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This recent photo shows illegal structures, including the demarcation wall erected by the authorities of Bangladesh Tea Board, occupying

Unachhara at Sualok Bazar in Bandarban Sadar upazila.
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The lone canal, locally called Unachhara,
which flows through Sualok union in Sadar
upazila, is nearly dead as authorities of
Bangladesh Tea Board as well as local influ-
ential people have continued erecting illegal
establishments along its bank for the last
couple of years.

As the major portion of the eight-
kilometre-long canal is already occupied,
household and factory wastes are seriously
hampering the flow of water towards the
nearby Sualok Canal.

People have built houses and business
establishments grabbing the bank of the
canal, which plays an important role in
environment as well as livelihood of the
people living in the area.

"Once free flowing, the chhara (canal) is
getting narrowed day by day due to the
illegal encroachment,” said Hla Prue
pHOTO: sTaR Marma of Sualok Majerpara area.

UNACHHARA CANAL IN BANDARBAN

Encroachment
unabated

SANJOY KUMAR BARUA, Bandarban Due to the mindless grabbing, the canal
has turned narrower at Sualok Bazar as
Bangladesh Tea Board in Bandarban has
taken control of a large portion of the canal
land.

Development Officer at Bangladesh Tea
Board's Bandarban sub station Amir
Hossain said, “We built a demarcation wall
on the Chhara as the land falls inside our
two acres acquired area.”

In 2008-2009 fiscal year, Bangladesh Tea
Board Bandarban unit acquired some two
acres of the hill land, including some part of
Unachhara, following permission from the
district administration.

Bandarban Deputy Commissioner Dilip
Kumar Banik said there is no scope to
acquire the chhara or any canal because it is
totally illegal.

Sualok Union Parishad Chairman U
Kyaw Nu Marma said they will take immedi-
ate steps to demolish the illegal structures
from both sides of the canal.

2 former food
officials jailed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A court here yesterday sen-
tenced two former officials
of Pabna food department
to different terms of rigor-
ous imprisonment for mis-
appropriating government
rice and wheat worth Tk
10.68 lakh in Ishwardi
upazila in 1993.

Pabna Special Judge

RUPA RAPE, MURDER

Accused claim
'Innocence’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

All the five accused in the case for rape and murder of law
student Rupa Khatun on a moving bus in Madhupur
upazila under the district on August 25 yesterday claimed
themselves innocent.

They made the claim while they were

'Punish
rapists of
Marma girl'

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Indigenous students at a
human chain in the district
town yesterday demanded
punishment of the perpe-
trators involved in raping a
Marma girl and molesting
her younger sister in

Brick kiln owner sued

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Bagerhat Roads and Highways
Department (RHD) filed a case
against a brick kiln owner on charge of
extracting soil from government
acquired land beside Muniganj Bridge
on Bagerhat-Chitalmari road on
Saturday night.

The police also seized the excavator
used for digging the soil.

For the last two days, Mohammad

Mizanur Rahman Moni, owner of the
MBI Brick Kiln, set up near Muniganj
Bridge, was illegally cutting the land
with excavators on the government's
acquired land.

Informed by locals, Bagerhat RHD
Executive Engineer Mohammad
Anisuzzaman Masud visited the area
on Saturday noon, and ordered taking
legal action against the brick kiln
Owner.

"Such soil extraction can cause

serious damage to Muniganj Bridge of
Bagerhat-Chitalmari road in the long
run. Sub-assistant Engineer HM Sohel
Hossain filed a case on behalf of the
Roads and Highways Department
against Mizanur Rahman, owner of
the brick kiln, " the official said.

“We have recorded the case filed by
RHD and seized the excavator used for
digging soil beside the bridge,” said
Md Mahtab Uddin, officer in charge
of Bagerhat Model Police Station.

Mohammad Liakot Ali
Mollah sentenced
Mozammel Haque, former
in-charge of Muladuli
Central Supply Depot
(CSD), to 13 years imprison-
ment and Joynal Abedin,
former food inspector of the
depot, to seven years.

The court also fined
them Tk 4.97 lakh each,
Public Prosecutor Obaidul
Haque said.

According to the case
statement, the convicted
food officials, in coopera-
tion with each other, misap-
propriated 8.3 tonnes of rice
and 8.4 tonnes of wheat
worth Tk 10.68 lakh from
Muladuli CSD between July
1986 and May 1987 while
they were deputed to the
government food godown
in Ishwardi upazila.

examined by the court of Abul Mansur
Miah, acting judge of Tangail Women and
Children Repression Prevention Tribunal,
under Section 342 of the Penal Code.

Earlier, the court told the accused
about all the proceedings of the case that
been held previously and asked them
whether they are guilty orinnocent.

Then the court asked the accused whether they will give
any safai sakkhi (defence witness) and they denied.

The court fixed January 31 for argument in the case.

Earlier, recording of depositions of 27 prosecution wit-
nesses of the case was completed on January 21, said advo-
cate Ataur Rahman Azad, district unit general secretary of
Bangladesh Manobadhikar Bastobayon Sangstha, which is
providing assistance to the state side in the case,

Police on August 25 recovered Rupa's body near Tangail-
Mymensingh road in Tangail's Madhupur upazila.

The law enforcers arrested five employees of a bus --
helpers Shamim, 26, Akram, 35, and Jahangir, 20, driver
Habibur, 45, and bus supervisor Safar Ali, 55, from
Madhupur in this connection on August 28.

Senior judicial magistrate's courts in Tangail on August
29 and 30 recorded their confessional statements under
Section 164 and sent them tojail.

Rupa Khatun

Rangamati on January 22.
The two girls, aged 18

and 13 years, became vic-

tims of the brutalities dur-

rity forces at Orachhari

of Rangamati around mid-
night on January 22, speak
ers said at the programme.

ted to Rangamati Sadar
Hospital the next day but no

matter as the victims' family

speakers said, adding that the
younger sister said she had
seen men in uniform,

The perpetrators, who-
ever they may be, must be

recurrence of such inci-
dents, they said.

Thoai Kya Jai Chak
presided over the event.

ing a joint raid by the secu-
village in Bilaichhari upazila

The two sisters were admit-

case has been filed yet over the

members are facing threat, the

brought to book to prevent

-
= ol .
L ¥
1'.5-4-"-

Ry kA : b

-~y b d Fea
e |r _‘ ‘
Fy ¥ . L .
. " ‘-. i
O — P
3 ".r'"" . e - .
g e

-—
®

- e

The Roads and Highways Department filed a case against a local brick kiln owner on Saturday night as mindless earth
extraction from beside Muniganj Bridge on Bagerhat-Chitalmari road in Bagerhat posed an eventual risk for the

bridge. The photo was taken earlier on the day.
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Workers of the construction firm in collusion with Roads
and Highways Department officials do maintenance
work of Lalmonirhat-Fulbari road in BDR Gate area of
Lalmonirhat town on January 20 night, apparently to
evade people's notice of the alleged low quality work.
Inset, dust is mixed with construction materials for
carpeting work of Lalmonirhat-Mogholhat road at
Banbhasa in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila on January 21.

Roads damaged days
after repair

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Days after completion of the mainte-
nance work of two roads in the dis-
trict, the carpeting wore away, trigger-
ing a public protest.

Local people blamed Roads and
Highways Department (RHD) con-
tractors and officials for their alleged
negligence in the maintenance work
of Lalmonirhat-Fulbari and
Lalmonirhat- Mogholhat roads.

As low quality and less quantity of
materials were used, Lalmonirhat-
Fulbari road was carpeted in the dark
of night on January 21, said Nazrul
Islam of BDR Gate area in the town.

Carpeting of the road in the area
started getting damaged from January

22 as the contractor in unison with
some unscrupulous officials of RHD
used low quality and less materials in
the maintenance work, he said.

Abdul Hamid of Kulaghat Bazar
area in Sadar upazila said the carpet-
ing wore away seven days after com-
pletion of the maintenance work of
the road in the area on January 8.

Delwar Hossain of Sakoya Bazar
area in Sadar upazila said carpeting of
Lalmonirhat-Mogholhat road got
damaged a week after it was done on
January 14.

Manowarul Islam of Banbhasa area
in the upazila blamed the authorities
concerned for the negligence.

RHD Section Officer Anwar Hossain
who supervised the maintenance works

of the two roads said Tk 55 lakh was
sanctioned for repairing and carpeting
1760-metre of Lalmonirhat-Fulbari
road while Tk 43 lakh was sanctioned for
repairing and carpeting 3800-metre of
Lalmonirhat-Mogholhat road under
maintenance scheme,

“The maintenance work of two
roads started on January 1 and it will
be completed by this current month,
he said, adding that he is monitoring
the work properly.

Lalmonirhat RHD Executive
Engineer Ali Nurayen said they did
not find any fault in the maintenance
work of the roads.

Lalmonirhat-Fulbari road's BDR
Gate area was carpeted during the
night as the area is a busy one, he said.
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Fifth grader
raped

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
lamalpur

A schoolgirl was raped
allegedly by a youth in
Bakshiganj upazila of the
district yesterday.
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