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STATE OF EMERGENCY IN MALDIVES

Send envoy,
military

Opposition seeks Indian intervention;
top judges detained; president

accuses court of plotting coup

REUTERS, Male/Colombo

An exiled former president of the Maldives yesterday urged
India to send an envoy backed by military to release politi-
cal prisoners after the government of the Indian Ocean
archipelago imposed a state of emergency and arrested two
senior judges.

Best known as an "A-list" holiday destination, the
Maldives plunged into crisis last week after the Supreme
Court quashed terrorism convictions against nine leading
opposition figures including the country's exiled, first demo-
cratically elected president, Mohamed Nasheed.

Having defied the court ruling to release the detainees,
President Abdulla Yameen declared an emergency and
ordered security forces to seize control of the court and
arrest the chief justice and another judge.

Nasheed, who was granted asylum by Britain after the
government allowed him to leave jail for medical treatment
abroad in 2016, sought Indian intervention to resolve the
island nation's most serious political crisis in years.

"On behalf of Maldivian people we humbly request: India
to send envoy, backed by its military, to release judges & pol.
detainees... We request a physical presence," Nasheed, who is
currently in Colombo, said in a Twitter post.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

o ——

Sand being unloaded from a barge on the Bangshi river in Islampur area of Dhaka's Dhamrai upazila. Stench
from the river water fill the area as it is badly polluted by factory waste. The photo was taken on Monday.

6.4-magnitude
quake hits

Taiwan
2 dead, over 100
injured

AFP, Taipei

A 6.4-magnitude quake on
the east coast of Taiwan
yesterday left two dead and
more than 100 injured after
buildings were toppled and a
hotel collapsed.

Premier William Lai said
two people had died in the
quake in the port city of
Hualien and 114 were
injured, some seriously. He
gave no further details.

The national fire agency
said at least four buildings
had fallen or been damaged,
with televison footage show-
ing roads strewn with rubble
and cracks in highways.

Images showed the col-
lapsed Marshal Hotel slanted
on its side, partially crum-
pled into the ground, as
rescuers tried to pull people
to safety.

Hualien is one of Taiwan's
most popular tourist hubs as
it lies on the picturesque east
coast rail line and is near to
popular Taroko Gorge.

Taiwan's President Tsai
Ing-wen said rescuers from
around the island were

PHOTO:
PALASH KHAN

LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
Bangladesh among
top five growth
achievers: Unctad

AFP, London

World markets in turmoil

Major indexes in London, New York, Tokyo and Hong Kong
follow Wall Street plunge sparking panic in investors

much overdue correction," AxiTrader analyst James

UNB, Dhaka

The United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (Unctad) has said that
of the 45 LDCs, only five countries includ-
ing Bangladesh achieved economic growth
at seven percent or higher in 2017.

The four other countries are Djibouti
(+7pc), Ethiopia (+8.5pc), Myanmar
(+7.2pc), and Nepal (+7.5pc) while
Bangladesh achieved +7.1pc growth that
year,

The analysis contends that too many
LDCs remain dependent on primary com-
modity exports.

anticipated.
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Panic gripped trading floors across the world yester-
day, with Asia and Europe plunging after record-
breaking losses on Wall Street, as investors fretted
over the prospect of rising US interest rates and took
profits following months of markets euphoria,

The selloff began last Friday when bright US non-
farm payrolls data sparked fears that inflation will
surge this year -- and that the Federal Reserve will be
forced to raise borrowing costs more quickly than

In initial trade yesterday, European stock markets
collapsed by about 3.5 percent, mirroring dramatic
falls across Asia.

"It's not doom and gloom, and it's not financial
markets Armageddon; it's just a much needed and

Hughes told AFP.

fall.”

invalue,

at four-year peaks.

"There are four stages of a fall: hope, greed, panic
and fear, We are not at fear, but we are at panic at the
moment -- which is only natural after a 1,175-point

New York's Dow Jones Industrial Average saw its
steepest ever one-day point drop on Monday, shed-
ding a total of 1,175.20 points or a hefty 4.6 percent

And 10-year US Treasury yields are still hovering

European markets later yesterday trimmed their
gains somewhat to stand about 2.5 percent lower
compared with Monday's closing level.

"Markets usually grind to the upside, but fall like

preparing to help.

"We will get into disaster
relief work at the fastest
speed,” she said in a post on
her Facebook page.

One Facebook livestream
showed rescuers at the foot
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Section 32 not to
harass any journo

Says law minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law Minister Anisul Huq yesterday said a subsection would
be included in Section 32 of the proposed Digital Security
Act, 2018 if that was necessary for protecting investigative
journalism.

He said the step would be taken in the public interest.

“I can assure that no journalist will be harassed by
Section 32 of the Digital Security Act, as this law is not being
formulated targeting journalists,” he said. “If any journalist
is affected by Section 32, I will launch a legal fight on behalf
of the journalist for free.”

The law minister, also a lawyer by profession, was reply-
ing to questions from reporters at a "meet the press”
programme organised by Law Reporters Forum (LRF) at
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PRAYER TIMING FEBRUARY 7
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 5-3012-45 415 5-52 7-15
JAMAAT 6-05 1-15 4-30 5-56 7-45
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PM to visit
[taly Feb
12-14

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

AFP, Miami

SpaceX to launch the
'most powerful rocket'

N

ROHINGYA RETURN

Dhaka to set
up 2 camps
this month

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh is going to
complete a “list of a rea-
sonable number of
Rohingya families” and set
up two repatriation camps
within this month as part
of the process of sending
back the refugees to
Myanmar.

An inter-ministerial

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will pay a three-day
official visit to Italy and the
Holy See from February
12-14,

In Rome, she along with
international personalities
and heads-of-state will
attend the 41st session of
the annual Governing
Council meeting of the
International Fund for
Agricultural Development
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SpaceX is poised for the first test launch of its
Falcon Heavy, which aims to become the world's
most powerful rocket in operation, capable of
reaching the Moon or Mars some day.

The launch, scheduled for 1:30 pm yesterday
from Cape Canaveral, Florida, is the most ambi-
tious yet for SpaceX, and has been hailed by
industry experts as a game-changer because of its
potential to propel the California-based company
to the very forefront of the modern day space race.

"Nasa may decide to use it (the Falcon Heavy)
as a way of fast-tracking its plans to get to the

meeting held at the foreign
ministry yesterday dis-
cussed the progress of
matching the government-
prepared refugee data with
the one made by UNHCR.

Bangladesh had pre-
pared a database of indi-
vidual Rohingyas but
Myanmar wanted a family-
wise list, which only the
UNHRC prepared.

That's why the

SEE PAGE 10 COL 3 SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

"

s 7 2,000,000/~ 4

..

N

wTocmLoy 90 HERTE A4, FRT-a2a3

O2aaBBE1599
Oaa2800a:0G0

REPUBLICAN RUSSIA MEMO

Democrat rebuttal
release gets nod

AFP, Washington

A US House panel voted unanimously Monday in favour of
publicly releasing the Democratic rebuttal to President
Donald Trump and fellow Republicans’ claims that the FBI
abused its powers while investigating his campaign.

"The vote was unanimous to release this," Adam Schiff,
the top Democrat on the Republican-controlled House
Intelligence Committee, told reporters.

The panel’s action sets up a clash with Trump, who has
five days to review the request to release the document.

Democrats had pushed to have it published after
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