DHAKA TUESDAY MARCH 6, 2018, FALGUN 22, 1424 BS

SOLAR ALLIANCE EVENT
President goes

to India
Thursday

UNB, Dhaka

President
Abdul
Hamid is
going to
India on
. Thursday on
o a five-day
tour to join the founding
ceremony of International
Solar Alliance (ISA).

Hamid will attend the
programme at Cultural
Centre of Presidential
Building in New Delhi on
March 11, his Press Secretary
Md Joynal Abedin told the
news agency yesterday.

The ISA is an alliance of
over 121 countries, mostly
the sunshine ones which lie
either completely or partly
between the Tropic of Cancer
and the Tropic of Capricorn.

ISA's activities began in
2015 with the initiative of
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and former
French President Francois
Hollande to increase the
use of solar energy in bid
to reduce pressure on fossil
fuels. ISA is headquartered
in Gurgaon, India's
Haryana state. Before going
to New Delhi, Joynal
Abedin said President
Hamid will visit various
places of the Indian state of
Meghalaya, where he stayed
during the 1971 Liberation
War, “The president will go
to New Delhi from
Meghalaya via Guwahati of
Assam,” he added. Hamid
1s expected to return home
on March 12,

Abdul Hamid performed
as a sub-sector commander
in the training camp of
freedom fighters at Balat of
Meghalaya during the war.

He received the highest
civilian honor “Swadhinata
Padak” in 2013 for his
contributions to the
Liberation War.

Meanwhile, Indian High
Commissioner in Dhaka
Harsh Vardhan Shringla
met the president at
Bangabhaban in the after-
noon and discussed issues
relating to mutual interests
of the two countries, said
the press secretary.

2ND EDITION

The Baily Star 5

Winners of “The Daily Star News Reading Competition 2018” with guests at a prize giving ceremony at The Daily Star Centre in Dhaka yesterday.
Mohammad Morsalin Akash from Daffodil International University, Muhtasim Fuad from Green University of Bangladesh, Sabbir Hasan from
State University of Bangladesh, Imamul Mottakin from University of Asia Pacific and Rezaul Karim from University of Development
Alternative received crests from The Daily Star Editor and Publisher Mahfuz Anam.

PHOTO: STAR

Hold election to
JS reserved seats

Urge women rights activists
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Women rights activists yesterday demanded direct election
to the reserved seats for women in parliament and increas-
ing the number of such seats by one-third.

Citing scope for women in politics is very little, speakers
urged that women should be encouraged to be more
engaged in their political roles and contribute towards the
development of the society.

The speakers were addressing a rally organised by
Samajik Protirodh Committee, a platform of women and
human rights organisations, at the Swadhinata Chattar in
the capital. The programme was organised to celebrate
International Women's Day on March 8.

At the rally, Ayesha Khanam, president of Bangladesh
Mabhila Parishad said, women with political power should
be further empowered. They should be motivated to partici-
pate in diverse social development activities.

She urged everyone to work in collaboration to empower
women in politics. Sheepa Hafiza, executive director of Ain O
Salish Kendra, said women with political power should be
held accountable and entrusted with more responsibility. So,
there is a strong need for direct election to these seats.

She also said that as violence against women is increas-
ing, more female representatives in parliament are needed.

Afroza Hag Rina, convenor of Jatiyo Nari Jot said, female
representatives in political groups should participate in
policy making, decision making, administration and local
governance.

Ease of travel likely after June

RTHD secretary says during press briefing; assures of action
if corruption found during the process

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Road Transport and Highways
Division (RTHD) foresees that peo-
ple's sufferings will start to dissipate
after June when the RTHD hopes to
complete maintenance work of many
of the roads and highways.

“When these project works end in
June, there will be significant
improvements in the condition of
highways,” RTHD Secretary Nazrul
Islam said at a press briefing yester-
day.

Commenting on an Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC)
report on misappropriation of public
money through construction of sub-
standard roads, he said they would
take action against any RHD engineer
or official if found involved in corrup-
tion,

By April, a notable progress will be
visible in all the work that is being
done, he hoped. “We are doing this
keeping the upcoming Eid season on

our mind.”

Nearly 40 percent of the mainte-
nance works have already been com-
pleted, he said while briefing the
media at the secretariat amid media
reports regarding public sufferings due
to poor road conditions across the
country.,

Nazrul said last year's flood and
heavy rains washed away 4.9 kilo-
metres of highways at 62 points and
inundated 67.2 kilometres the high-
ways at 75 points.

Road network in three hilly districts
was snapped at 251 points due to
landslides while 5,015 kilometres of
highways were affected by the flood, he
added.

Tk 1,704.48 crore have been allo-
cated for maintenance of the roads this
fiscal year while an additional Tk 1,166
crore was sought from the finance
ministry for repairing the highways
damaged by the flood and rain, he
said.

Besides, Tk 13,070.94 crore was
allocated to Roads and Highways
Department (RHD) this fiscal year
under the annual development
programme, he added.

This fiscal year, RHD has taken up
186 repair work projects and 125
projects under the annual develop-
ment program, he said, adding that 23
teams are monitoring the maintenance
works.

Citing a report of the HDM (High-
way Development and Management),
he claimed that highways with por-
tions of good to fair condition have
been increasing over the last three
years. In 2015, it was 56.93 percent
while 62.651n2016 and 73.43 in 2017.

In response to a query regarding the
reasons behind traffic congestion on
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway that
was expanded to four lanes, the secre-
tary said various ongoing works -- instal-
lation of weigh scales and construction

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Death anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
fifth death
anniversary
of former
Awami
League
general
secretary Abdul Jalil,

On the occasion, a doa
mahfil will be held after Zohr
prayers at his native village
Chakpran in Naogaon.

On this day in 2013, he
died at a Singapore hospital,
aged 74. ]Jalil, who was
elected lawmaker from
Naogaon-5 for four terms,
was also a minister during
AL's1996-2001 tenure.

ACC approves

FROM PAGE 3
As per Abdus Salam's direc-
tion, the money was con-
verted to 30,000 Euro with
help of broker house agents.
Fazlur kept 20,000 Euro
at his mother-in-law's house
in Dhaka's East Dania area
from where Rab recovered
the money on December 31,
2015.

in Shahbagh area.

Dhaka University Teachers' Association forms a human
chain on the university campus yesterday, protesting the
attack on Prof Zafar Igbal. Inset, Sammilito Samajik
Andolon does the same in front of the national museum
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ICT indicts four

FROM PAGE 3
But, they sent back the report

for further investigation with
some queries and so they
need three more months to
submit the report, Tureen
said. The tribunal allowed
her prayer. The accused are
Shamsul Alam Bachchu, 70,
and Mofazzal Hossain alias
Abul Basar Md Mofazzal
Hossain, 70, from Trisal
upazila. They are now in jail.

24 §SC

FROM PAGE 3
gather information since
September last year.

The investigations
revealed that most students
were killed on their way to
exam centres or schools,
Mozammel said.

The platform recom-
mended counselling stu-
dents at every school about
road safety, school vehicles
to transport students and a
ban on carrying students

on motorcycle and easy
bike.

Lowest package at Tk 3.33 lakh

FROM PAGE 3

This year, aspirant hajis will have to buy
trolley bags on their own. Last year, hajis had
to pay Tk 2,500 each to hajj agencies to get

trolley bags.

“Around Tk 30 crore was involved in the
trolley bag business in 2017 and more than
half of it was misappropriated by an influen-
tial quarter. That's why, we urged the religious
affairs ministry to take this initiative allowing
the pilgrims to buy their own trolley bags,”

Taslim told The Daily Star.

Although Haab yesterday announced the
lowest package, it said every hajj agency
individually will announce the maximum
cost for a pilgrim under their arrangement.

As per the agreement between Bangladesh
and Saudi Arabia, 1,27,198 Bangladeshis will
be able to perform hajj this year. Of them,
7,198 are set to perform hajj under the gov-

ernment management and the rest are under

private management.

46,505, for performing hajj this year.

Bangladesh.

hajj and umrah policy 2018.

Haab secretary general said.

Asked, he said Haab hopes that hajj man-
agement will be fair this year comparing to the
previous year as they will monitor activities of
the hajj operations of different private hajj tour

operators from the very beginning,

Those who performed hajj or got hajj visas
in the last three years since 2015, have to pay
additional 2,100 Saudi riyals, equivalent to Tk

A hajj agency will be able to send maxi-
mum 300 and minimum 150 pilgrims from

An aircraft can carry three hajj agencies'
pilgrims maximum, according to the draft

The registration of prospective hajis under
private hajj management will start today,

Falsely implicated

FROM PAGE 4

Twenty-four leaders and activists of Awami
League and its associate bodies were killed and
over 300 others suffered splinter injuries in the
August 21 attack. Ivy Rahman, the then Mohila
AL president and also the wife of late president

Zillur Rahman, was amongthe deceased.

Of the 49 accused, eight, including three

former inspectors general of police, are now
on bail, while 18, including Tarique, are

absconding.

court yesterday.

Twenty-three accused, including former
state minister Lutfozzaman Babar and ex-
deputy minister Abdus Salam Pintu who are
now behind bars, were produced before the
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