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Only a free media can ensure
prosperity for Bangladesh

NG

MAHFUZ ANAM

would like to say with the utmost
earnestness that a prosperous
Bangladesh needs a very vibrant, free
media. A thriving Bangladesh needs
journalism of the highest standard. It does
not need restrictive laws like the proposed
Digital Security Act. Instead, a buoyant
Bangladesh needs a very competitive
private sector, a highly disciplined banking
sector and an accountable and transparent
administration. For Bangladesh to flourish,
it needs a democratically elected
government as it has had since the fall of
autocracy. For Bangladesh to grow, it needs
a dynamic but mutually respectful
collaboration between the free media and
the government of the day.

We all believe that Bangladesh has a very
bright future. We are very committed to
working together with the government, with
the bureaucracy, with the private sector, with
the law enforcement agencies, with civil
society bodies—in fact with all the
institutions of the country for the future
growth of Bangladesh.

But please remember that each of us has
our own specific, cut-out role. Just as the
government needs to govern with
transparency and accountability, just as the
MPs of the parliament need to serve their
constituencies, just as the police need to
ensure the proper enforcement of law and
order, just as importantly a free, independent
and ethical media needs to play the role of
the watchdog that it is. If any of us fails to
perform our respective and distinct role, if
police fail in their duty to impart law and
order properly, if the MPs fail to perform
their duties in serving the people, if the
government fails to govern under law, and
similarly, if the free media fails to fulfil its
professional and moral duties, then the
country suffers. Since we all love our country,
let all institutions and professions perform
their respective duties freely, according to
their respective ethical norms.

Many of us know, but perhaps do not
realise, that only two professions are
protected by the constitution which is the
highest authoritative legal document by
which a country is governed. The constitution
is the reference point for good governance, of
justice, of rule of law, and of freedom. And in
that constitution only two professions are
specifically mentioned. They don't talk about
the engineers or the doctors or the
businessmen or the lawyers. They talk only
about the judiciary and the media. Why? Why
does the constitution of every democratic
country mention these two professions?
Because experience has shown, because
history has proven, because it is the truth that
every country has realised, that when you
have an independent judiciary, only then can
you impart justice. When you have an
independent media, only then are the people
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as well as the government well-served.

For example, the government makes
policies, takes important administrative steps,
implements huge, highly expensive projects.
How will the government know if that project
is being implemented properly? How will the
government know if their policies are actually
serving the people they wanted to serve in the
first place? How will they know what people
think of their policies and of the government
as a whole? How will they know the
alternatives to their own policies if dissenting
views are not heard? Will the bureaucracy tell
them the facts on the ground? Will the
official channels tell the truth? Government
after government has fallen in many parts of
the world, including ours, because they solely
depended on official channels to learn the
truth on the ground. Only a free media will
tell the government the truth. So a democratic
government must always realise that for their
own good, for their own success, more than
anything else, they need a free media. That is
what we have been trying to say and do in
The Daily Star for the last 27 years, often if 1
may add, at the risk of being misunderstood.

Many of you may remember, some of you
might have forgotten, that in the past every
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time a hartal was called, every time, without
exception, The Daily Star protested. Every
time the opposition boycotted the
parliament, The Daily Star protested. Every
time the government of the day oppressed the
opposition with police and other forces, The
Daily Star protested. Why? Because we
believed that all such actions harmed
democracy, and were detrimental to the
interest of our country and its people. We
believe that it is only through the
institutionalisation of democracy that we can
ultimately reach sustainable prosperity.

There is a belief that in a country like
Bangladesh, we need development first,
democracy later. I would like to suggest very
strongly that this idea is fundamentally
flawed, intellectually bankrupt and
historically false. Nowhere in the world has it
been proven to be correct.

Though it has been proven to be wrong, it
keeps coming back. We have been told in
other times and in many other countries, that
democracy can wait and development must
come first. "Freedom means nothing in a
hungry stomach,” we are reminded ad
nauseam. For those of you old enough to
remember, we heard it in the days of General
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Ayub Khan during the Pakistan period.

It never worked because democracy and
development go hand in hand. There is no
first and there is no second. And when they
can go hand in hand, only then can
development serve the purpose of the people.
Because, you can have development only for
the rich, the privileged and the powerful. But
if development is for the people, then the
people must have a voice to say what they
think of the development process. And that is
only ensured by democracy which is the only
system that sustains a free and independent
media which, in turn, gives the people the
“voice”.

Ladies and gentlemen, it has been my
singular honour to have led this institution
for the last 25 years. Today, we are 27 years
old. We began with the illustrious leadership
of SM Ali who was the founding editor, along
with the exceptional and committed
stewardship of our founding chairman
Azimur Rahman, founding managing director
AS Mahmud, and founding managing editor
Taufiq Aziz Khan.

It is my privilege that | have been able to
follow their footsteps. It is my good fortune
that I have been able to lead a dedicated
group of very committed, ethical and
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patriotic journalists.

It gives me and my team a great sense of
satisfaction that we have been able to come to
your door every morning for the last 27 years
with issues that concern you. When you had
garbage stinking at your doorstep, we
reported on it. When you suffered in traffic
jams, we spoke on your behalf. When our
rivers were polluted, we raised hell, When our
banks were looted, we shouted at the top of
our voice. When corruption ate away the
hard-earned gains of our people, we revealed
the culprit to the best of our ability. In fact,
on every issue of public concern, we tried to
stand beside you. Unfortunately, much too
often our efforts went unheeded.

Similarly, when democracy, fundamental
rights and rule of law were threatened, we
protested.

And ladies and gentlemen, I assure you, we
are going to continue to protest as best and as
hard as we can.

This protest does not come from any
antagonism to a government, a party or any
group. It comes from our sense of duty as
journalists, our role as the “watchdog” and
our love for our people. It comes from our
patriotism. It comes from the values that we
have inculcated during our Liberation War.
We believe that Bangladesh must grow in the
light of the values that our freedom struggle
represents. We believe that Bangladesh must
be a society of justice. We believe that
Bangladesh must be a country of freedom.
And it is from that belief that, ladies and
gentlemen, our journalism and this paper
will be directed.

[ would like to extend my heartiest and
deeply felt gratitude to my board of directors
because without an enlightened board,
without a board committed to the freedom of
the press, believe me, 1, as an editor, cannot run
this newspaper. Also, my grateful thanks to our
readers, patrons and advertisers who continue
to be beside us. You all may know, or some of
you may not know, that for the last two years
or so, 40 percent of our advertisements have
been cut, not because we failed to serve our
readers or the ethics of journalism, but because
of reasons unknown to us.

In conclusion [ would like to say that The
Daily Star is an ethical, professional and a
patriotic newspaper. It is fully committed to
the future of Bangladesh. And in that
commitment, it is our considered view that
without a free, independent and
professionally competent media, Bangladesh
cannot achieve the success that we wish it to
and it has the capacity to. The Sonar Bangla
we dream of will be a Sonar Bangla of
prosperity and of freedom. And in that
journey to prosperity and freedom, I invite
you all to join The Daily Star.

Thank you very much.
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This Is an edited version of the speech delivered by Mahfuz
Anam, Editor and Publisher of The Daily Star, on the
occasion of the paper's 27th founding anniversary
celebrations held on February 16, 2018,
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, teachers and
staff of
Marjory
Stoneman
Douglas High
School return
to campus in
Parkland,
Florida. But
things will never be the same. After
Marjory, just like after Columbine,
Virginia Tech, Santana, San
Bernardino, Las Vegas..., the debate
on gun control is rekindled and is
surely about to die an early death
(ves, a sad pun), thanks to the gun-
toting lobby.

Lobbying. What a lovely word.
Makes me visualise the lobby of a
five-star hotel adorned with
chandeliers, soft music playing, well
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on topics which I'm sure are not at all
sinister...

Lobbying, the act of influencing
(legislative) decisions. And how is the
“influencing” done? Gee, [ don't
know, it's too complicated. I think
other parts of the world have defined
it in a much simpler way: bribe.

But let's give President Donald
Trump the benefit of the doubt. For
he is a self-made (initially
inheritance made) billionaire with
supposedly no decisions based on
donations. Trump definitively
suggests that teachers in American
schools be armed. Why didn't
anybody think of that? So what if
there's already a dwindling school
budget with teachers getting laid oft
and programmes getting cut? The
money to buy those arms will be
managed just like the funds gathered

reassuring for a seventh grader to
know that the geography teacher has
a pistol in his holster. Finally, school
kids in America will empathise with
a fearful seventh grader in rural
Bangladesh who is in view of his
teacher holding a tree branch that is
freshly peeled off a nearby tree.

But President Trump clarifies. He
is not talking about randomly putting
guns in the hands of teachers, but
arming only those who have already
had extensive experiences with fire
arms, like retired military personnel
turned teachers. So, what in
Bangladesh is corporal punishment
by way of a tree branch, is, in
America, a former US Marine
corporal with a concealed Magnum.

POTUS re-clarifies. What he means
is that there surely are people with
“talent” when it comes to firearms.

a gene-based talent, cannot be
indoctrinated into just about
anybody. So, you walk by a street
shootout and say, “"Hmm, that fellow
looks like he's got talent and can be a
teacher.”

And then President Trump
valiantly says that he would have
just gone into the Florida school
bare armed if he were there during
the incident. Sure, that's the same
level of gallantry that he exhibited
when dodging the Vietnam draft by
way of a bone spur in his foot. That
perhaps explains his constantly
drafting dodgy tweets on the spur of
the moment by putting his foot in
his mouth while picking a bone
with just about everybody opposing
guns.

President Trump goes on to talk
about violence in movies that kids

system. UUhm, Mr President, there
actually ARE rating systems in place
(G, R, PG13, X...). Even my 12-year-
old sitting in Bangladesh knows that.
Well, it all boils down to the
Second Amendment, something that
America sticks to like a diehard (oh
man, another pun...)—"...the right
of the people to keep and bear arms,
shall not be infringed.” Yes, for the
“settlers” to bear arms in the bare
Frontier America to ward off strange
looking, bare chested “hooligans”
(later termed Native Americans)
from the acres and acres of
“properties” created from putting
stakes in the ground at will (did
Trump get the idea of the wall
there?). That somehow still holds in
the US in the age of sophisticated
protection and law enforcement by
police forces, marshals, SWAT, FBI,

to acquire AND bear arms, even if
one is a cuckoo, is well protected by
the likes of the NRA (National Rifle
Association). Then again, in the
most advanced nation on earth,
some things take their own sweet
time—suffrage has been around for
less than a hundred years, still no
female president, the electoral
college alive and kicking, flirting
with a khaki president and reverting
back to the age-old white (ok,
orange)...

And I thought things moved
slowly in Bangladesh.

Naveed Mahbub is an engineer at Ford &
Qualcomm USA and CEO of IBM & Nokia
Siemens Networks Bangladesh turned comedian
{by choice), the host of ATN Bangla's The
Naveed Mahbub Show and ABC Radio's Good
Morning Bangladesh, the founder of Naveed's
Comedy Club.

E-mail: Naveed@NaveedMahbub.com

@” QUOTABLE Quote

JAMES RESTON (1909-1995)
American journalist

Wealth is conspicuous,

but poverty hides:

ACROSS

1 Left over

6 Rugged rock

10 Circus performer
11 Dismissive retort
12 Sports spot

13 City-based

14 Lady's man

15 Allergy sign

16 Yale rooter

17 Jar part

18 Rent out

19 Did some figuring
22 Hangs low

23 Pool sticks

26 Appeared inviting
29 Court concern

32 Sinking signal
33 Train unit

CROSSWORD BY THOMAS JOSEPH

34 Consecutively playwright

36 Vatican VIP 11 Terraces

37 Parting word 15 Naughty act

38 Fusses 17 Suffers defeat

39 Jeans feature 20 Longtime CIA

40 Manual readers rival

41 Parrot snack 21 Couple

42 Irritable 24 Makes hard to
read

Ll 25 New Orleans or

1 Less fresh New York

7 Lets out 27 Farm grazer

early 28 Posh

3 Uncle Sam's home 29 Deceitful bunch

4 Tear asunder 30 Mac-Dowell of

5 Bit of history "Groundhog Day"

6 Make sound 31 Relinquish

7 Defy authority 35 Oboe part

8 Wow 36 Stance

9 "THe Maids" 38 Chiding sound
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YOUR PILLOW IS 50 LUMPY,
ISN'T IT UNCOMFORTABLE? / CUSTOM-MADE,
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IT'S COMFY!

WHAT'S IT
STUFFEP

BY MORT WALKER
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