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reaction after we've evaluated the
situation further.”

On the question of holding a free,
fair and inclusive election under the
current situation in Bangladesh,
Farhan said they are monitoring the
situation and stressed for continua-
tion of the democratic process.

“"Well, as I just mentioned we're
just monitoring what the latest devel-
opments regarding this verdict are,
and we expect that we'll say some-
thing more once we've evaluated the
situation.

“It's too early to judge what impact
this will have, but, yes, we do con-
tinue our call for an inclusive and
democratic process in the country,”
Farhan said.

Meanwhile, embassies of different
countries based in Dhaka have
updated their travel alerts for their
citizens staying in Dhaka following
the court verdict against Khaleda.

Countries, including USA, UK and
Australia, have asked their citizens to
be vigilant and maintain high level of
security awareness at all times.
However, the foreign missions have
not changed the level of their advice.

On Thursday, the BNP chief was
jailed for five years after she was
found guilty in the Zia Orphanage
Trust graft case.

Snowstorm hammers
US Midwest

Hundpreds of flights cancelled

REUTERS, Milwaukee

A major winter storm pounding the US
Midwest yesterday forced cancellation
of hundreds of flights as heavy snow
and plummeting temperatures threat-
ened to bring travel to a standstill
across the region.

The storm system stretching from
western Montana to southern Michigan
could drop up to 14 inches (36 cm) of
snow in some areas, the National
Weather Service said. The heavy snow is
forecast to move into upstate New York
and New England by early today.

Chicago was anticipating 6 to 12
inches (15 to 30 e¢m) of snow early
yesterday with more expected over the
weekend, according to the service's
forecast.

Ice and snow covered Chicago's
expressways, where there were at least
25 crashes overnight, the Chicago
Tribune reported. Most state court-
houses in Cook County, which encom-
passes Chicago, were closed for the day.

Andrew Busch, a political econo-
mist who lives in the Chicago area,
marvelled at his neighbours' famed
winter hardiness.

"Foot of snow, 25F and just saw

commuter in short sleeves holding
coat drinking ice coffee," he wrote on
Twitter. "Yep, this is Chicago!"

City officials announced school
closures in Chicago, Detroit and
Milwaukee because of the weather,

About 1,050 US flights were
cancelled, with about one in five flights
into or out of Chicago and Detroit
airports called off, according to
FlightAware.com, which tracks airline
traffic.

United Airlines said on Twitter that
waivers were in effect for snow-hit
areas this week, allowing travellers to
change flights without charges. Delta
Air Lines offered to re-book flights
yesterday for 18 Midwest cities.

Wind chill temperatures were
expected to drop below 0 Fahrenheit (-
18 C) in many areas across the region,
and officials warned of limited visibil-
ity on roads. The central and northern
Rockies also will see heavy snow, the
weather service said.

Winter weather this week killed
several people in accidents in the
Midwest, including six in [owa, two in
Missouri and one in Montana, local
media in those states reported.

Historic show of Koreas' unity
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In highly unusual scenes, hawkish US Vice
President Mike Pence sat directly in front
of the North Korean delegation.

Pence -- who has not ruled out a
meeting with the North's delegates --
vesterday called Pyongyang "the most
tyrannical regime on the planet”.

Kim Yo Jong was part of a diplomatic
delegation led by ceremonial head of
state Kim Yong Nam -- the highest-
level North Korean official ever to go to
the South -- as the Games trigger a
diplomatic rapprochement between
the rivals.

Ahead of the opening ceremony the
South's President Moon shook hands
with Kim Yong Nam at a leaders' gath-
ering in Pyeongchang, but Seoul's Blue
House said Pence did not and left
before the event ended.

Both Washington and Tokyo are
regularly threatened by Pyongyang,
but Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe did shake hands and exchange
words with Kim, Seoul's spokesman
said.

Moon was scheduled to have lunch
with the Pyongyang delegation later
yesterday,

The last member of the Kim family to
set foot in Seoul was Yo Jong's grandfa-
ther Kim Il Sung, the North's founder,
after his forces invaded in 1950 and the

capital fell.

Three years later the conflict ended
with a ceasefire rather than a peace
treaty, leaving the two sides technically
in a state of war.

Now the North is subject to multiple
rounds of UN Security Council sanc-
tions over its banned nuclear weapons
and ballistic missile programmes,
while the democratic South has risen
to become the world's 11th-largest
economy.

The delegation's trip is the diplo-
matic high point of a Games-driven
rapprochement between the two
Koreas, with the dovish Moon pushing
a "peace Olympics" that will open a
door for dialogue to alleviate tensions
and seek to persuade Pyongyang to
give up its atomic ambitions.

But all eyes are on Yo Jong -- a key
member of the Kim dynasty that has
ruled the impoverished, isolated
nation with an iron fist and pervasive
personality cult over three generations.

Many analysts suggest Yo Jong may be
carrying a personal message to Moon
from herbrother.

Tensions have been high on the pen-
insula since last year when the North
staged its sixth and most powerful
nuclear blast and test-fired interconti-
nental ballistic missiles (ICBMS)
capable of reaching the US mainland.

Leader Kim and US President
Donald Trump exchanged threats of
war and personal insults, sparking
global alarm and fears of a new con-
flict on the peninsula.

But Kim abruptly announced a plan
to send athletes and high-level dele-
gates to the Pyeongchang Winter
Games in his new year speech, setting
in motion a flurry of cross-border talks
and trips.

The announcement -- following
months of cajoling by Seoul -- is seen
as a bid to defuse tensions and seek a
loosening of the sanctions against it.

But Pyongyang also held a military
parade the same day, displaying its
hulking ICBMs in Kim Il Sung Square
in a show of strength, and the diplo-
matic manoeuvres have met a backlash
in the South, with many accusing
Seoul of making too many concessions
to its wayward neighbour.

Lee Hee-beom, head of the Games
organising committee, said "the North
and South have become one through
the Olympics”.

"Pyeongchang Olympics will become
the hope and light for everyone that
hopes for peace, not only on the Korean
peninsula but in northeast Asia and the
entire world, " said Lee.

The Games end on February 25.
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Mars on Earth!
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hopes to achieve by the 2030s.

"The deserts of Dhofar, the largest
governorate in the Sultanate of
Oman, have a resemblance to various
Mars surface features, such as sedi-
mentary structures dating back to the
Paleocene and Eocene, salt domes of
the South Oman Salt Basin and
ancient river beds," a spokesperson
for the mission said.

"The test site offers a wide range of
sand and rocky surfaces combined
with a broad variability in inclination.”

The experiment will continue until
28 February.

Public and private ventures are
racing toward Mars - both former
President Barack Obama and SpaceX
founder Elon Musk declared humans
would walk on the Red Planet in a
few decades.

New challengers like China are
joining the United States and Russia in
space with an ambitious, if vague, Mars
program. Aerospace corporations like
BlueOrigin have published schematics
of future bases, ships and suits.

The successful launch of SpaceX
Falcon Heavy rocket this week "puts
us in a completely different realm of
what we can put into deep space,
what we can send to Mars," said ana-

log astronaut Kartik Kumar.

The next step to Mars, he says, is to
tackle non-engineering problems like
medical emergency responses and
isolation.

"These are things I think can't be
underestimated,” Dr Kumar said.

Schoolboy

FROM PAGE 16
him that he would come back home
later.

As Shaheen was late in returning
home, they called him but his phone
was switched off. They then started
searching for him, but did not find
him at night.

Yesterday morning, locals found
the body of Shaheen in a paddy field
and informed them, Khorshed added.

Police recovered the body and sent
it to Noakhali General Hospital
morgue for an autopsy.

The motive behind the killing
could not be known immediately,
said Harunur Rashid, officer-in-
charge of Senbagh Police Station.

Road crash
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of Jatrabari Police Station.

Raj was rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where doctors
declared him dead.

Abdus Salam, an uncle of Raj, and
other witnesses claimed that the
vehicle carrying policemen knocked
the boy down.

However, OC Anisur said they
could not be sure immediately
whether the vehicle was carrying
policemen.

Examinees continue
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Whatsapp hours before the test.

“If you want to get the math question
paper before everyone else, be with us,”
reads a status in a group on Facebook
called, PSC JSC SSC HSC Degree
Honours Masters Admission Test BCS
Job Question Out.

Such posts have been doing the
rounds on Facebook since the begin-
ning of the SSC exams earlier this
month.

A good number of people from
different parts of the country allegedly
communicated with the leakers and got
the questions, The Daily Star learnt by
talking to some of them on Facebook.

Nagarik Chhatra Oikya, student
front of Nagorik Oikya, at a discussion
at Jativa Press Club yesterday said the
government had failed to stop the SSC
exam questions leaks.

"The government, including the
prime minister and the education min-
ister, is responsible,” read the statement
of the student body.

Riazul Islam, member-secretary of
the platform, read out the statement.

Nagarik Oikya Convener Mahmudur
Rahman Manna was present at the
programme.

“Students are now losing their inter-
est in studies. Instead of educating
themselves, they are now learning how
to pass exams through immoral means
by getting the easily accessible ques-
tions,” the statement said.

Questions of different public exami-
nations have been leaked over the last
few years.

Following media reports on the leaks,
Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid
declared a Tk-5 lakh reward for helping
catch those involved in question-paper
leaks. His ministry formed a committee
to decide on the next course of action.

But the leaks continued.

Nahid met Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina at the Gono Bhaban and said he
would step down. But the premier
asked him to tackle the situation with
stricter measures, said ministry
sources.

Nahid had earlier told journalists
that exams would be cancelled as soon
as the leaks were proved.

With little trouble, AL relieved
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to its “organisational weaknesses and
the government's tough stance”, AL
insiders say. Now the BNP will remain
busy with its party chief's legal issues
while the AL will take all-out prepara-
tions for the parliamentary elections
slated for December, they added.

"We thought that BNP men will
stage agitations across the country after
the verdict against Khaleda Zia, but
they failed to do anything, Now we are
relived and think the BNP will not be
able to do anything in the coming
days," a secretary-level AL leader told
The Daily Star, wishing anonymity,

On Thursday, AL leaders were on
alert and stayed at the party offices
across the country to watch BNP's move.

They became worried when several
thousand BNP leaders and activists
joined Khaleda's motorcade at
Moghbazar and different TV channels
were broadcasting it live. Central AL

leaders then phoned owners of several
TV channels and the information

ministry to stop the live coverage as
they thought the gathering might
encourage BNP leaders and activists in
other parts of the country to come
down into the streets, claimed sources.
The Daily Star could not verify the
claim independently:.

AFTERTHE VERDICT

The central leaders of the ruling party
have instructed its units not to be
overenthusiastic as it will give a nega-
tive message to the people, said sources

AL President Sheikh Hasina also has
asked her party leaders not to talk
much about Khaleda's landing in jail,
said sources.

Some insiders, however, added that
the ruling party has planned to carry
out a campaign to brand Zia family
members as corrupt people because

what they say is it has been “proved” by
a court verdict in the Zia Orphanage
Trust case.

Pro-government people have
already started the campaign on social
media, they mentioned.

Party leaders think the BNP chief
may also be found guilty in Zia
Charitable Trust graft case, verdict of
which is likely to be delivered soon.

Besides, AL men will highlight the
government's development activities
over the last nine years to woo voters in
the next parliamentary election.

Yesterday, AL General Secretary
Obaidul Quader and Publicity Affairs
Secretary Hasan Mahmud at two sepa-
rate programmes came down heavily
on Zia family for their "corruption”
and criticised the BNP for making a
"corrupt" Tarique Rahman the party's
acting chairman,

Talking to this newspaper, AL Joint
General Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif
said they are notbothered about ENP.

“Right now, our main concern is to
win another term and for this we are
preparing for the election. We will
highlight our success stories to con-
vince voters that the Awami League
government needs to continue to
complete the ongoing development
activities,” he said.

Some AL sources say BNP's apparent
peaceful attitude after the verdict made
some ruling party leaders suspicious.

One of Khaleda's counsels on
Thursday said the BNP chief had urged
the country men not to violate law and
requested all to hold peaceful
programmes to protest the verdict.

According to insiders, the AL will
settle its strategy after seeing what BNP
will do in the coming days. If the BNP
takes to the streets, the ruling party
men will face them, they added.

Saving Halda's broodfish
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The Halda Riverisat the centre of their
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steps were taken by the Directorate of
Environment, the Directorate of
Fisheries and the Upazila Nirbahi
Officer to protect the water body.

To expedite the initiative,
Integrated Development Foundation
(IDF), a nongovernment organisa-
tion, came forward to help in mid
last year. It equipped the team with
three speed boats, torch lights, rain
coats and a monthly allowance of Tk
1,000 for each member.

[DF is currently implementing a
value chain project on “Conservation
of Natural Breeding Ground of Fish
and Development Project in the
Halda River” under another project
of Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation
and International Fund for

Agricultural Development,

Mohammed Elias, chief of the
Hathazari upazila vigilance team,
said, “We first started this move to
save our own fishing businesses. But
the speed boats and other equip-
ment from IDF have helped us do
our work more efficiently.”

"My family has depended on this
river for generations. When 1 was
young, [ saw my father catch at least 50
kilograms of fish spawn every year; |
now catch fourto five kga year.”

Fishermen catch fish spawn twice
a year and sell to hatcheries that sell to
fish farms across Bangladesh.

“Throughout the years, we saw the
indiscriminate fishing of broodfish,
but as individuals, we could not do
anything, " added Elias.

existence, Rousongir, chief of the Raozan
upazila team, told The Daily Star. “We
have tried for years to save the
broodfish, but our efforts finally paid
off when we were united in ourefforts.”

Since formation of the teams,
they have detained one person and
seized 12,000 metres of fishing net,
he said.

Through years of experience, local
fishermen have identified 19 breading
holes for the broodfish in the mean-
dering river; the teams keep a close
eye on these spots, he added.

“Our motive is to ensure the unfet-
tered movement of broodfish so that
they can lay eggs uninterrupted,”
Rousongir explained.

In addition to supplying equip-

ment and monthly allowances, IDF
plays a biggerrolein educating farmers
along the river banks on following
environmentally-friendly practices.

Mohd Shahidul Amin Chowdhury,
a founder member of IDE said, “We
teach farmers how to cultivate their
lands without the excessive use of
pesticides, so that rainfall does not
wash itinto the river.”

Manzoorul Kibria, a professor of
the Zoology Department at

Chittagong University and a director
of Halda River Research Institute,

sald fish yield will definitely see a
marked improvement for these
initiatives.

“Without involving the commu-
nity, it is hard to reap the benefits of
this initiative.”

1 grave for 10 people
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of what Reuters was preparing to
report, acknowledging that 10
Rohingya men were massacred in
Inn Din.

The report prompted a demand
from Washington for a credible probe
into the bloodshed there and calls for
the release of two journalists who were
arrested while working onit.

But the military's version of events
is contradicted in important respects
by accounts given to Reuters by
Rakhine Buddhist and Rohingya
witnesses.

The military said the 10 men
belonged to a group of "200 terror-
ists" that attacked security forces.
But Buddhist villagers interviewed
for this article reported no attack by
a large number of insurgents on
security forces in Inn Din. And
Rohingya witnesses told Reuters
that soldiers plucked the 10 from
among Rohingya who had sought
safety on a nearby beach.

Asked about the evidence Reuters
has uncovered about the massacre,
government spokesman Zaw Htay said,
"We are not denying the allegations
about violations of human rights. And
we are notgiving blanket denials.”

When told that paramilitary
police officers had said they received
orders to "clear” Inn Din's Rohingya
hamlets, he replied, "We have to
verify. We have to ask the Ministry of
Home Affairs and Myanmar police

forces." Asked about the allegations
of looting by paramilitary police
officers, he said the police would
investigate.

He expressed surprise when told
that Buddhist wvillagers had con-
fessed to burning Rohingya homes,
then added, "We recognise that
many, many different allegations
are there, but we need to verify who
did it. It is very difficult in the cur-
rent situation.”

Events began to unfold on Aug 25
when Rohingya rebels attacked police
posts and an army base in northern
Rakhine. Fearing for their safety, sev-
eral hundred of Inn Din's Buddhist
villagers took refuge in a monastery.
On Aug 27, about 80 troops from
Myanmar's 33rd Light Infantry
Division arrived in the village.

Five Buddhist villagers said the
army officer in charge told them
they could volunteer to join security
operations. He found willing partic-
ipants among Inn Din's Buddhist
"security group,” members of the
organisation and villagers said.

In the days that followed, sol-
diers, police and Buddhist villagers
burned most of the homes of Inn
Din's Rohingya Muslims, a dozen
Buddhist residents said.

One of the police officers said he
received verbal orders from his
commander to "go and clear” areas
where Rohingya lived, which he
took to mean to burn them.

A second police officer described
taking part in several raids on vil-
lages north of Inn Din. Security
forces wore civilian shirts and shorts
to blend in with the villagers,
according to the second police
officer and Inn Din's Buddhist
administrator, Maung Thein Chay.

After the Rohingya had fled Inn
Din, Buddhist villagers took their
property, including chickens and
goats, Buddhist residents told
Reuters. But the most valuable goods,
mostly motorcycles and cattle, were
collected by the commander of the
8th Security Police Battalion and
sold, said the first police officer and
the village administrator.

Reached by phone, the com-
mander, Thant Zin Qo, did not com-
ment. A police spokesman, Colonel
Myo Thu Soe, said the police would
investigate the allegations of looting,.

By Sept 1, several hundred
Rohingya from Inn Din were shel-
tering on a nearby beach, witnesses
said. Among them were the 10 men
who would be killed. Five of the
men were fishermen or fish sellers,
two ran stores, two were students
and one was an Islamic teacher,

Rohingya witnesses said the
Islamic teacher, Abdul Malik, had
gone back to his hamlet to collect
food and bamboo for shelter. When
he returned to the beach, at least
seven soldiers and armed Buddhist
villagers followed him. Then the

military beckoned to the Rohingya,
these witnesses said, and picked out
the 10 men.

A photograph, taken that eve-
ning, shows the 10 kneeling on a
path in the village. On Sept 2, they
were taken to scrubland near a
graveyard, Buddhist villagers said,
where they were photographed
again. Security personnel ques-
tioned them about the disappear-
ance of a local Buddhist farmer
named Maung Ni, according to a
Rakhine elder. Several Rakhine
Buddhist and Rohingya villagers
told Reuters they knew of no evi-
dence connecting any of the 10 to
the farmer's disappearance.

Three Buddhist witnesses said
they watched as the captives were
led by soldiers towards the site of
their deaths. One of the grave-
diggers, retired soldier Soe Chay,
said Maung Ni's sons were invited
by the army officer in charge of the
squad to strike the first blows. The
first son beheaded the Islamic
teacher, Abdul Malik, according to
Soe Chay. The second son hacked
another of the men in the neck.

A Rakhine elder provided Reuters
reporters with a photograph which
shows the aftermath of the killings.
Explaining why he chose to share
information with Reuters, he said: "1
want to be transparent on this case. |
don't want it to happen like that in
future.”
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