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UN hopes for
free, fair polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

STATE BANKS

Plundering
made easy

Gouvt recapitalising banks without
any reform plan; chairmen, board
members not held accountable

INAM AHMED and SHAKHAWAT LITON

United Nations secretary
general's office has
expressed its hope that “a
climate could be created
where free and fair elections
could take place” in
Bangladesh.

Talking to reporters,
Stéphane Dujarric, a UNSG
spokesperson, vyesterday
said, "We've expressed our
concern... This is our princi-
pal position.”

He said these when asked
whether the UNSG had
taken any action to release
BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia from jail.

Khaleda was convicted in
the Zia Orphanage Trust
graft case by a special court
in Dhaka on February 8. She
was sentenced to five years'
in prison.

The BNP has been dem-
onstrating for her release.

Asked about Rohingya
repatriation to Myanmar,
the UN chief's spokesperson
said, “Any return needs to be
voluntary and should not be
forced.

“They should not go back
to camps. They need to go
back to their homes, the
homes that they were forced
to leave. So, there are all
sorts of conditions that the
High Commissioner for

Seven months after the government announced a Tk 2 crore
“recapitalisation” of state-owned banks, the financial insti-
tutions have started asking for fresh money from the gov-
ernment. This time their demand is much higher -- a little
over Tk 20,000 crore -- than what they were given in the
budget for this year.

Only in June this fiscal year, the government had
announced the “recapitalisation”. Before that, Tk 14,505
crore had already been given to them since the Awami
League government came to power in 2009. Sadly, as pre-
dicted, all the money has gone down the drain, or to be
exact in the pockets of corrupt and politically connected
people, and the banks are once again asking for another
bail-out.

Dr Ahsan H Mansur, executive director of independent
think-tank Policy Research Initiative, has aptly put down
their plea, comparing their behaviour to that of a spoiled
brat who throws money in the air every time and then asks
his father for more.

Only, in this case the father -- the government -- will take
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the leak spree turning out to be futile, the
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