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that offer education in more than one
campus, there are 28 universities that
can be defined as the 5 general universi-
ties in 1987/88 offering education on
one campus and are not exclusively an
engineering, medical or other technical
university. Much has changed since
1987/88. The time has now come to re-
think admission tests in public universi-
ties in Bangladesh.

In 2017, a total of 801,711 candidates
passed the HSC from ten boards in
Bangladesh. Among them37,726
obtained a GPA of 5 (golden and non-
golden). Excluding the National
University and the Bangladesh Open
University, the seat capacity to absorb
the 2017 HSC Batch in the 28 general
universities in the public sector was

47,636. Although their numbers in the
application pool is small, these figures
do not include students from O and A
Levels who also apply to public univer-
sities.

Public universities try to coordinate to
avoid time clash in their admission tests.
Nevertheless, some time clashing is
observed. Today;, it is almost impossible
for candidates to attend admission tests
in more than say five universities. The

cost of travel can drain the budget of
most families. In the case of female
candidates, a guardian has to accompany
them. This contributes to further drain-
age on family budgets. It may also not
always be possible for families to accom-
pany female candidates. The choice of
university and subject thus becomes
constrained for both male and female
applicants. Let us see a break-up of costs
for a family.

Forms have become costly. Let us
assume a student buys 10 forms of
different units in different universities,
and on average spends Tk 700 per form.
This would mean Tk 7,000 in total. If
the student is living away from the
university, then travel, accommodation
and food cost can easily be around Tk
5,000 per trip even at a conservative
estimate. If guardians accompany
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female candidates, this cost can go up
to Tk 8,000. Thus, if a candidate is
sitting for admission tests in five univer-
sities, the cost for forms and travel can
go up to Tk40,000 for each candidate.
There are other costs many families
incur.

There is no concrete evidence that
coaching increases a student's likeli-
hood of admission. Nevertheless, the
general perception is that coaching is

necessary to get admitted in a good
subject in a good university. Coaching
has a peer effect. If your friends are
taking coaching, then you and your
family also feel the need to do so. Thus,
most university applicants attend coach-
ing prior to admission tests. In many
cases, students start coaching while they
are college students preparing for HSC
exams. Students face a double pressure:
focusing on their HSC exams and also
admission tests of desired universities.
The problem manifolds with the better
coaching centres located in Dhaka and
other metropolitan centres. Students
incur a commuting cost and in some
cases accommodation costs for few
months. Discussing with students of
Jahangirnagar, it was found that coach-
ing centre costs amount to Tk 70,000 in
three months in Dhaka. This Tk 70,000
includes coaching fees, boarding,
books, and food only. If you add this
with the traveling costs above, even at a
conservative estimate, the minimum
costs for a university applicant will cross
Tk 1 lac. Few families can bear these
costs from current income, The majority
of families pay from past savings or
from loans,

If an integrated university admission
test (ILIAT) were possible to implement,
it would have multi-dimensional bene-
fits. The admission tests can be held
within two months of the publication
of HSC results, Students would need to
purchase only one admission form.
Since there are public universities
throughout the country, a student in a
remote place will incur minimum travel
and other costs to sit for the admission
test. Reducing or eliminating travel
hassle out of the equation will have an
important additional benefit, It will
encourage female candidates to embark
higher education more than they are
NOW.

PART III:

Implementing an IUAT is always easier
said than done. Any new policy comes
at a cost of changing or disturbing the
existing status quo. There are statutory
constraints. The public universities are
not under one single Act or Ordinance.
The 1973 Act gives significant auton-
omy to the universities of Dhaka,
Rajshahi, Chittagong, and
Jahangirnagar. Other universities follow
different Acts and Ordinances. Most of
the Science and Technology Universities
function as a general university offering
non-technical subjects in their under-
graduate and graduate programmes.

tation between

Creparation was
mainly done at
nome and consul-

Tiends solvinc
quides. Coaching
centres did exist,
DUt they were
mainly for eng-
neering and medi-
cal admission tests.

Presently, separate university admis-
sion tests generate handsome remuner-
ation packages for teachers, officers and
other staff. This remuneration package
surpasses Tk 1 Lac for each recipient in
some universities for maximum ten
days in vigilation. This money-incentive
acts as a deterrent for universities to
participate in an [UAT because the
existing financial benefit will almost
certainly drastically fall under an IUAT.

The University Grants Commission
(UGC) started a dialogue on an inte-
grated university admission test in
2008. In July 2013, many Vice
Chancellors agreed in principle that
public universities need to move
towards an integrated admission test.
Since then, there has been a series of
dialogues with no visible improvement.
In 2015, Jessore and Sylhet Science and
Technology Universities decided to hold
an integrated admission test. This initia-
tive did not see daylight. In November
2016, during presentation of the UGC
Annual Report, the Honourable
President requested to explore the pos-
sibility of an integrated university
admission test. A ray of hope, neverthe-
less. A committee has been formed by
the Ministry of Education and the UGC.
Professor Abdul Mannan, Chairman of
the UGC, heads the committee. The
target is to start an IUAT from 2018.

There is another side of the coin. No
matter how expensive and cumbersome
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multiple admission tests may be on
applicants and their families, the exist-
ing system does have advantages. With
multiple admission tests, students
increase the likelihood of getting admis-
sion in at least one university. Any
initiative towards a single admission
test needs to take this into account. A
test in the format of GRE may be
arranged based on what students have
learned till HSC. Students take the test
at a public university nearest to them.
In a span of one month or so, students
can sit for this test more than once.
They will submit their best performance
in the IUAT.

An IUAT soon after HSC results may
reduce dependency on coaching.
Students will get a chance to sit for a
test more than once from their desired
location in Bangladesh. This will save
time and drainage on the budgets of
applicants' families. The problem lies in
getting the public universities to agree
to an IUAT and finding an acceptable
formula.

CONCLUSION

The objective of this discussion was not
to propose a formula on how to move
towards an IUAT. A formula will be
devised by policy makers and execu-
tives, The objective was to show the
necessity of an IUAT in public universi-
ties in Bangladesh. The majority of
applicants in the public universities
come from non-affluent backgrounds.
[nvestment in education and health
have benefits that spillover from one
generation to the next. This is why the
public sector invests heavily in educa-
tion and health in most countries.
Bangladesh is on the brink of moving
towards a middle-income nation. A
middle-income nation will need an
educated workforce to make a 'take-off',
Since public universities are funded and
subsidized by the State, they have a
moral responsibility towards the mass
people of Bangladesh, Whether an
initiative towards an IUAT will see day
light is for time to tell. That an IUAT is a
burning issue is more than overdue.
Special Thanks to Mr. Md. Monir of
Batch 41, Department of Economics,
Jahangirnagar University for his valu-
able discussions in writing this article.
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