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Champions League last 16
Real Madrid v PSG

Live from 1:45am (Thursday)

Booters' camp
starts today

Qatar camp, Thailand fixtures lined up

SPORTS REPORTER

W = Y The national football team is set to get back to business today
: after a 16-month hiatus with a training camp at the
Bangladesh Krira Shikkha Protisthan in Savar following
Bangladesh Football Federation's (BFF) revelation of a
programme for September's SAFF Championship, which will
be held in Dhaka.

As part of buildup for the regional event, the national team will play a FIFA
friendly against Laos on March 27, some 17 months since their shock defeat
against Bhutan in the Asian Cup qualifying playoft.

This will be a fresh start for the team as some 15 players from the Bhutan
match were excluded from the 35-member preliminary squad declared by
coach Andrew Ord a few days ago. It is also the first assignment with the
senior team for Ord, who was appointed in June last year but only had the
chance to work with the under-23 and the under-19 teams.

“Keeping September's SAFF Championship in sight, we are going to hold
activities of the national team, including training camp at BKSP from tomor-
row, ahead of the friendly against Laos on March 27. The booters will also
have a two-week a preparation camp in Qatar as well. They will leave for
Qatar on February 28 and return on March 14. Then they will have a two-day
rest and two days of training betore travelling to Thailand on March 19. The
team will play two warm-up matches against club sides there on March 21
and 25 before heading to Laos on March 25," National Teams' Committee
chairman Kazi Nabil Ahmed disclosed, adding that there would be month-
wise training programme till the SAFF Championship.

Ord believes it is time for action even though he does not want to make
any promises at the moment.

“The President [Kazi Salahuddin] is right that the time for making excuses
is over, but we can't move from terrible to well-built in one game. You have to
be realistic, you need to understand where we are but we have got to improve,
we have to be more passionate, we have to be built for 95 minutes, not embar-
rassing the nation by having players who can't continue because they are not
fit,” said Ord.

“We have got to crop out stupid mistakes; we have to gain self-respect back
into ourselves, into football and the country. My responsibility is to make
sure the tactics are right, pick the right players and put them in the right posi-
tions properly. The players also need to do theirjob,” added Ord.

The Australian picked 35 players without naming any one from
Bangladesh Premier League champions Abahani. He reasoned that the
Abahani players were not included for the time being due to their AFC Cup
commitment.

He, however, assured that he would call up Abahani players upon the
return of the national team from Qatar and those players would travel to
Thailand and will be part of the squad for the Laos match.

Ord also explained that he has picked so many young players to scruti-
nise them not only for the senior team, but also for the under-23 team
which is supposed to play in the Asian Games prior to the SAFF
Championship.

Meanwhile, defender Yeasin Khan and winger Jewel Rana withdrew from
the camp due to injuries after reporting to the coach, who will start the camp
with 24 players. Nine other players, who played in the Independence Cup
final, will join the camp on February 21.
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MASON FORCED TO RETIRE AT 26

Hull City and England midfielder Ryan Mason on Tuesday announced his retirement from football after failing to recover from a fractured skull.
The 26-year-old was involved in a sickening clash of heads with Chelsea defender Gary Cahill at Stamford Bridge in January 2017 and has not
played since. "l can confirm that following specialist medical advice | am having to retire from playing professional football," Mason said in a
statement. "I have worked tirelessly in order to be able to return to the pitch. "Unfortunately, having taken expert medical advice | now have
no option but to retire due to the risks involved given the nature of my injury. "l am and always will be eternally grateful for the incredible
network of people around me who have helped me to recover from what was a life-threatening injury in January 2017." Former Tottenham
player Mason was capped once for England, in a 1-1 draw with Italy in Turin in March 2015. "l am so proud to have come through the ranks to
play for my club, the club | love," he said. "To have had the honour of captaining the team fills me with immense pride. "Finally, representing
my country is an honour that nobody can ever take away from me and something that | am so proud to have achieved."

--AFP

While Real Madrid superstar Cristiano Ronaldo was laser-focused as he aims to rescue Los Blancos's season when they meet Les Parisiens tonight in the
first leg of their Champions League round of 16 match at the Santiago Bernabeu, Neymar and his PSG teammates (R) were in an upbeat mood.

Will Neymar trump

Ronaldo at Bernabeu?

AFP, Madrid

With Cristiano Ronaldo on
one side and Neymar on the
other, Wednesday's heavy-
weight Champions League
showdown between Real
Madrid and Paris Saint-
Germain sees two of the game's biggest global
superstars collide.

Ronaldo, the current world player of the year,
has rediscovered something like his best form just
at the right time for Real. PSG, meanwhile, are
placing their hopes in Neymar, the world's most
expensive player, as they chase the European
glory that has thus fareluded them.

The Brazilian left Barcelona for Paris to step
out of Lionel Messi's shadow. So far Neymar's
route to the Ballon d'Or has been blocked by the
Messi-Ronaldo duopoly -- they have won the
prize five times each in the last 10 years. But if
Neymar inspires PSG to victory in this tie, and
then on to glory in the final in May, he will stand a
good chance of ending their domination.

While Ronaldo turned 33 last Monday, heis far
from finished. He scored just four times in Real's
first 18 La Liga games, his slow start to the season
following a summer overshadowed by accusa-
tions of tax evasion,

But a weekend hattrick in a 5-2 win over Real
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Sociedad took him to seven goals in his last four
league outings. Suddenly, 'CR7' now has 23 goals -
in all competitions this season, more than at the -
same stage a year ago. -

He may be beginning his decline, but there is
life in him yet. And Ronaldo also lives for the
Champions League, a competition he has won .,
four times before. The Portuguese scored nine -
times in this season's group stage and his next -
goal will be his 100th in the competition for Real. ~

Neymar's first six months in France have at
times been overshadowed by reports of an
uneasy relationship with Edinson Cavani, the .
other idol at PSG and the club's all-time record -
goal-scorer. :

Doubts are still raised about how much the
French scene motivates him, too. Last week he sat
out a French Cup tie at Sochaux, just 48 hours .,
after hosting a lavish party for his 26th birthday .
near Paris' Place Vendome. -

But Neymar can almost do and say what he *
wants, as long as his performances on the field
satisfy PSG's Qatari owners after they invested a
world-record 222 million euros to sign him. .

And he is delivering on the pitch, scoring a goal .
a game in a Paris shirt.

"We have lots of great players, but our leader *
on the pitch is Neymar," said PSG coach Unai °
Emery recently.

'We live for these
moments'

AFP, Madrid

Zinedine Zidane insists he is not letting the
pressure get to him as he prepares his Real
Madrid side for Wednesday's huge
Champions League last-16 clash with Paris
Saint-Germain at the Santiago Bernabeu.

“I'm very happy. We all live for these
moments. I don't feel any particular pressure,” a relaxed
Zidane said at a press conference on Tuesday.

"We have prepared as we usu-
ally do. Certainly tomorrow
[Wednesday| there will be a bit
more pressure than usual, but I'm
going to enjoy it. My future does
not bother me much just now."

With Real fourth in La Liga, 17
points behind leaders Barcelona,
there is speculation that the
Frenchman's future as coach is on
the line against a feared PSG side,
with the two-time defending champions putting all their hopes
in the Champions League goinginto the first leg of this tie.

"I am just trying to get on with my work. This is my pas-
sion," said Zidane, who has won eight trophies as Real
coach. "l have nothing that I need to demonstrate.”

Although much of the focus is on Neymar, Zidane is wary

.
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* of the threats elsewhere in a PSG side also featuring the likes

of Edinson Cavani and Kylian Mbappe.
"Of course Neymar is a great player who is on top of his
game, but we are not only thinking about him."

British-born
youth in
nat'l boxing

SPORTS REPORTER

British-born Bangladeshi
boxer Al Sapwan Uddin will
take to the ring in Dhaka
tomorrow when the Walton
Marcel 29th National Senior
Men's and 4th Senior
Women's Boxing
Championships get under-
way at the Muhammad Ali
Boxing Stadium.
18-year-old Sapwan, who
completed his A Levels from
North London, started

playing the game during his AFP, Rotterdam

Federer‘hoping
for return to top
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The following are a few
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make the print edition.
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Time is now for City in
Europe: Kompany
Manchester City Gl s
Vincent Kompany ¥a¥4
insisted on I
Monday that the [
"time is now" for his team to
make a serious mark in
Europe, but brushed off talk of

winning a quadruple this

school life and won three
gold medals in four tourna-
ments in London. He will
now represent a Jhalakathi
club in the national cham-
pionship to showcase his
skills against local boxers.

Afghans take
2-1 lead

AFP, Sharjah
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ever to hold the position.

in what would be a high-profile quarterfinal.

Leg-spin sensation Rashid
Khan took five wickets as
Afghanistan cruised to a
six-wicket win over
Zimbabwe in the third ODI
at Sharjah on Tuesday.

The Afghans now lead

noteasy to get there.
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Roger Federer said Monday he could allow
himself to dream about recapturing the world
number one spot at this week's Rotterdam
tournament and becoming the oldest man

To climb back to the top at the age of 36, the Swiss must at
least reach the semifinals. If seedings hold up, that means he
would have to defeat compatriot and friend Stan Wawrinka

"Iwould love to be in that position with anyone, but with
Stan it would be like a Grand Slam final, a big-time match,"
said Federer. "I'm hoping to get to number one and hoping
to do it this week. You always want to do it the tough way, it's

"The achievement would be quite incredible, It's exciting
to see Stan in my section and it's great to have him back."

Federer made a relatively late decision to play at the event,
which he won in 2005 and 2012. He said that after winning in
Melbourne a fortnight ago, he felt good enough to compete full debut against -:-='— P

season.
Tahir posts emotional
message after racial slur
Imran Tahir posted an emo-
tional message . 00
on social media 2%
after he allegedly #5554
sufferedracial =
abuse from fans. The cricketer
said that he believes in
showing love to everyone
regardless of country, color or
religion.
Giroud eyes Chelsea chance
after bruising full debut
Olivier Giroud is focused on
nailing down a firs{-team,
placeat Chelsea 12258
after a dramatic s
il
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CELEBRATE VALENTINE'S DAY WITH UPAY!

GET 50% CASHBACK

AT SELECTED RESTAURANTS FROM

11-17 FEBRUARY, 2018!

Scan the QR code
to download and
install Upay or visit
the Play Store and
App Store.
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