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% ARIES
/2 (MAR.21-APRIL 20)

Ask for help if needed. Do not ignore the needs of
children. Don't lose your temper if someone criticizes
your efforts. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

y@ TAURUS "’
Q&Y (APR. 21-MAY 21)

Don't make large purchases. Avoid confronting personal
situations. Look into attending seminars that can expand
your perception. Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

| GEMINI
'\ (MAY 22-JUNE 21)

Visit someone who has been unwell. Challenge yourself to
new limits. Your partner may be somewhat irritable this
week. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.
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%;\ CANCER
25 (JUNE 22-JULY 22)

Make time for yourself. Avoid instigating conflicts. Don't
overspend or give too freely to others. Your lucky day this
week will be Saturday.

LEO
(JULY 23-AUG 22)

Additional responsibility will lead to a better position.
Avoid functions with people you don't get along. Your
lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

=4l \ virGo \
| (AUG. 23-SEPT. 23)

Your feeling will be appreciated by your lover. Keep your
ears open for secret information. Your talent will prove to
be lucrative. Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

sﬂ LIBRA
| (SEPT. 24-0CT. 23)

Learn new skills that will increase your income. There will
be tension with your lover. You are best to concentrate on
work. Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

SCORPIO
(0CT. 24-NOV. 21)

Unexpected bills may set you back. Your involvement in
organizational events could open exciting opportunities.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

_ ﬁ SAGITTARIUS
g (NOV. 22-DEC. 21)
Get involved in events. Sort out problems before they pile

up. Don't blow situations out of proportion. Your lucky
day this week will be Saturday.

& CAPRICORN
€/ (DEC. 22-1AN. 20)

Make time for loved ones. Sudden changes in your circle
of friends will be interesting. You can't live your life for
others, Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

M AQUARIUS
| (JAN. 21-FEB. 19)
Fight for your beliefs. Don't be too quick to respond to a

plea for help. Don't blame everything on your partner.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

@ PISCES 7
S/ (FEB.20-MARCH. 20)

Lay your cards on the table. Try not to be disappointed if
things don't go your way. Don't let anyone rush you. Your
lucky day this week will be Thursday.
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LS EDITOR’S NOTE

The brilliance In biack and white

Strolling through the galleries of
Shilpakala Academy, where the recently
held Dhaka Art Summit was on display, |
stumbled upon a gem of a collection --
the black and white photographic display
of 'The Bhawal Case’ The legendary case
of the early nineteen hundreds was the
first court case where photographs were
presented as evidence; a fact shared by
Rajib Samdani at the gallery. Samdani
collected the originals which were inter-
estingly displayed at the art summit; with
a full court set-up and a performance of
the court proceeding to invoke curiosity
among the audience. | however missed
the performance but the photographs
etched their spot in my mind.

Royalty always intrigues me, and all
the more when it is peppered with drama,
thrill and murder like this case.

This case kept the people of Dhaka and
Kolkata engrossed for quite a while; facts
and rumours were abound. The Bhawal
case was an extended Indian court case
about a possible impostor who claimed to

be the prince of Bhawal, who had been
presumed dead a decade earlier.
Ramendra Narayan Roy was a Kumar or
prince of the Bhawal Estate, a large
zamindari in then Bengal, now in mod-
ern-day Bangladesh. He was one of three
brothers who had inherited the estate
from their father.

Among the documented facts were
that the Second Kumar of Bhawal was
taken to Darjeeling by his wife, his
brother-in-law and house physician for
treatment where he passed away.
However, while he was being readied for
cremation a severe storm brewed and the
ceremony was stalled. The Kumar was left
alone on the cremation grounds through-
out the heavy downpour; when suddenly
he regained consciousness and was res-
cued by a group of naga sadhus or
ascetic. The Kumar lost his memory and
lived as a sadhu for 12 years, until he
recalled his homeland to be in Dhaka. To
cut the long story short he returned to
Dhaka and lived on the Buckland Bandh
where he was recognised as the Second

Kumar and after much drama and claims
he filed a case against his wife, which was
fought for several years and the Kumar
won the case; however he passed away
two days after the verdict. His wife saw
this as a divine answer that he was not
the real Kumar though a forensic study,
conducted on the dead body of the
sadhu confirmed that he was indeed the
Kumar.

Of course the rumours are many; the
flamboyant Kumar had mistresses, gam-
bled and had all sorts of habits of a rich,
spoilt prince. His wife was having an affair
with his physician, his brother-in-law
wanted to grab his property and they all
conspired to kill the Kumar. He was poi-
soned with arsenic. A real-life film script,
his life story became the topic for many
films, novels and folklores- you can all
read about it all if it intrigues you because
the story is put here in a tiny nutshell. But
for now, let's shift focus to the strong
photographic evidence that helped his
case.

What grabbed my attention were the
minute details seen in the photographs.
In his early days the well-built, tall Second
Kumar of Bhawal was fashionable and
suave; he wore frockcoats, jackets over
dhotis, fancy caps and shoes and cut the
picture of a handsome and well-off
prince. Later, as a sadhu with his hair
grown long in dreadlocks, he only wore a
dhoti over his robust bare body. Even
later, when he reclaimed his right to the
Bhawal state, he cut his hair short, gained
a few pounds with age, but his fashion
sense was even stronger than before. He
presented himself in double breasted
coat over dhoti, flaunted court shoes with
bows and looked as much the handsome
Kumar again.

The magic or the charm of black and
white photographs are such, this particu-
lar story is no doubt fascinating and
titillating, but if you go through any old
family album you will find each picture
telling you a story in time, a story that
shows you the real time but not the real
colour. As photographers put it 'colour is

reality, black and white is not’; thus it is
left upon you to visualise and weave your
own imagination into each black and
white photograph and you remain
enthralled by it all till you flip the last
page of that old album. The charms of
black and white photographs are such.

Visual perception allows us to see a
wide spectrum of colours, with all the
subtleties of shades, lights and darks of
the world around you; whereas black and
white just perceives things in luminance
or brightness, without the benefit of hue.

When you photograph in black and
white, you rely on a greyscale spectrum
that ranges from white to black with all
the shades in between, which the profes-
sional call the Zone System. It is a way of
looking at or judging pictures by its tonal-
ity, texture and contrast. That, in essence,
is what black and white photography is all
about.

The charm of black and white photo-
graphs relies on highlights and shadow,
and the secrets they hold or reveal, in a
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way that often eludes the visual charms
of colour. It plays with your ability of the
mind to read more into an image than it
may hold, or at the least to bring the
viewer into a world in which design,
content and form play an essential role.

Star Lifestyle this week throws light on
the world of Black and White photogra-
phy; we have interviewed celebrated
photographer Munem Wasif and asked
him about the grammar of this kind of
photography. We have interviewed por-
trait master of our times - Sayeed Siddiqui
- regarding the use of black and white in
fashion and portrait photography. On top
of all this, Star Lifestyle's very own
renowned Sazzad Ibne Sayed has created
for our readers a fantastic black and white
fashion portfolio.

This 21st February, we pay respect to
our language martyrs through this compi-
lation of the charms and appeal of black
and white photography.

- RBR
Photo: Collected



