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ADMISSION TESTS
DU expels 15
students over
fraudulence

DU CORRESPONDENT

The Dhaka University
authorities last night
expelled 15 students from
the institution over fraudu-
lence in admission tests.

Among those expelled
are two leaders of
Bangladesh Chhatra
League, a pro-Awami
League student front.

The decision was made
at a meeting of the univer-
sity's syndicate, said Vice-
Chancellor Prof Md
Akhtaruzzaman.

Twelve of them got
admitted to the university
last year through fraudu-
lence while the rest were
members of a gang that
helped admission seekers
take the entry test either by
providing leaked questions
or sending answers to
students through electronic
devices during the admis-

A BNP activist hits a policeman with a stick, right, in front of a prison van near the Supreme Court yesterday during a clash

el fadie: S with police. A policeman retaliating with a stick, fop left. A BNP activist attacking a policeman, /eft middle. Two policemen
Navim Anjum Tonoy of B 4 B hit a female BNP activist with a stick and a shotgun, bottom left. The clash erupted after police had picked up two BNP

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6 et e .Z' S activists near the High Court and put them in the prison van.
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Deadlock ends Missing BNP leader
at Benapole |arrested by Rab

Trade resumes thru' the Confirms Rab official, says he was held for plotting subversive
landport after 5 days activities; family alleges Rab men take away his passport
MOHSIN MILON, Benapole STAFF CORRESPONDENT subversive activities Khokon, mass

education affairs assistant secre-
tary of the BNP, was allegedly
plotting.

Trade activities through Benapole Land Port resumed | Rab yesterday confirmed that it
Monday night after five days. arrested BNP leader Anisur

The activities had come to a halt on Thursday when the | Rahman Talukder Khokon over Rab later handed him over to
users of India's Petrapole Land Port, which is opposite to | allegations of plotting subversive Ramna Police Station. He was

the Benapole port, went on an indefinite strike after | activities around 20 hours after he ‘ : shown arrested in a case filed last
Petrapole customs officials decided to issue car passes writ- | went missing in the capital's year over plotting subversive activ-

ing the details themselves. Gulistan area. Rl‘lﬂk - ities, said Sub-inspector Mizanur
The car pass is the permission for entering the goods- “We have arrested him 0 Rahman of the police station, also
laden trucks on both sides of the land port. In a car pass, IKhﬂl{DnI on information that he was investigatiﬂn officer of the case.
details of a vehicle, its driver and helper and the goods the | involved in plotting subversive activities, " Lt Talking to this correspondent, Khokon's
vehicle is carrying are written. Col Emranul Hasan, commanding officer wife Shah Israt Azmery said members of the
The land port users used to write the information in the | (CO) of Rab-3, told this newspaper yester- elite force picked up her husband on a vehi-
form of a car pass seeker. day evening,. cle with a Rab-3 sticker from in front of
The impasse was over around 11:00pm on Monday after He, however, didn't say what type of SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
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Amazon opens own
rainforest in Seattle

REUTERS, Seattle

Amazon.com Inc on Monday opened a rainforest-
like office space in Seattle that it hopes will spark
new ideas for employees.

While cities across North America are seeking to
host Seattle-based Amazon's second headquarters,
the world's largest online retailer is still expanding

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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Banks asked
to lower
their loan-
deposit ratio

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The central bank yesterday
instructed banks to lower
their loan-deposit ratio to
within 83.5 percent by June
30 in a move to reining in
the banks' aggressive lend-
ing practices.

The Shariah-compliant
banks will have to lower
their ratio to 89 percent
from 90 percent.

The runaway private
sector credit growth has
compelled the Bangladesh
Bank to take this stand, said
a central bank official.

Earlier in December last
year, the BB blocked Tk 76
crore of two banks with its
account as penalty for
breaching the ceiling for
loan-deposit ratio set by the
central bank.

The private sector credit
growth stood at 18.13 per-
cent in December last year,
which is way past the target of
16.2 percent set by the BB for
the first half of the fiscal year.

While unveiling the
monetary policy for the
second half of fiscal 2017-
18, BB governor Fazle Kabir
said that the central bank
will slash the loan-deposit
ratio with the view to ensur-
ing the quality of credit.

“The banks will have to
follow the asset-liabilities
and foreign exchange risk
management. Strict mea-
sure will be taken against

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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PRAYER TIMING JANUARY 31
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 5-3512-454-15 5-46 7-15
JAMAAT 6-10 1-15 4-30 5-50 7-45
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Empty Indian trucks in a gridlock at Benapole Port yesterday after they had offloaded goods
and were trying to get back to India. Trade resumed yesterday five days after Indian traders
went on a strike protesting a change in the process of issuing “car passes”.

US releases list of oligarchs, political figures eligible
for sanctions; Putin says it is an unfriendly act

CNN ONLINE or more, The list includes 114 senior politi-
e Some of those named are already cal figures with close ties to Russian
The US has released a sweeping listof g hiect to US sanctions. But the President Vladimir Putin, including
prominent Russian business and ;dministration stopped short of his chief spokesman, Dimitry Peskov,
political figures, in defiance of imposing any new punishments, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and
Moscow and implementing a saying the legislation was already Prime Minister Dimitry Medvedev.

Congressional law designed to pun- doing its job. The report was "not a The Treasury said the list was
ish Russia for election meddling. sanctions list," it said. "based on objective criteria drawn
The US Treasury report, published Instead, the Treasury report resem- from publicly available sources.” The

on Monday night, listed every senior bled an exercise in naming and sham- oligarchs' names matched exactly a
member of the political administra- ing -- putting individuals on notice list of 96 Russian billionaires com-
tion at the Kremlin, and every Russian  that they may be subject to sanctions piled by Forbes magazine last year.

oligarch with a net worth of $1 billion in the future. SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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