call came from a press conference, organised by
Bangladesh Dental Society (BDS), and Environment
and Social Development Organization (ESDO) at
Dhaka Reporters Unity on Saturday.

Speaking at the programme, dentists said they will not
use mercury in dental amalgam filling after June 2018 to
protect human health as well as the environment.

BDS Secretary General Dr Humayun Kabir Bulbul
said dental amalgam releases mercury; so if an expec-
tant or a nursing mother has a silver filling, she can be
exposed to a high level of mercury which can cause
serious problems for her and her baby.

Dr Md Abul Kashem, president of BDS; Syed
Marghub Murshed, chairperson of ESDO, and Dr
Shahriar Hossain, executive vice president of World
Alliance, also spoke.

Nazrul, Jalal new leaders of
newspaper hawkers' association

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Alhaj Md Nazrul Islam
and Haji Jalal Ahmed
Zehadi have been
elected president and
secretary respectively of
Sangbadpatra Hawkers'
Kalyan Bahumukhi .
Samabaya Samity Ltd.  Nazrul Islam Jalal Ahmed

The election for the 9-member management com-
mittee was held on Tuesday in the capital, according to
a press release.

Other office bearers are vice president Kazi
Mohammad Khairul Alam, six members of the man-
agement committee: Md Humayun Kabir, Zahir
Hossain Sagar, Zafar Ahammad, Ruhul Amin Bhuiyan,
Helal Uddin and Md Tonu Miah.

The elected committee has already taken over the
charge of their designated offices.

Mostaba Zaman Popy, councilor of Ward No. 13 of
Dhaka South City Corporation acted as the president
of the election committee.

Ensure

FROM PAGE 3

government has initiated a
programme to generate 500
megawatts of solar-based
electricity for the national
grid.

Enhanced use of solar
power-based energy-etficient
cooking stoves in rural areas
has significantly reduced
emission of harmful gases
and there is a potential in the
use of solar-powered irriga-
tion pumps. “Renewable
energy policy [of Bangladesh]|
also dictates that 10 percent of
our [Bangladesh's| total
electricity requires to be gen-
erated from renewable
sources by 2021," he said.

"Our priorities are often
underpinned by develop-
mental goals of our individual
countries. Nevertheless, we
should not forget to conserve
environment for the benefit
of our future generations. To
this endeavour, we look for-
ward to the unlocking of a
new dynamic in renewable
energy with support from and
solidarity among the member
countries of ISA,” said

STAR President Hamid.
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Give them know-how

FROM PAGE 3

MJEFE Executive Director Shaheen Anam said they have con-
ducted the baseline survey for the project to better under-
stand the situation in the areas.

BCAS Executive Director Atig Rahman said union and
upazila-level plans will be required to tackle the adverse
climate conditions.

Speaking as the chief guest, Environment and Forests
Minister Anisul Islam Mahmud said understanding climate
change is important for the people of the country because of
its geographiclocation.

The minister also said the government has taken an
initiative to reconstruct 139 polders in the southern
regions.

Poldering involves building large embankments around
the perimeter of the islands formed between the crisscross
of rivers in the delta. Inside the polders, there are also dense,
natural networks of canals, and some of the large internal
canals are connected to the surrounding rivers by sluice
gates installed in the polder embankment.

Dilruba Haider, programme specialist of UN Women
Bangladesh; Sharmind Neelormi, associate professor of
economics at Jahangirnagar University; and Ylva Sahlstrand
of Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency (Sida), were also present.
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