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USA, says, “Every community is unique
in its own way, and we must ensure a
solution that tends to the exact needs
of the community. Once we reach a
certain number of devices in the city,
we plan to expand to Chittagong and
then to other municipalities of the
country."Mohammad Taqi Yasir is the
Vice President of the organisation.

We have all witnessed the waterlogs
and how the entire country becomes a
gridlock during monsoon. The flood
water makes it difficult for the entire
city to function, Project Trishna wishes
to improve this condition as well.

Shah Rafayat adds, “We also have plans
to harness flood water and turn it into
an entrepreneurial opportunity.”

Furthermore, in a study by
Bangladesh Agricultural Research
Council (BARC), reported in The Daily
Star in 2017, it 1s shown that E. coli
bacteria is found in 98 percent jar water
samples, collected from 24 points of
the capital. Diseases such as typhoid,
cholera, and jaundice are caused
because of such impurities in the water.
So, while providing access to free water
to the mass, Project Trishna must also

ensure the purity of the water. They use
a pocket-sized electrolysis machine to
test the impurities.

The electrolysis machine exposes the
iron content in water. The water con-
taining iron turns yellow after electroly-
sis. It comes in handy when they need
to prove the condition of the water to
other people on the spot. Since people
should be careful about what they are
consuming, it is devices like these that
make people believe in the cause.

The project has grown significantly
since its inception in 2015. In the
beginning, their manual device could
carry only 23-litres of water. However,
their latest ones can purify over 280-
litres of water in a day. They currently
have 75 devices established in the city
which allow access to over 5 million
litres of free clean drinking water with
assistance from their CSR clients.

Over the years, the project has seen
many noteworthy accomplishments.
Currently, Project Trishna has over 30
clients, including companies like City
Bank and notable individuals such as
the newly appointed Environment and
Forestry Minister Barrister Annisul
Islam Mahmud. The project has been
chosen as one of the 60 global change

Boiling water can Kkill the bacteria and viruses, but it does not remove metallic
elements such as ashestos and arsenic which accumulate in our organs and

expose symptoms later in life.
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The electrolysis machine exposes the iron content in water. The water containing iron turns yellow after electrolysis.

making projects by the Swiss NGO

Global Changemakers to be repre-

sented at the Global Youth Summit
2017,

Nevertheless, the team behind
Project Trishna faced many setbacks to
reach this point. One of the challenges
was criticism regarding their first
device, because it had bugs in it. The
team now continually develops the
different aspects and design of their
devices to make sure they are achieving
their purpose.

Educating people about safe drink-
ing water served as another chal-
lenge.” "Many people have misconcep-
tions about drinking water; they think
that if the water is clear then it must be
pure. People are misinformed about

boiling water as well. Boiling water can
kill the bacteria and viruses, but it does
not remove metallic elements such as
asbestos and arsenic which accumulate
in our organs and expose symptoms
later in life. Each challenge has moti-
vated us more to work on a solution to
the problem,” explains Rafayat.

As for the funding, Project Trishna
has three main sources of revenue; sale
of devices, servicing of devices, and
external funding. They receive a con-
tracted annual fee from their clients.

This money is used to service and main-

tain the device for the entire duration.
Moving forward, Project Trishna
hopes to address the water problem in
both rural and urban communities to
ensure access to clean and safe water

for all by 2030.

Since this initiative is working
towards solving a vital problem, the
general mass should also cooperate to
help the project grow. The importance
of clean and safe drinking water should
be engraved in us and the people
around us through raising awareness,
More companies should step forward
to pursue Project Trishna's water
devices in order to address the drinking
water crisis.

Impactful change takes time, but its
results can be life-changing. The team
behind Project Trishna are deter-
minedly and committedly doing their
part to reduce the health risks of the
country to a great extent, as a healthy
country will be prosperous for all.
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banking easier.

FAST » CONVENIENT » SECURED

LET THE BANK MATCH
YOUR DAILY SCHEDULE

Introducing Dhaka Bank GO for your smartphone that makes

This Mobile App includes following features:

» Account Maintenance » Current Offers/Promotions
» Balance Inquiry » Discount Partners

> Bills Pay » SWIPE IT/EMI Partners

» Mobile Top-up » Branch/ATM Locator

» Fund Transfer » And many more...
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