AINKING URBAN SPACES

T | MA AND BEYOND
Urbanisation trends and sustainable transport
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improve energy security and achieve the
SDGs. In developing countries, although
transport's share of GHG emissions is
low, the energy consumption within the
transport sector, especially the road
transport, is growing much faster than
in other sectors. With the threats of
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Speed and scale of urbanisation brings challenges, including meeting
accelerated demands for affordable housing.

increasing GHG emissions and the
historical trends of volatile fuel prices,
issues of affordability, environmental
sustainability and resource optimisation
are becoming increasingly important for
selecting sustainable modes of transport
especially in large developing cities of
the world.

It is apparent that the global

transportation sector, especially urban
transport will face unprecedented
challenges related to demographics,
motorisation, rapid urbanisation and
sprawl, congestion, emissions,
increasing number of aging transport
infrastructure and growth in fuel

demand in days ahead. Today the global

transport sector consumes about 25
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percent of global energy supplies, of
which 77 percent is by road transport,
10 percent each by marine and aviation,
while the railways accounts for only
three percent (EIA, 2016 and WEC,
2011). Driven by increases in all travel
modes by 2050, the energy
consumption of the transport sector is
estimated to increase by between 80

percent and 130 percent above today's
level, which will account for more than
one third of global energy supplies and
more than half of all oil produced. Most
of this demand will come from regions
undergoing strong economic and
population growth (WEC, 2011).
Transport is the second largest source of
GHG emissions (23 percent) after the
energy sector; road transport at a global
level accounts for over 70 percent of
emissions, aviation for 12 percent, sea
and inland waterways together comprise
11 percent, and railways (freight and
passenger) only two percent of total
emissions (WB, 2007 ). The transport
sector, particularly the urban transport
is going to encounter profound
challenges about the advances in
transportation, technological
innovations and solutions in the days
ahead, and how these may be able to
satisfy the additional transport demands
for about six billion urban people by
2050 at the lowest possible social cost
without compromising the
environment. In this connection,
government policies may play a very
critical role in defining the most likely
pathway into the future.

Transport sector developments in
Bangladesh have been driven mostly by
unrehearsed considerations having no
specific focus on future requirements.
Despite the substantial expansion of the
transport infrastructure since
independence in 1971, albeit mostly in
the road sector, the services provided to
users have not kept up with the demand
in terms of economy, quality and safety.
The relative roles of transport modes
evolved with road transport
development at the cost of railways and
inland water transport. Expanding the
road network has apparently generated
some direct benefits both in terms of
economic growth and poverty
alleviation, but this energy intensive
mode of transport, in a country like
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Bangladesh where the population
density is very high and there is a
limited supply of land, has created
unbalanced development of the sector
resulting the additional costs of
economy and environment for long
term perspective. The unplanned rapid
urbanisation and motorisation has been
a key cause of numerous transport
related problems in Dhaka. Facing these
challenges demand re-examining
government policies and priorities to
develop a strategy which allows for a
sustainable contribution of the
transport sector to the national
development objectives, because
transport not only plays a key role in
the daily functioning of our lives but
can also be a tool for managing growth
and development.

Bangladesh is a fast urbanising
country where the urban base has
expanded rapidly from 7.6 percent to
nearly 25.0 percent between 1970 and
2005. Dhaka, the capital city of
Bangladesh, has witnessed an
extraordinary social and economic
development since its independence,
and the trend is expected to continue. It
alone provides 35 percent to the
country's total GDP. But unplanned
urbanisation, especially poor
transportation planning and lower land
utilisation efficiency, has turned the city
into a dirty, hazardous and demeaning
place for living. Dhaka has already
received the dubious distinction of
being the second dirtiest city in the
wortld (Forbes, 2008). At the same time,
it is consistently ranked as one of the
world's least liveable city. Dhaka has
ranked the second on a global list of
cities with worst air pollution (HEI,
2017). Dhaka is the 7th most stressed
city in the world and the most stressed
city in Asia for being densely populated
and having the worst traffic congestion
(Zipjet, 2017). A Buet study shows that
pedestrians make up approximately 72
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percent of road fatalities, 45 percent of
casualties and are involved in about 48
percent of all reported accidents in
Dhaka City. Although Dhaka's area is
less than one percent of the country's
total land area, it supports about 10
percent of the total population and 30
percent of the total urban population.
There is hardly any other city in Asia
that has grown (in terms of population
and area) as rapidly and has changed its
"face” as dramatically as Dhaka. During
the last four decades, Dhaka has
recorded a phenomenal growth in terms
of population and area. The city is
presently one of the 10th largest mega-
cities of the world with a population of
about 16.0 million, having the highest
population density and an alarming
growth rate. The rapid rise in
population along with increased and
versatile urban land use patterns has
generated considerable travel demands
as well as numerous transport problems
in Dhaka, which has resulted in
deterioration in accessibility, level of
service, safety, comfort, operational
efficiency and the urban environment.
The additional population and ongoing
urbanisation trends will add new
dimensions to the urban fabric of
Dhaka in the coming years.

The transportation system of the
mega city is predominantly road based
and non-motorised transport (mainly
rickshaws) has a substantial share. Its
transport environment is characterised
by mixed-modes of transports (both
motorised and non-motorised) using
the same road space, mismanagement,
conflict of jurisdictions and poor
coordination among various authorities
and agencies, which lead to intolerable
and horrific traffic congestion, erratic
delays and increasing environmental
problems. Though Dhaka is one of the
least motorised cities in the world, its

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

electra

UP to

Let Your Money Grow In Safe Hands

LankaBangla Finance Limited offers the best financial solutions and high quality services with a
wide range of deposit products which can be both beneficial and profitable as per your needs.

Key Features:

* Flexible Tenor

* Minimum deposit amount of BDT 50,000 only
*» Competitive higher return and interest rate

* No account opening or maintenance fee

* Faster Client Service

* Dedicated Sales Force

* Online Facilities

P LEC ﬁWWHW&
b-ﬂﬁmﬁa EBoTi E
4

» O 25wt EMI

electra Hotline : 01952233000

INTERNATIONAL Website : www.electrabd.com [jfacebook.com/electraint
Find us on n m u Download FinSmart App b Google Play — §
TP AT : BF- 39, Yo, 3y Y WO (Bu WS, (P 03300390, 03ubUEI00EE, 03BEIVIAY, BE 1 03BEIAVBL0, 03BEIGOILY 03BY980Yo,
Bt ¢ odpERY00Ey , TEMF : oddEa0edl, FEW T odveryooddy, B T & TRER A ¢ odbeaovode, TISTIMIE: 0daEan00N8Y, THIRMITAN:
03BEIXVO0, I 0dBEITOOBY, FiTa-3: 035E20023Y, AEY: 0ddE30ovey, TET : 03bEIVV03, AFAM: 0IBEIXVORIR, TN 0IDEIATOBR,
THMIEATE :0)BE0030Y, EH: oddEa300388, IRAR: 0d5ea300)48, BRAET: odaEaa0o3cy, THTARIE: 0dbEIYVOS, WHMT: 034803800¢0, FRFA!
(ComiE): 0dbE3AOORO}, TAAN (FH): odIR0duRWoL, TETT: odbeeedql, FEN: oddeIVeIBY, 0ddeIYoeNso FHS: oddeayveEs, THWS Fwm:
OIDEIRGOR, BBAM-3: 03BEATOIY, BRATT-2: 03DEINTOSbly, FHIM: 03DEIATOIDE, YAT-3: 0IDEIRCO0l, YF-2: 03DEIXVOD0, FFEHE: 03bEAReo08,
FRAIGE: 0dBE300300, TEMIE-3: 035EIR000Y, TEHIE-2: 0dBE2309380, B : odBEIVIIr, THAA! : odqdEFOToko, ARA : odbeayooxes, FamEnia:
O3BERXVOT0, T ¢ OIDERRVOIYY, TTI-3: 03BELOIYS, TE: 03DERYVOIY, THHTD: 0ddER1000l, TNRFIIE: 0ldeayeexoo, FEITIH: 0ddbe30oio,
frer: oddeTeddl, TAT: 0592C0rdyr, TRWEF: 0dbEAOOAEY, FATER: oddbE200dbo, TWHITH ¢ oddEIAVOI8, FHMHTE: odubr-pdbdod, Fiflwria:
0db90»9989¢, R 03a590ardRy, BIWIE: odashadedae, IM: odqdubrodae, ADANMT: 0dqd3053bbl, TEI : odqbEoboode, FWAME: 03998552330,
TE: 03993532, FTEHT: 03935096083, THICHT : 03998385809, YEG! IS BRI b *Nemt TR |

For More Details Please Call 16325

-
LankaBangla

FINANCE

Growing Together...

QAR W : AT g DS (9% WAt Mef3-ve/8 &vife e, Turarew, oi, (W : wo0od, brdokoR, 418 : corporate @electrabd.com




