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If the current
government
survives until the
summer

of 2019,
Netanyahu will
become Israel’s
longest-serving
leader. At the
moment, it is far
from certain he
will last

until then.
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Bibi's Faustian

N
February
13, after

an investigation
that began in
2016, the Israeli
police
recommended
charges against
Prime Minister
Binyamin
Netanyahu for bribery, fraud, and
breach of trust. Now, the spotlight is on
Attorney General Avichai Mandelblit,
who must decide whether to issue a
formal indictment against a man who
has become virtually synonymous with
modern Israeli politics.

If the current government survives
until the summer of 2019, Netanyahu
will become Israel's longest-serving
leader. At the moment, it is far from
certain he will last until then.

Since returning as prime minister in
March 2009—he first held the job from
June 1996 until July 1999—Netanyahu
has overseen unprecedented economic
growth and a series of diplomatic feats.
At the same time, extreme divisiveness
has become a political hallmark of his
tenure, and the drumbeat of potential
war in Syria, Lebanon, and Gaza has
grown deafening. How Netanyahu's
political predicament plays out will
dictate which narrative prevails.

The just-completed police
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inquiries—code-named “Case 1000”
and "Case 2000"—are not the only
legal challenges Netanyahu faces; other
corruption probes are ongoing. The
ripple effect of these scandals—which
include allegations of accepting some
USD 300,000 in gifts over the course of
a decade—could engulf an already-
fragile political dynamic in Israel,
where rivals within Netanyahu's
coalition hold tremendous sway over
him and his Likud faction,

Members of Netanyahu's
government are wary about deciding
their leader’s fate prematurely. But they
are also monitoring carefully which
way the political winds are blowing,
None of his ministers is particularly
interested in new elections, but no one
wants to go down with a sinking ship.

The dilemmas faced by Moshe
Kahlon, the finance minister, and
Naftali Bennett, the education minister,
are instructive. Each currently wields a
degree of influence that would not be
guaranteed in a new Knesset
(parliament). So, as crisis envelops
Netanyahu, members of his
government are focused on amassing
enough accomplishments to appeal to
the electorate on their own merit.

As the slow-motion political tragedy
gathers pace, Netanyahu is rallying his
troops to defend his innocence and
deter any foe from hastening his
demise. But distancing themselves from
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

the perception of wrongdoing will be
essential to his cabinet colleagues'
ability to realise their own long-term
political aspirations, especially if calls
for resignation grow louder.

The danger of this predicament is
that it could make Netanyahu
amenable to the demands of his
coalition's more ambitious factions. For
example, hawks advocating for a more
spirited response to Iranian-sponsored
aggression in the Golan Heights will be
emboldened, as will those insisting on
more construction of Jewish
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and poor quality of life.

As early as 1991 Jica stated that the
city failed to provide the appropriate
number of parks and open spaces.
Approximately 500 acres of land is

maintained by the two City

Corporations and PWD and this is

much less than required.

Many parks and playing fields
have vanished. Just to cite some

examples, the Anwara Udyan,

Armanitola Playing field, Tikatuli
Park and Azimpur Park have almost

disappeared. Shaheed Park of

Mohammadpur has been gulped as

has the Uttara Park of Sector 1

like Nawabganj Park, Lalmatia New

Colony Park on Igbal Road are

occupied, while Jatrabari Crossing

Park is used for housing and garbage.
The open spaces in Mirpur,

with
many direct

biodiversity with
accelerating
economic
development,

= population, land
grabbing, congested housing, tree
felling, and vehicles emitting toxic
fumes leading to extreme pollution

HAKA
is faced

. Many

Gulshan and Uttara were designed
according to planning standards.

But most have been illegally

encroached. The playing field near

Banani and other areas. Many old
trees, beneficial to health and well
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Dhaka ranks 169 out of 178

countries in terms of air quality in

Gulshan 1 has vanished. A section
of Ramna Park has been taken by
the Tennis Complex. Many parks
are not maintained and have
become dumping grounds for
garbage. For instance, where are
Bakshi Bazar Children's Park,
Banani Amtali Park or Hazaribagh
Park?

One recent disastrous aspect of
development by the North City
Corporation (NCC) included
cementing green spaces surrounding
houses, offices and shops in Gulshan,

being, were cut including 10 trees
outside the boundary wall of ocur
residence while I was away. A once
verdant green space is now hard
concrete. Sewerage and road
improvement has killed thousands of
trees on road sides and islands.
Cement in front of houses, banks
and offices reflect heat. According to
a WHO report, excessive heat cost the
lives and health of almost half a
million people in Dhaka city alone.
Do we pay tax to the City
Corporations to worsen our lives?

the Environmental Performance

Index (2014). Trees clean the air of a

highly polluted city, decrease
pollution, increase well being and
beauty in a cost effective way. So
when trees are gone the opposite
happens.

In 1960 Singapore's population
mushroomed but there were few
trees. The government took an

initiative to plant trees. Concrete and
asphalt were replaced with trees. The
"aeration" programme found spaces
for trees and to minimise disturbance

to the root systems while replacing
cables, sewerage lines etc. Even car

parks were planted with trees to
reduce asphalt surface and paved

with perforated slabs to allow flow of

air and water drainage.

Research reveals (BBC) that a tree
reduces particulates by 7 percent to
24 percent. The cooling effect can be
as high as 2 degrees Celsius. Even if
trees are dispersed they cool the air
by 0.5 to 2 degrees Celsius. While the
health benefits of a clump of trees is
greater, even a few trees will improve

air quality and reduce stress.
Trees provide shade, soak

settlements in the West Bank. Ultra-
orthodox powerbrokers will also
pressure Netanyahu not to
accommodate liberal expressions of
Judaism in Israel.

Any one of these groups could
instigate a revolt and compel their
Knesset representatives to bring down
Netanyahu's government. Amid such
pressure, the cost of Netanyahu's
political survival could be steep.

Complicating all of this
is—somewhat ironically—Netanyahu's
relationship with US President Donald

pollution, release water vapour and
cool down heat waves. They absorb
fine particulates which wreak havoc
on human beings and kill some 3.2
million people worldwide annually.
Trees improve air quality in their

immediate vicinity of around 100 feet

area.
With this in view, I went around

some areas of North and South City

Corporation areas finding small and

big open spaces recently cemented or
areas filled with rubbish or wet earth

where mosquitoes and flies buzzed.
Pollution was excessive.

So what is stopping us from
planting trees? The collaboration
between the department of
environment and that of public
health is not present. Required

government law is absent. More parks

and a "Tree Planting Campaign" by
all relevant government agencies
could be the smartest investment for
our polluted city.

Specific trees have to be selected
for absorbing heat, pollutants and
provide pleasant greenery. The
London Plane trees are known for
absorbing pollution and providing
beauty and well being. In
Bangladesh, Bougainvillea, Manila

Neighbourhood
trees and parks
prompts people to
greater physical
activity leading to
better physical
health, reducing
obesity, osteoporosis,
diabetes, improving
mental health and
well being.

Trump. The Israeli government has
been feeling invincible in the United
States—buoyed by the Trump
administration's decisions to recognise
Jerusalem as Israel's capital and move
its embassy there, as well as its open
hostility to the 2015 Iran nuclear deal.

But today, that confidence is waning.
The Trump administration's red line
was apparently crossed this month,
when a White House spokesman issued
a rare rebuke of Netanyahu, dismissing
reports that US officials had discussed
an annexation plan for the West Bank
with their Israeli counterparts. If this
scolding does represent growing
discord, any hard-line tilt in Israel
could further strain the country's
relationship with the US.

Netanyahu is no political neophyte; he
knows exactly what kind of dilemma he
faces. If he goes against his principles and
surrenders to the aggressive demands of
his coalition, he will be compromising his
allegiance to the office he holds and the
country he governs. But if he resists the
temptation to pander, it could very well
mean his downfall. The stakes have never
been higher, both for Netanyahu, and for
the state that, at the moment, he
continues to lead.

Shalom Lipner, a former foreign policy adviser to
the Prime Minister's Office in Jerusalem, is a
nonresident senior fellow at the Center for Middle
East Policy at the Brookings Institution.
Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018.
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palm, debdaru, tamarind, mango,
pippal, acacia, segun, neem, jackfruit,
rain tree (rendi koral), shimul,
banyan and mahogany etc. can be
planted.

Neighbourhood trees and parks
prompts people to greater physical
activity leading to better physical
health, reducing obesity,
osteoporosis, diabetes, improving
mental health and well being. Even
trees in small urban green space can
buffer the noise of cars, construction
work and help in reducing
morbidity. The small dirty nooks
and muddy areas in every locality
need to be cleaned and trees planted
and maintained by the government
along with communities. The
available evidence from WHO
suggests that other than playing
fields, parks and even small, local
green spaces close to where people
live provide mental relaxation. Also,
during rains the water can seep
down into the ground raising the
water table.

The glass enclosed massive
BGMEA building near Sonargaon
Hotel was illegally built on
government land. Demolition order
from the Court has been issued and
as soon as it is demolished the area
could be covered with trees and a
small park. BGMEA is delaying the
demolition using lame excuses. Will
this demolition take place or will
corruption get the upper hand?

The congested city of Tokyo has
demonstrated that association with
trees and parks results in beneficial
immune responses and increased
immunity. Studies have shown an
increase of five years survival of
individuals aged over 70 was
positively associated with green tree
spaces, maintaining trees and walking
in parks.

Do we not want to live longer with
less stress in a pleasant, greener
environment?

Selina Mohsin is a former ambassador
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with the assurance of bti advanced
EARTHQUAKE RESISTANT technology.

“| would like to thank bti on behalf of the University of
Asia Pacific for taking this research initiative on how
to make buildings earthquake resilient and thereby
contribute to a safer built environment.”
Prof. Jamilur Reza Choudhury

Vice-Chancellor
University of Asia Pacific
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