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Framing a shared urban vision

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24 are planned, and more platforms are both voice concerns and pinpoint free. The vision is to create more h :

needed for letting urban citizens exercise = opportunities for improving urban areas  pedestrian areas and lower CO2 T e IS5 [TIIC tO
What size should our cities be? How such rights. This is critical for issues such  in the country. emissions for sustainable urban
should we better prepare and plan for as for who decides how city revenues are There is more to do and we can learn  development. In contrast, South Korea's dO d ﬂd we Cal
our growing urban populations? spent and in what areas, what can be from others both in terms of successes Songdo city raises questions about

Answering these questions isa start  done to improve urban services, how do  and failures. For example, Madrid is all  whether building urban areas with high €Al ) from Othe"S
botn in terms of
SUCCEssSes and
failures. For
example, Madrid is
all set to ban
personal cars out
of its city centre by
2019 only bikes,
OUSES ang raxis will
be able to access
‘he main avenue.

balanced urbanisation process that make
our cities more liveable, tap into the
potentials they present and help achieve
national and international goals. For
this, we need to articulate our urban
vision. [t means initiating critical
conversation among citizens,
professionals, public representatives and
anyone with a stake in the city to help

< 3 : - - 5 = : shape a sustainable and thriving urban
For Bangladesh, the priority now Is to move towards a planned inclusive and balance urbanisation process that make our cities more liveable. future for Bangladesh's continued

economic growth and development.
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towards defining the quality of urban life these decisions influence economic set to ban personal cars out of its city technology-based infrastructure caters

we want in Bangladesh and it needs to activities and so forth. Recently, as a centre by 2019; only bikes, buses and more to affluent families and blocks out  Ashekur Rahman is working with UNDP
be a collaborative process. Communities, promising start, numbers of government  taxis will be able to access the main the less well-to-do from accessing highly  Bangladeshas Urban Development

urban planners, city authorities, private  and non-government agencies partnered  avenue. The Spanish city is among 12 efficient services, Specialist. Views expressed in this article are
sector and civil societies and more—all ~ with UNDP through the "Smart City international cities that are leading the For Bangladesh, the priority now is to  the authors own and does not necessarily
have the right to a say in the way cities Campaign" where urban citizens could movement on making urban spaces car-  move towards a planned, inclusive and reflect the opinion of UNDP.
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