DHAKA WEDNESDAY MARCH 7, 2018, FALGUN 23, 1424 BS

2018 HENLEY PASSPORT INDEX

Bangladesh drops

seven notches

RASHIDUL HASAN

The wvalue of Bangladeshi passport has
dropped down further as it now ranks 97th
with a visa-free access to 38 countries, accord-
ing to the latest rankings in the 2018 Henley
Passport Index.

In 2017, Bangladesh ranked 90th.

The index was released in February 13 by
Henley & Partners, a citizenship and planning

THE LEAST FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT

Rank | Country ?ft-gsf;iigllilantries
1 Afghanistan 24
2 Iraq 27
3 S}'Tiﬂ 28
4 Pakistan 30
5 Somalia 32
6 Yemen 35
7 Libya, Nepal 36
8 Eritrea 37
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TOP RANKING COUNTRIES IN SOUTH ASIA

No. of countries
Rank| Country accessible
1  |Maldives with another country |83
2 |India with 3 other countries |56
3 |Bhutan with five other countries| 52
4 |SriLanka with another country |42
Bangladesh
; with 3 other countries 28
6 |Nepal with another country |36
7 |Pakistan 30
8  |Afghanistan 24

firm. For the rankings, it takes into account
how many countries can be visited without
applying for a visa.

The ranking is based on an exclusive data
from the International Air Transport
Association, which maintains the world's
largest database of travel information.

The latest index was based on 199 coun-
tries. Apart from Bangladesh, Lebanon, Iran
and Kosovo also ranked 97th.

Singaporean and Japanese passport holders

have more reasons to cheer as the latest rank-
ings show that the two countries have jointly
secured the top position with citizens of both
the Asian nations now enjoying a visa-free
access to a record 180 destinations, making
their passports the most powerful ones in
the world. The two countries have knocked
Germany off the top spot as the world's most
powerful passport as per the Henley Passport
Index,

German passport holders now enjoy a visa-
free access to 179 countries followed by France,
Italy, Spain, Denmark, Finland, Sweden and
South Korea with a visa-free access to 178
countries.

Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and Pakistan sit at
the bottom of the list for the second year in a
row, allowing a visa-free access to 30 or fewer
countries. With a visa-free access to 24 coun-
tries, Afghan passport ranks 105th, the lowest
position,

Singapore's and Japan's rise in the rankings
comes after LIzbekistan lifted visa requirements
for citizens of both the countries recently.

Apart from Japan, Singapore and South
Korea, there is no other Asian country among
the top ten nations. With a visa-free access to
169 countries, Malaysia ranks 11th globally
alongwith Liechtenstein.

On the other hand, partly as a result of its
recent visa-waiver agreement with the UAE,
China has shown the most growth in its region
compared to last year. China moved up 11
places. It now ranks 74th with a visa-free
access to 64 countries.

The UK has dropped down to the 4th place.
The country's citizens still enjoy a visa-free
access to 177 destinations.

The US continues to hold the 5th place,
offering its passport holders access to 1706
destinations.

The UAE climbed upto 27th place after
gaining entry to China and Ireland earlier this
year. It now provides its citizens with a visa-free
access to 140 destinations worldwide.

Asked, former ambassador Rashed Ahmed
said the value of a country's passport depends
on various factors such as its image abroad,
corruption, democracy, militancy, terrorism
and law and order situation.

Bangladesh's position centring the above
issues is not satisfactory, he said.

The formerdiplomatalso said Bangladesh's
quality of diplomacy has deteriorated. The
country has also failed to highlight its achieve-
ments abroad, he added.
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The partially damaged house of school teacher Gulbar Rahman in Nurpur area of
Taherpur in Rajshahi's Bagmara. A group of youths led by Sohel Rana, Jubo League
president of Ward 7 in Taherpur municipality, allegedly vandalised the house on
Saturday night as the teacher had rebuked Sohel's younger brother for stalking his

students. Inset, a ransacked room inside the house.

Dare not stop a stalker!

The attackers had already left the house before
the police reached the scene, said Nasim Ahmed,
officer-in-charge of Bagmara Police Station.

The tormented family was finally freed.

Following the attack, Gulabar filed a case with
Bagmara Police Station on Sunday accusing Sohel,
his brother Sobuj and 16 others.

Police on Monday arrested three persons. They
are Bangladesh Chhatra League activist Nazmul
Haque, 22, Jubo League activist Afzal Hossain, 30,
and Awami League activist Afiz Uddin, 52 -- all
from Nurpur village. They were sent to jail custody;,
said police.

Gulbar said two female students of his school -
- one of class VI and the other of class IX -- earlier

ANWAR ALIL, Rajshahi

The night was like any other. Being a teacher, he
was reviewing students' scripts while having a
chit-chat with his wife and their five-year-old
daughter, His eldest daughter, a ninth grader, was
preparing her lesson in the other room.

Everything was fine until a band of criminals
changeditall.

On Saturday, around 9:00pm, the thugs
equipped with sticks and sharp weapons sud-
denly started vandalising the tin-roofed house of
Gulbar Rahman, an assistant headteacher of
Jamgram High School in Nurpur area of Taherpur
municipality in Rajshahi's Bagmara upazila.

Gulbar alleged that Sohel Rana, Jubo League
president of Ward 7 of the municipality, led the
attack as he had rebuked Sohel's younger brother,
Sihab Ali Sobuj, for stalking his students.

He said he had done what he was supposed to
do -- coming forward to safeguard his students.
But least he imagined that he would have to pay a

said,

The attackers also tried to break the door of the
bedroom. “I heard an attacker even telling some-
one to shoot me through a hole in a window,” he

“Locked inside, I called the police for help,”
said Gulbar, adding, “Police responded quickly”,
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price for that in such an unpleasant way.

On that night, the attackers were not just van-
dalising his house, at the same time they were
hurling abuse at Gulbar and his family.

At one point, they finally entered the house
after breaking the door, said Gulbar, adding that
his wife had then locked him and his younger
daughter in the bedroom so the attackers could
not harm them.

Soon, several other criminals made their way
inside and ransacked a room and other valuables.

"As they could not find me, they started beat-
ing my wife and eldest daughter and harassed
them, " alleged the teacher. “I can't tell you every-
thing that happened...,” he could not finish his
sentence,

complained to him that Sobuj had been stalking

them forlong.
In the last month, Sobuj entered into female
common room of Jamgram High School and

took photographs of the girls on his maobile

phone. Sobuj even attempted to sexually

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7
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Disregarding public safety and violating traffic rules, bus drivers often engage in drag races on the streets of
Dhaka. Two such buses yesterday rubbed against each other on Topkhana Road across Jatiya Press Club around
noon, causing a tailback in the area. No injury was reported. The two buses later went about their business

without any action by law enforcers.
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New Chinese
envoy to present
credentials today

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Newly appointed Chinese
Ambassador to Bangladesh
Zhang Zuo will present his
credentials to President
Abdul Hamid at
Bangabhaban today.

Zhang Zuo replaced
ambassador Ma Mingqiang,
who left Dhaka in December
late last year without paying
a farewell call on the presi-
dent, prime minister and
foreign minister.

Foreign ministry officials
consider it “departure from
normal diplomatic courtesy”.

Chinese embassy sources
said the newly appointed
Chinese ambassador arrived
in Dhaka on February 12.
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SC verdict on Morshed Khan's

FROM PAGE 4

letter to the ACC asking if they should
reopen the accounts as there were no legal
bars, the ACC lawyer said.

The accounts were subsequently opened
as no evidence of money laundering was
found against the three accused.

The ACC then submitted two petitions to
a Dhaka court to revive the case and seek
permission to reinvestigate the case,

The Dhaka court on June 2, 2016

rejected the petitions and on June 5, 2016
the commission moved the revision peti-
tion before the HC challenging the lower
court orders.

The HC on June 5, 2016 asked the
authorities concerned to freeze the bank
accounts of Morshed, his wife and their son
with the Hong Kong bank and also asked
them to restrain from transferring 16 mil-
lion Hong Kong dollars from the bank till
further orders, he added.
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Bangladesh Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (BCSIR)
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Portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System

The fees for downloading the e-Tender Documents from the National e-GP System Portal have fo be
deposited online through any registered bank branches up to 29/03/2018 at 14:30pm (ID-157895) and
29/03/2018 at 15:00pm (ID-157905). Further information and guidelines are available in the National
e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

GD-612

Shafiqul Islam
Executive Engineer
PWD Division, Pirojpur

and Babul Mia, 30, general secretary of Baraikandi union
unit Shecchasebok League.

The clash ensued between the locals of two villages under
Boroikandi union after an altercation between Gous Mia,
president of the union Awami League unit, and Abdul Latif
Mia, Telikhal union parishad chairman of Companyganj,
police said. The duo died at Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical
College Hospital following injuries sustained in the clash, said
Khairul Fazal, officer-in-charge of Dakshin Surma Police Station.

22 others were injured in the clash and are undergoing

treatment at the hospital.
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