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PRIME BANK

Rahel Ahmed, chief executive officer of Prime Bank, attends the bank's annual strategy and budget meet at

Brac CDM Rajendrapur in Gazipur.

India moves to stub out
tobacco industry rights

REUTERS, New Delhi

The Indian government is pushing the
Supreme Court to apply a rarely used
doctrine that would strip the $11
billion tobacco industry's legal right
to trade, an effort aimed at deterring
tobacco companies from challenging
tough new regulations.

New Delhi has for the first time
asked the top court to classify tobacco
as “res extra commercium’, a Latin
phrase meaning “outside commerce,”
according to a Reuters review of previ-
ously unreported court filing by the
Health Ministry on Jan. 8.

If applied, the doctrine - which
harkens back to Roman law - would
have far reaching implications: in
denying an industry's legal standing
to trade, it gives authorities more
leeway to impose restrictions.

For example, the Supreme Court's
application of the doctrine to alcohol
in the 1970s paved the way for at least
two Indian states to ban it completely
and allowed courts to take a stricter
stance while regulating liquor - some-
thing constitutional law experts say
could happen with tobacco if a similar
ruling was made.

“The effects of tobacco are much
more than even alcohol ... It will be a
fillip to this drive against tobacco,”
said government lawyer R.
Balasubramanian, who is acting on
behalf of the Ministry of Health in
pursuing the designation.

Balasubramanian, however, said the
sovernment is not discussing banning
tobacco and the goal of invoking the
Roman law doctrine was only to curtail
the industry's legal rights.

With an aim to curb tobacco con-
sumption - which kills more than
900,000 people each year in India -
the government has in recent years
raised tobacco taxes, started smoking
cessation campaigns and introduced
laws requiring covering most of the
package in health warnings.

But a court in southern Karnataka
state last month quashed those labelling
rules after the tobacco industry success-
fully argued the measure was "unreason-
able” and violated itsright to trade.

The government this month
appealed the ruling in the Supreme
Court which put on hold the
Karnataka court order. The top court
will next hear the case on March 12.

In its filing, the government
included “res extra commercium”
because it wants to stop the industry
from pursuing such arguments again,
said Balasubramanian.

Seeking to apply the doctrine to
tobacco, the government argued it
should have the power “to regulate
business and to mitigate evils” to
safeguard public health, the court
filing showed.

Sajan Poovayya, a senior lawyer
representing top Indian cigarette maker
ITC Ltd and Philip Morris International
Inc's Indian partner, Godfrey Phillips,
said the industry’s legal rights would be
severely limited if the court applies the
doctrine to tobacco.

Poovayya said he would fight the
government's argument “tooth and
nail” and make a case that taking away
the industry's right to trade would
imperil millions of Indian farmers
who depend on tobacco for their
living. The industry estimates 45.7

million people in India depend on
tobacco for their living.

“India is a tobacco growing country
and there's a need to look at the inter-
est of those people who are already in
the sector,” Poovayya said.

“Tobacco is not destructive to
health. Iftobacco is, sugaris as well.”

ITC and Godfrey Phillips, as well as
India's health ministry, did not
respond to requests for comment.

India's tobacco labelling rules,
which mandate 85 percent of a ciga-
rette pack's surface be covered in
health warnings, have been a sticking
point between the government and
the tobacco industry since they were
enforced in 2016.

That year, the industry briefly shut
factories across the country in protest
and filed dozens of legal cases chal-
lenging the rules.

The federal health ministry says
stringent health warnings on packages
help reduce consumption of tobacco
by making people aware of its ill-
effects. A government survey last year
found 62 percent of cigarette smokers
thought of quitting because of warn-
ing labels on the packets.

Mary Assunta, a long-time tobacco
control advocate and a senior policy
advisor at the Southeast Asia Tobacco
Control Alliance, said she had never
heard of a country applying the “res
extra commercium” doctrine to
tobacco, but hoped India would set a
precedent.

“Such a classification will help
protect tobacco control measures from
being challenged, particularly for
developing countries where the bulk of
the smokers are,” Assunta said.

Doing business
in 5 Korea
getting harder

EU firms say

REUTERS, Seoul

More than three in five

European Union execu-
tives say doing business
in trade-dependent
South Korea -- Asia's
fourth-largest economy -
- has got harder, a survey
showed Tuesday.

Respondents to the
EU Chamber of
Commerce in Korea
cited rising labour costs,
ambiguous rules, market
access, and inconsistent
application of regula-
tions as issues, urging
more transparent
policymaking and
improved rule of law.

"Initiatives to support
business such as deregu-
lation seemed to have
phased out," the organi-
sation said in its
Business Confidence
Survey.

President Moon Jae-
In came to power last
year promising reforms
in several areas.

But the ECCK said:
"Not much progress has
been made in terms of
substantial changes
referring to improve-
ments in business and
international trade.”

A total of 108 com-
pany executives, repre-
senting a combined
workforce exceeding
30,000 employees and a
total turnover of EUR 28
billion, answered the
survey in November.

The Korean market
was increasingly strategi-
cally important, said 44
percent.

But 61 percent "feel
that doing business in
Korea has become more
challenging than two
years ago", the ECCK
said.

Progress in Nafta talks, but
very slow: US trade official

AFP, Montreal

Talks aimed at revamping the North
American Free Trade Agreement have
advanced slowly, a US trade official said
Monday, while holding out hope for break-
throughs in the next round of talks.

Negotiators from Canada, the United
States and Mexico bore down on key issues
in week-long talks in Montreal, averting a
feared collapse of the bloc, which binds
together nearly 500 million consumers.

With Washington accusing Canada of
intransigence, Ottawa changed tack and
presented new proposals on several key
sticking points.

UUS Trade Representative Robert
Lighthizer slammed a few of those pro-
posed compromises including on the auto
sector, but agreed to keep talking.

A next round of Nafta negotiations has
been scheduled for the end of February in
Mexico, before moving to Washington.

"We finally began to discuss some of the
core issues. So, this round was a step for-
ward. But we are progressing very slowly,"
Lighthizer told a news conference.

"We'll work hard between now and the
beginning of the next round (in Mexico at
the end of February) and we hope for
major breakthroughs during that period,"
he said.

Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister
Chrystia Freeland said she was "pleased
with the progress that has been achieved
here this week."

"Canadians do not view trade as a zero
sum game in which one side must lose in
order for the other to win," she said.

"We've also said from the outset, last
August, that we believe that Nafta must be
updated and improved and that the benefits
of trade must flow more broadly to more
people in order for that trade to be sustain-
able."

Their tone was markedly more optimistic
than at the start of the round when
Canadian officials expressed concern the
United States would pull out of Nafta.

To protect itself from such an eventual-
ity, Ottawa had even announced last week
that it was joining the Trans-Pacific
Partnership along with 10 other Asia-
Pacific countries.

CITIBANK NA

Mohammad Akher, head of sales, treasury and trade solutions at Citibank NA Bangladesh;
Barrister Tanjib-ul Alam, head of Tanjib Alam and Associates, and AKM Fahim Mashroor,
founder and CEO of Ajkerdeal.com, an online marketplace, attend a discussion on
“Next wave of treasury digitisation: Looking ahead” at The Westin Dhaka recently.
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MN.B: Special Instruction —
(1) This notice will be available on the web site of BFFWT (i.e. www.bffwt.gov.bd) and CPTU (www.cptu.org.bd).

Interested applicant may obtain further information from the phone no. 9558521 & 9561813 also.

(3) The applicant shall be allowed to submit the application to the place fixed for the submission of the same by post, by courier service or in person at any day

(during office hours) during the period fixed for the preparation and submission of the application. In case of submitting P.Q documents by secured post
service must be addressed to Director (Industries & Commerce), BFFWT, 88, Motijheel C/A. Dhaka and it must be reached within the time mentioned in

Sl No. 8.

In the event of unavoidable circumstances / uncontrollable reason if the selling and receiving of the P.Q documents cannot be done on the above mentioned
dates, the next normal working day will be treated as the valid date of selling and receiving of the same respectively. Time and place shall remain

unchanged.

A particular Developer / Firm / Company may participate in tender of three prﬂjﬂﬂls 51n'tu:ltamzt::usl;.r and even 1f incidentally a particular firm / company
becomes highest bidder in both, he must be awarded only one of his choice, in other words no particular Developer / Firm / Lzm)m" be awarded

more than one project.

Land litigation (if" any) will be meet up by the BFFWT authority. g
In applicable cases “The Public Procurement act 2006™ and “The Public Procurement Rules 2008" shall be followed. "\1 "Lm
(Mir Md. azrul Islam)

GD-287

Director (Industries & Commerce), BFFWT.
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3, | wEetEa f9gae waeig feerea qeir SafE |
Fae™ BANGLADESH FREEDOM FIGHTERS’ WELFARE TRUST ;
& ¥ g Under the Ministry of Liberation War Affairs TG SRATEA AfSBITE AN @ | AT o AE fFwwt wgerw (o), weieie,  CeaaRe P, B
Swadhinata Bhaban, 88, Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka- 1000, fowrar s2019 |
. 8. A9 R A i BT R I
o INVITATION FOR PRE-OUALIFICATION '
Sealed Pre-qualification applications are hereby invited from the bonafide Developer / Firm / Contractor for the under mentioned works. . o T ey |
Developers / Contractors who already pre:- ualified for any particular project, need not to submit the documents further, M, T b R A T T oY (qqs)ﬁ“ |
1. | Ministry/Division Ministry of Liberation War AfTairs.
2 | Name of invitation Agency Bangladesh Freedom Fighters® Welfare Trust ( BFFWT), Dhaka. a. MR GERIS] ¢oo/- ( B '®) GIFl M@ (SCFOCAM]) |
3 | Invitation for Pre-qualification for Construction of Market / Commercial Complex / Multipurpose Building at different places v. | wae@ Fifere Aemme om sifed | 2¢/03/205v32 ©Iff o7 o) .00 ffG 7w |
of BFFWT's owned lands on sharing basis. @ F
4 | Invitation Ref. No. 48.01.0000.202.14.388(4).16/420 Date- 31/01/2018
5 | Method of invitation Open Tendering Method (OTM). ». | m97g Teee o (A oE Siled | 2u/03/20 332 SifEY 977 03,90 NG 714w |
6 | Budget and Source of Funds : | Developer / Company’s own fund. 8 Y
7 | Project/ Package no.-1 Cmsuu-:tlcm of (3B+25) 28 storied Commercial Complex at Mimi Chocolate Lid. 255, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka
Programme | Package no.-2 | Construction of (3B+25) 28 storied Commercial Complex at Old Tabani Beverage Company Ltd, 257, Tejgaon Industrial yo. | WaHE Wit g TEoq oAfeE FAFS, FF T-bot, NART =, S W =S e
Name Area, Dhaka. W (W W&]‘p@ CeTieET T5E. Gl ﬁﬁs‘mm mﬂﬁﬁ TOH
Package no.-3 | Construction of Multi-storied Market / Commercial Complex Building on sharing basis by developer on BFFWT owned < ), ’ * ’ TR0 o
land at 1018, Chatteswari Road, Chittagong. e (oo ITH |
8 | Name & Add f the offi d Date & Ti f Selling and Receiving of P.Q Doc t
¢ & Address ol the office(s) and Date & Time of Selling e Q Bocumen e = )Y, | vEUE T AT ©iffY, TN 992 | 2u/o/05v32 S 77T 02,00 G | W2l SarTa 8oy FF |
(i) Selling of a) Finance Division, BFFWT, 88, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. b) Eastern Chemical Industries | Upto 9.00AM to 5.00 PM G
Schedule ltd. (ECI), 20 Mohara I/A, Chittagong. 11/03/2018 | every working day e HAERTSITE (S IS S TESE AEetre afeviE G FAACE
(ii) Receiving | a) Office of the Director Industries & Commerce, 88, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka. b) Eastern | 12/03/2018 | Upto 3.00 PM 3R, | WSl RIS L 2 b W@? o o
Chemical Industries Itd. (ECI), 20 Mohara I/A, Chittagong. fe) q2=e IR Sfes! G0 T | (F) veafe A I=E@T 34 GT AR (A
9 Place / Date / Time of Pre-bid Meeting, Office of the Director (Industries & Commerce), 88, Motijheel C/A, | 05/03/2018 | 11.00 AM. ( ) o ( ) @E ( }
Dhaka D29 Fre@ (o) ©IfC fRame FAmmad (F) TieF FAREreid T6 Am=g G9e SAfeewele
10 | Eligibility of | As stated in the PQ Document. Interested Developer / Firm / Company will provide information including that they are qualified to FAIRET HAOIE® ToEE waeEd Ay FATE
Applicants perform the work (Brochures, Description of Similar Assignments and Experience in similar working conditions. Availability of sl sl S |
appropriate qualification and experience among staff with signed Curriculum Vita). yo, | waey e aifeg 3w e e, 9% Te-vwdyo, FUED 9w, AreES, SeEENe, (EFIE T, G-
11 | Pre qualification Document price: TK. 10,000.00 (Ten thousand) only (Each set). (Non refundable). y309
12 | Completion time : 48 months (Package no.-1, 2 & 3) el
13 | Package no)Area in Acre Brief Description of works. 8. | WA *1$ ¢ famsraen AfeSrem 3t Wﬁ‘lﬁ’l’ I
Construction of (3B+25)=28 storied Commercial Complex of highest height and area as fit to be approved by RAJUK / CLGI S (@ FEd Wi IfeEE T TFH WEAE &5 FferEm
I 1.00 concerned authority in regards to the size and location of the land concerned with three basements with related electrical, water G Wif o il feet
supply &sanitary works and ancillary works at Mimi Chocolate Lid. 255, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka. S| FLTH AT |
Construction of (3B+25)=28 storied Commercial Complex of highest height and area as fit to be approved by RAJUK / frers ETes
2 1.00 concerned authority in regards to the size and location of the land concerned with three basement and related electrical, water
supply & sanitary works and ancillary works at Old Tabani Beverage Company Lid. 257, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka. oy | fET ofen= PTI0E SATaACaa AT4IGT Wa2d & Fa0e 209 |
Construction of Multistoried Market / Commercial Complex of highest height and area as fit to be approved by
’ 06599 | CDA/concerned authority in regards to the size and location of the land concerned with required numbers of basements, 0% | (@ PR WA FSTATE (@ (I VAT Q2T T ST T FAST FGATF HGT LA |
Cineplex in suitable floor/s with related electrical, water supply & sanitary and ancillary works on BFFWT owned land of 09 | WEULEE AT LTS e wieree wifder 7 <41 T & waeE Tifee 90e ooy A |
Dielwar Pictures Limited (DPL) at 1018, Chatteswari Road, Chittagong. = A
14 | Name of official inviting pre-qualification application Mir Md. Nazrul Islam o8 | T*EIb® HAAaMetF LTAey ¢ € S S AT A0S 20 |
15 | Designation of Official Inviting pre-qualification Director (Industries & Commerce) BFFWT. Gt "3
16 | Address of official inviting pre- qualification 88, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000.
17 | Contact details of official inviting pre qualification. Telephone: 9562340 Fax No.: 9562258 E-Mail- di@biiwt.2ov.bd L e B - B e O O e s = R B R o 2 R e e B TR o R e [ M e B B
|8 | The entity reserves the right 1o accept or reject any or all pre-qualification applications without assigning any reason.
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