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UK cargo ban
'to be lifted

next week'

Some observations on Shahjalal

airport security may come up
with withdrawal of restriction

RASHIDUL HASAN

The UK government is likely to lift the ban on Dhaka-
London direct air cargo early next week, putting forward
some “observations” about the security at Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport, say civil aviation officials.

Alison Blake, British high commissioner in Bangladesh,
would hand over a relevant letter from the UK Department
for Transport to Civil Aviation Minister AKM Shahjahan
Kamal, a top ministry official told The Daily Star yesterday.

Blake and Shahjahan would meet during a programme
of Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh (Caab) likely to
be held Sunday, said the official, wishing not to be named.

The official said the UK might also come up with some
“observations” while lifting the ban. Those may include
keeping a joint consultant and ensuring four security
inspections at the airport by the UK every year.

The UK Department for Transport slapped the ban on
March 8, 2016 after the airport had failed to meet some
international security requirements.

The European Union, where more than 54 percent of
Bangladesh's exports are headed, also declared the airport a
“red zone"” due to insufficient safety and security measures,
following the lead of the UK, Australia and Germany.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 2

Maheshkhal, a canal winding down Chittagong city, looks like a stream of litter clogged with stacks of bamboos.
In monsoon, the clogged canal exacerbates the city's waterlogging problems. The photo was taken recently.
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Israeli PM
rejects calls
to resign

Criticises investigation as
police recommend his
indictment for graft

AFP, Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu yester-
day rejected calls to step
down after police recom-
mended his indictment for
corruption, the biggest
challenge yet to the right-
wing premier's long tenure
N power.

Netanyahu again came
out swinging yesterday
morning, harshly criticising
the police investigation
against him while making
clear he has no intention of
resigning,

His governing coalition,
seen as the most right-wing
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Import agency
sued for money
laundering

It imported sand, not plastic

raw materials as declared
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

Zuma on the brink

S Africa police target his allies as MPs aim

to oust him in no-confidence motion today
REUTERS, Johannesburg .

South Africa's ANC yesterday unveiled plans to sack
President Jacob Zuma via a parliamentary no-
confidence vote, hours after armed police raided the
luxury home of his friends, the Gupta brothers, as
partof an anti-corruption investigation.

In his first response to an avalanche of pressure
from the African National Congress (ANC) for him
to quit, Zuma - who has been dogged by scandal
throughout his political life - proclaimed his inno-
cence and said he was being "victimised" by Nelson Mandela's former
liberation movement.

"There's nothing I've done wrong," a relaxed but indignant Zuma said
during a nearly hour-long interview with the SABC, South Africa's state
broadcaster. "I don't thinkit's fair. [ think it's unfair."

When asked point-blank if he would step aside, he avoided the question
and continued to allege a lack of principle in moves by the party's National
Executive Committee to oust him, He did say he would make a formal
statement later in the day.

He did not comment on the police raids, which marked a dramatic tight-
ening of the net around the 75-year-old and the political faction around
him accused of milking state resources for their own ends.

Even if he refuses to quit, with the ANC backing an opposition-led no-
confidence motion today, Zuma appears to have run out of road after nine
years in office marked by political tumult and economic stagnation.

ANC chief whip Jackson Mthembu said Deputy President Cyril
Ramaphosa, whose election as head of the ANC in December marked the
beginning of the end of Zuma's tenure, could be sworn in as head of state
tomorrow,

Chittagong Customs House (CCH) yester-
day lodged a case against a Dhaka-based
import agency on charges of laundering Tk
57.70 lakh

The agency, RSB Enterprise Ltd, laun-
dered the money by importing 2020 sacks
of sand in four containers against the
declaration of importing 68 thousand
tonnes of plastic raw materials from
China, CCH Deputy Commissioner Shakil
Khandaker told The Daily Star.

According to sources at CCH, the cus-
toms officials discovered the discrepancy
when the Clearing and Forwarding agent,
Green International, went to have the
consignment released on behalf of the
importer.

After the discovery, CCH filed the law-
suit and said an internal probe body will
look into the matter.

However, both the C&F agent and the
importer denied the charges.

“The importer might have been a victim
of fraud or the exporter has made a
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Tigers' last
chance for a

turnaround
First T201 today

SPORTS REPORTER

After their humbling defeat
in the ODI tri-series final
followed by a 1-0 loss in
the two-match Test series,
Bangladesh will look to
change their fortunes in the
shortest format of the game
against Sri Lanka when the
first of the two-match T20I
series starts at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium
in Mirpur today.

And when the game
commences at 5:00pm
(BST), the home side will
be all set to present at least
three debutants in a format
which is the weakest link
for the Tigers. They are
ranked 10th behind
Afghanistan in this format
and have won only twice
against the Lankans in their
previous seven meetings.

Young all-rounder Afif
Hossain, who hit four fifties
in the recently-concluded

SEE PAGE 13 COL 6

Thailand's Mr
Bean plays
]dllS for laughs

AFP, Nakhon Nayok

With the signature red tie, brown blazer, briefcase
and teddy bear, a Thai computer technician has
become a national sensation through his uncanny
Mr Bean impersonations that are tickling a country
that loves slapstick comedy.

Mongkol Preechajan, a 43-year-old father from
Phuket with more than a passing resemblance to the
British character played by Rowan Atkinson, shot to
fame after trying out the miming routine on the
popular "Thailand's Got Talent" TV show in 2016.

The video went viral -- one YouTube clip has

SEE PAGE 13 COL 4
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BANGLADESHI TEACHER

Deportation from
US stops mid-flight

AFP, Chicago

Demonstrators march in
support of releasing Syed
Jamal after he was
detained by US authorities
on January 24. Jamal, 55,
has lived in the United
States for 30 years, over-
staying his second visa in
2011.

The fate of a foreign-born teacher was in limbo Tuesday
after his deportation from the United States was tempo-
rarily stopped while his flight was en route to his native

SEE PAGE 13 COL 2
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16-year-old
boy beaten
to death

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

A class X student was beaten
to death, while his classmate
was left injured in Bokchora
Bypass area of Satkhira
around 10:00pm on
Tuesday.
Police have arrested one
person in this connection.
The dead, Sakib Hossain,
16, only son of Police con-
stable Nazrul Islam of
Palashpol Boubazar area,
was a student of Police Line
Secondary School. The
SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

”,ETETL Foundation Hospital

& Diagnostic Center

PRAYER TIMING FEBRUARY 15
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 5-2512-454-30 5-57 7-15
JAMAAT 6-00 1-15 4-45 6-01 7-45
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