STAR SPORTS SELECT 1

New Zealand v England

2nd 0DI

Live from 7:00am

DSPORT

Pakistan Super League

Islamabad United v Quetta Gladiators

Dhaka Premier League
Time: 9:00am
Prime Bank v Agrani Bank
Venue: KSOAS

Kalabagan KC v Khelaghar SKS
Venue: SBN5

Brothers Union v Shinepukur
Venue: BKSP-3

Neymar has 'small
chance' of playing
against Real

AFP, Paris

Neymar still has a "small chance" of playing against Real
Madrid in the Champions League and there are no plans
for an operation on his cracked bone, Paris Saint-Germain
coach Unai Emery said on Tuesday.

"For Neymar there has been no decision to have an
operation,” said Emery, denying an earlier report in the
Brazilian press that the world's most expensive player would go under the
knife to fix the cracked bone in his foot.

"Neymar is the first to want to play every match, he's very focussed on Real. |
think there's a small chance that he'll be ready for the match," added Emery.

PSG trail 3-1 from the last 16 first leg in Madrid two weeks ago and the loss of
Neymar would be a huge blow to their chances of overturning that deficit at the
Parc des Princes on March 6 and reaching the Champions League quarter-finals.

Neymar suffered a cracked metatarsal in his foot and a twisted ankle in
an innocuous looking incident against Marseille on Sunday night.

And while Emery said there is a possibility he'll recover by next week, he was
more pessimistic than he had been on Sunday. "Today, after analysing Neymar, it
looks less likely than it did on Sunday that he'll be ready for this match.”

However, he was clear in his dismissal of a report published by Brazilian
outlet Globo Esporte on Tuesday that claimed a decision had been reached for
Neymar to undergo an operation, and that he would be out until May.

"Last night [Monday] the club issued an official statement: it said how
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PSG coach Unai Emery binned rumours that Neymar would be out for

the season, adding that the Brazilian had a slim chance to face Real
Madrid on March 7. PHOTO: COLLECTED

the player was medically," added Emery. "Things (like operations) aren't
decided like that," he added, clicking his fingers.

"You need discussions with the doctor, the player, his entourage. To make
such an important decision you need tranquillity and a bit of patience. Right
now, I don't think you need anything else. There's a lot of information from
outside, but the truth is what I told you, which is what the doctor told me."

While PSG's primary concern is having Neymar for their Champions
League match next week, in Brazil it is Neymar's participation at the World
Cup thatis most important.
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Live from 10:00pm

SONY ESPN

FA Cup

Tottenham v Rochdale

Live from 1:45am (Thursday)

SPORTS REPORTER

Having com-
pleted a two-week
fitness camp, the
national football
* team will fly out
this afternoon to Qatar for a
two-week tactical training camp
with an eye on finding the right
combination for the March 27
FIFA Friendly against Laos.

The charges of Andrew Ord
had rigorous fitness sessions at
BKSP under the supervision of
Portuguese fitness trainer Mario
Lemos. Initially 24 footballers
participated in the camp on
February 13 before the remain-
ing 11 players join for a one-
week training from February 21.

Players like Yeasin Khan,
Jewel Rana, Zahid Hossain,
Pashban Mollah, Toklish
Ahmed, Matin Mia and
Hemanta Vincent Biswas with-
drew from the camp either due
to injury or sickness while Javed
Khan, Fazle Rabbi, Mohammad
Zahid, Mitul Hasan and
Mohammad Arif were dropped
for having failed to impress.

Ord designed the ongoing
training in three phases -- fitness
training in BKSP, tactical train-
ing in Qatar and the final prepa-
ration in Thailand with the full
national team-- before the
squad heads to Laos for the FIFA
Friendly:.

As there are no players from
league champions Abahani for
the club's AFC Cup campaign
next month, Ord's obvious
intention is to pick the best from
the 24 players, including experi-
enced footballers such as
Mamunul Islam, Asharful Islam
Rana, Uttam Kumar Banik,
Faisal Mahmud, Tapu Barman
and Jamal Bhuiyan.

“The first phase focusing on
fitness ended in BKSP and the
second phase focusing on tacti-
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Athletic Bilbao v Valencia

Live from 12:30am (Thursday)
Atletico Madrid v Leganes
Live from 2:30am (Thursday)
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GATTUSO HEATED UP OVER SNOW

AC Milan's famously hot-tempered coach Gennaro Gattuso usually has something to
be angry about and this time it is a rare Rome snowfall which forced his team to
train indoors. "We are a little annoyed because it had not snowed in Rome in years.
We've worked in the gym, but I'd have preferred us to work on the pitch,” he told
Milan's TV channel before reportedly storming off in search of a viable public field.
Gattuso, who was angry even after his team won 3-0 away to Ludogorets Razgrad
in the Europa League earlier this month, has sparked a revival in his three months
at Milan. His side are unbeaten in their last 12 matches in all competitions and have

Booters leave today for
tactical traini
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Bangladesh football team's head coach Andrew Ord (2nd from L) speaks as manager Satyajit Das
Rupu, goalkeeping coach Jason Brown and assistant coach Mahbub Hossain Roxy (R) look on
during a press conference at the BFF House yesterday.

cal training will be held in
Qatar. We will do everything to
give the team a shape; such as
how we can defend, how we
should attack, how we should
take set-pieces, as these weren't
completed in BKSP where the
focus was on physical, gym and
technical things,” Ord said at a
press conference at the BFF
House yesterday:.

“There is no chance for
Abahani players to join the
camp in the second phase
because they have been in train-
ing [for the club competition],
so [ will integrate them with the
best players from the Qatar
training in the third phase and
then it will be the national
team,” Ord added.

The Australian-born Brit was
a bit frustrated about injuries to
players who carried their afflic-

tions from the recently-ended
season to this one, and none of
the players were seemingly
serious to stay with the national
team. He, however, believes this
will not have any impact on the
future team he is trying to build
for the Laos match.

“We have not lost one player
in two weeks, and we trained
twice a day. We trained in a very
smart way, trained hard and
trained smart with the young
players who were mixed with a
few senior players. Those young
players that will do well will
earn the right to be a national
team player and also the youth
national team players,” Ord
said. “Of course when experi-
enced players from Abahani
join the camp, some young
players will depart and the best
players will be picked to go to

PHOTO: STAR

Thailand.”

After conceding four goals
against Abahani in a warm-up
match, Ord believes there are
many areas to improve for the
national team.

"Abahani are a team which
has played together for a long
time. They are already a team
while we [the national team] are
still not a team. We are just a
bunch of young players with a
few older players who are trying
to get experience. At the
moment, this is a long-term
training group with an eye on
the future team,” said Ord.

Goalkeeping coach Jason
Brown, who joined the camp on
February 21, emphasised on the
positional sense of goalkeepers
as well as their control of emo-
tions so that they make fewer
mistakes under the bar.

I couldn't

desert my
team: Buffon

AFP, Milan

Italy goalkeeping legend
Gianluigi Buffon confirmed
on Tuesday he is ready to
come out of international
retirement if he is called up
for friendlies against England
and Argentina.

Buffon called time on his
international career after Italy
failed to qualify for the World
Cup in Russia. But Italy
interim national coach Luigi
Di Biagio said on Monday he
was ready to recall Buffon for
friendlies against Argentina
and England in Manchester
and Londonin late March.

"I had thought about going
on holiday for a few days with
my family, but when the
national team needs you, you
must be present and not
desert them," Buffon told
[talian programme Tiki Taka.

The 40-year-old goal-
keeper has represented the
Azzurri for 20 years, winning
the 2006 World Cup title, and
earningarecord 175 caps.

"There’s nothing to add to
Di Biagio's words other than I
feel a sense of responsibility
and loyalty which I must give
to the national team in this
transitional moment," he
continued. "I repeat, it's a way
of showing loyalty and a sense
of responsibility towards Italy.
A new national team is being
born and the first games are
not comfortable ones.

"I think that any experi-
enced player can be useful at
the start, even if it's just to give
adviceto theyoungones.”

Buffon, who intends to
retire as a player at the end of
the season, said he will
announce his final decision
in due course.

"The only thing I have to
do right now is focus on the
end of the season," Buffon
continued. "The thing I can
tell you is that I'm sure and
I'm very happy with what
will be my choice.

UNICEF CHARITY MATCH
Bolt to play at
Old Trafford

AFP, Paris

Multiple Olympic champion
Usain Bolt will line up oppo-
site British pop star Robbie
Williams in a charity football
match at Manchester United's
Old Trafford stadium, the
Jamaican said Tuesday.

Now retired, Bolt had
given a teaser of what was to
come on Twitter on Monday,
claiming that he had signed
for a football club and would
reveal all 24 hours later.

His new team is the Soccer
Aid World XI - a motley crew
put together to help raise
funds for the United Nations
Children's Fund, Unicef.

Bolt comes straight into
the team as captain, with
Williams leading out an
England side in opposition.

QUICK SINGLES

The following are a few
samples of stories that did not
make the print edition.
However, if they pigue your
interest, you can always read
them online on The Daily Star
wedbsite by simply scanning

(© ¢ T |

QI TR |

IR A3 TR FTF B (AN offert @3 51l B 8wl il SR
TR R TR IWED W 6 AR DD N WReW A
“Dhaka Integrated Traffic Management Project” A1¥& ¢ 855 a1 919 | € 407
WG G, ¥, @-3 6 TR (WY e difes P 9g Frbfes
BRTATDW 0T (ITS) eS0T a0 (S1e ufie 1% %F TR | 405 316 il G, Q0db

Wigie 8 5 (Vg 31w Do T §E Y AT A9 I, OB € A
AR S T A | o 9T AR AN AR S O W e
7R | 475 GEPR O 6 T 89 I DI R ool GG G S

A I TG T 8 6 (VTG QiR BT 4ge Caffe e 20q | ORet @ 8 b (e
% Sl I8 A0 DI ¥TRE eF gt (weteiTe qrbfenere G fwew (ITS)

the QR codes listed below:
R ST T A |
' don't have any more
dreams' / ¢ Hﬂw DRI RIRE iﬂﬁﬁ ’liﬁllﬁlﬂ [T 17 |
(ristiano o

Ronaldo reveals %2 ;
that he does not 4.??&&.
harbor anymore [Eifee:

dreams foothall wise as he
has won so many beautiful
things.

Napoli crush Cagliari to
pull clear in Serie A
Napoli pulled four naints
clearatthetop e iin
of Serie Awith a S&=2ms
5-0 hammering g%
of Cagliari a day after cham-
pions Juventus' game in
Turin was snowed off.
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