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On the first meet with
your future client you
don't want to take with
you a stack of photo-
graphs of your dog, your
ex-girlfriend and
AESTHETIC
pictures of a pukur-paar
in a plain old plastic file
to showcase your skills.
You have to bring your A
game! It's about time
you sat down and com-
piled your portfolio.

A photography portfolio is a concise col-
lection of well-shot photographs that fall
under a unified theme, compiled by the
photographer himself. The photographs
are the best samples of your work. The
goal behind compiling one is to market
yourself commercially and demonstrate
your skill-level as a photographer to your
potential client/employer. If you put your
mind to it, you can easily assemble a port-
folio that can create a lasting impression
on anyone: it's just important to have a
clear objective.
PURPOSE
Anyone would tell you that your portfolio
needs to be tailored according to the
wishes of your target client. However, if
you talk to someone who truly played the
field, such as Turjoy Chowdhury, you'll see
things in a different light. “A portfolio is
not designed to please one certain group
of clients. It's meant to represent you, and
your skills as a photographer. You need to
know that you can’t please everyone with
your photos - you are to pick the photos
that you feel most content with, and the
clients will select you based on how well
they connect with your style, spontane-
ously. Clients will change, preferences will
change, but artists should never change
solely based on the wants of clients or to
become someone else.”

Since it's more about how well you
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HOW TO MAKE
A PHOTOGRAPHY
PORTFOLIO

photograph and not what you photo-
graph, ask yourself these questions and
see if the pictures you picked for your
portfolio align with your answers:

e« What's my specialty?

e Can these photos create an impact on
their own?

e Am I showcasing a use of diverse tech-
niques?

e Do these photos work well together?
PLATFORM

Consider which platform best suits you.
You may print out your selected photo-
graphs and have a published portfolio, or
you could have a digital portfolio that can
be accessible worldwide.

If you are just starting out, it's best to
stick to online platforms where you can
upload photos into easily re-designable
layouts that can be tweaked according to
choice, anytime. These websites developed
solely for photographers can automati-
cally act as accessible portfolios for view-
ers. Examples include SquareSpace,
Zenfolio, 500px, Smugmug, Format, and
Photoshelter. You may also create your
own blog. Wordpress, Tumblr, Facebook
or Instagram are excellent for gaining
exposure, but these are not for profession-
als, and your photos won't retain quality
when uploaded here. So use social media
as a secondary platform.

For more confident photographers,

on social media

Define your own style

Almost half the battle on

social media 1s catching your

audience’s eye. Be visually en-
gaging, state your own style
and avoid jumping on the
trending bandwagon.

Know your audience

If you can picture the type of
people who might be interested in
your photography, you will find it
easier to reach them. Use tags on
Facebook and Instagram to targer
specific audiences.

Set some goals

Define what traction you
want to get from social

media. If you are invested in

wedding photography, set

the number of weddings you

want to shoot during the
span of a select timeframe.

Educate your audience

“1 '. Do not hesitate to share your

4 camera settings for a particular
photograph you post, if you
have valuable information to
share with your audience, they
will keep coming back.

on how you should
publicise your photos

infographic: rahin sadman islam

Post consistently

Algorithms on Facebook or
Instagram change all the
time. Although you might be
intrigued to spend some
money right off the bat to
reach a larger audience, en-
gagement and consistency
can be the best free tip to
get your photos the reach
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PLATFORM

TO SHOWCASE
YOUR WORK

there's making hard-copies — you'll have a
lot more options in terms of presentation.
It exhibits professionalism, and you can
print out the photos in any size or quality
you wish without the restrictions that
some websites pose. You could also print
multiple copies to send to different clients
for keeps. To step things up a notch, you
can get a classy leather-binder and insert
your photos into it to present as a portfo-
lio. It's best to pick one digital platform
and one physical platform. Dream Weaver,
one of the biggest wedding photography
services in Bangladesh, has both an online
page which features their best-shot photos
for each event, and an annual publication
of their best works.

PICKING AND PLACING

Firstly, survey all the portfolios you can
find for ideas, but make sure plagiarism is
absolutely off-the-table. Mohammad Nafis
Hossain, former vice-president of Islamic
University of Technology Photographic
Society (IUTPS) and a member of team
Dream Weaver pointed out, "It's very
important to be humble. Consider watch-
ing other people's work and portfolios so
that you can enrich yours, not by copying,
but by taking inspiration from them."

It's better to have a small series of
exceptional photos that can stand on their
own than to have a bunch that are just
"adequate.”
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Make sure there 1s a range of techniques
being displayed, and not all photographs
are taken from one angle or setting.

Set a theme for your portfolio, and pick
images that look like they are all exhibit-
ing that theme. The photographs under
one theme are cohesive; they have dia-
logues within them. It would look disor-
ganized if you picked a picture of a sunset
and a rubber duck for the same portfolio.

Instead, if you focused on real-estate
and picked a series of dynamic photo-
graphs of just monuments through differ-
ent angles, it would be a lot more aestheti-
cally pleasing.

Layout matters. The portfolio itself
needs to look well put-together. Maybe
printing photos out in co-aligning sizes
and placing them with proper spacing in-
between would help in enriching the out-
look. As Anthony Maddaloni, published
photographer of the New York Times,
points out, “I have seen people with the
best presentation in the world and not
such great images, but they still got the job.
And I've seen people with the best photo-
graphs in the world and have the worst
presentation and they didn’t get the job.
So, you really want to think about both."

[ IN WHICH CASE, EVERYTHING
IS WORKING. | DON'T NEED TO
FIX WHAT IS NOT BROKEN.

L

ALSO, YOU'RE FIRED AS
YOUR AUDIT WAS FULL

OF USELESS INFO.
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The importance of making lists

A lot of us find ourselves constantly drowning under work.
Some days it's as if you're working all day yet not managing
to get much done. One thing that has always helped me is
making to-do lists. Here's how it can help you as well -

e Lists help you organise
everything into one
place. You have a
clear vision of

what you need to
get done, and when
you have to do it.
This way you can
allot time to each
task, without having
to multitask con-

» Making lists will
always calm you down.
[t works as an instant
stress reliever for me,
partly because it
makes me feel a
sense of achievement. I might not have finished the
actual work yet, but putting it in a list means that I'm
on my way to getting it done.

e You will find it much easier to attain short term

Susmita is a literature major who lives on tea
and sweet toast.

Bangladesh is rapidly moving towards middle income
status by 2021. Our businesses definitely offer
immense opportunities for the growing economy and
this diversity needs a stage for the stories untold. See
Bangladesh make its mark on the global map as
Making a Difference brings you our proudest success
stories from across the country.

goals. Listing those goals
and working on one ata
time will be much easier
than trying to do everything
at once.

e I have found that writing
down your lists on a
piece of paper to be more

effective than typing

them, but that may just be
a personal preference. Get a
planner or just make lists on
your phone - as long as it
helps you work, it's good.

» Lists can also help you
track your work progress if
you remember to update it
at the end of each day.
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