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The term “Content Marketing” has been
gaining traction gradually over the past
few years, and by the look of it most peo-
ple in the digital industry have no idea
what it means, let alone clients. In our
scene, content marketing is in danger of
turning into another digital advertising
bubble where it becomes another ineffec-
tive mouthpiece for your brand. So first,
let's hear how the leading content market-
ers, Content Marketing Institute, define
content marketing—

“Content marketing is a strategic mar-
keting approach focused on creating and
distributing valuable, relevant, and consis-
tent content to attract and retain a clearly
defined audience — and, ultimately, to
drive profitable customer action.”

That sounds like something a BBA stu-
dent will regurgitate onto their exam
scripts for a course he paid way too much
for. Let me break things down for you.
What is content?

In general terms, content is everything. In
marketing specific terms, it's a piece of
resource that has inherent value to your
specific target group that establishes your
credibility as a brand. Content can be a
free book, like how Walton gave me a free
recipe book on my purchase of their air
fryer. It can also be a blog or anything that
adds value to the potential customer's life
after perusing it.
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WHILE YOU QUIETLY GIVE US ALL YOUR MONEY,
YOU MIGHT WANT TO READ THIS ARTICLE ON
'3 BENEFITS OF HAVING THEFT INSURANCE’.

WROTE IT MYSELF. HIGHEST READ CONTENT

IN THIS NEIGHBOURHOOD.

BANK GIVES YOU
SPECIAL DISCOUNT
IF YOU TAKE HIS
REFERRENCE.

ILLUSTRATION: EHSANUR RAZA RONNY

EVERYBODY WANTS TO DO CONTENT MARKETING

BUT WHAT IS IT REALLY?

How does content marketing help me?
As we quickly adopt the age of the
internet, our customers are slowly becom-
ing more and more informed. Before buy-
ing a product, almost everyone I know
youtubes for reviews and such. Having the
right content in place or having a content
platform that your customers rely on can
drive up your credibility. Let's talk about
Red Bull. They are a proper media plat-
form now. No one had access to photos of
Felix Baumgartner's jump except Red Bull
Media. Newspapers and TV had to get their
footage from an energy drink company.
Red Bull and Monster regularly does these
crazy things that produce top notch con-
tent for the aspirational youth. What's the
point, you ask? Next time you're stuck in
Dhaka traffic, look to your left and count
the number of Red Bull and Monster stick-
ers on motorbikes. Monster isn't even
available as readily as Red Bull is in
Dhaka. That's blind loyalty through the
power of content.

Is it a magic potion that will fix my
brand?

No, it's not. Content marketing on the
long run can become more powerful than
any of your marketing activities but
expecting it to produce short term results
is like expecting a baby within a month
because you have 9 wives. Like all market-
ing strategies, you need to divide up your
goals for the short-term and the long-term.
Push digital marketing activities for short-

term gain while concurrently curating a
long-term content marketing ecosystem.
An ecosystem?

Yep. Where do you think the
#shotoniphone pictures go? The Apple
account. As mentioned in my previous
article, Urban Truth did this 5 years ago
while most digital agencies in the country
were too busy looking for dollar endorsed
credit cards to "boost viral videos.” For a
content marketing plan to work, you need
to figure out a sustainable method of your
content distribution. Surprisingly enough,
PR agencies work the hardest for content
marketing in the country. Unfortunately,
due to the lack of expertise, most of their
articles look like it was written by a copy-
writer who was lobotomised by the client
to only speak superlative praises for the
brand. They look hilariously fake. When
you're dealing content, credibility is key.
Credibility? What's that?

Welcome to the age of the internet where
everyone has a voice. If you're peddling
content that clearly looks like it was paid
for to promote your brand, at best people
will ignore you; at worst, they will berate
you. In such circumstances, it's super
important to make sure there is a level of
transparency with your customer. For
example, our vision for Rantages was to be
a credible content platform for humour
and purely that. In the past 5 years, there
have been many brands who wanted spon-
sored content but their requirements
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DID YOU HEAR THEY HIRED
‘A CONTENT MARKETER’ TO
FILL OUT A POSITION IN HR TO
HELP INCREASE PRODUCTIVIT ’li__

WE'RE JUST HIRING
ANYONE AND EVERYONE NOW?

OOH, LOOK, HR SENT A VIDEO
OF A LAZY CAT USING AN AXE.
THEY INSIST WE WATCH IT.

IT'S FOLLOWED BY ARTICLE LINK
'STUDY SAYS 98% EMPLOYEES THAT
DO NOT WASTE TIME GOSSIPING,

meant that our target audience would feel GET TO KEEP JOB.

like we were selling out. After declining
every sponsorship request throughout this
time, now we have finally settled on an
endorsement model that our fanbase is
okay with. They trust us to make the right
judgements. If your content has no value,
you can't force it. Content marketing takes
at least a year to flourish and needs con-
stant tinkering from experts.

I'm still not sold on this idea of content
marketing

Aside from a quick google that'll show you
that content marketing's decisive year is
2018, just think about the brands I men-
tioned in this article. This is the PR mile-
age their content has generated without
ever even contacting me. Content makes
people organically speak about your
brand. Michelin is a tyre brand that certi-
fies restaurants.

Finally, if your product isn't up to the
mark, content marketing will never work
for you. Instead, people will generate their
own content on social media criticising
your products.

YOU THINK THIS HR HIRE

WILL WORK OUT? NAH.

BUT | SUDDENLY FEEL
THE NEED TO GET
BACK TO WORK.

RUMMAN R KALAM

Rumman R Kalam is the founder of Rantages
and uses his 8 years of content experience as a
consultant to help brands develop their long-
term vision and bring stability to their market-
ing activities. Reach him at
rumman @ rantdges.com.

Bangladesh is rapidly moving towards middle income
status by 2021. Our businesses definitely offer
immense opportunities for the growing economy and
this diversity needs a stage for the stories untold. See

For most people, so much of exhaustion seeps in by the end of
a usual work day that you're grateful just to make it home
and collapse on a bed. The only way to make room for your
own wellness is to somehow integrate it within the work day.
This list of apps will help with just that. Each of these apps
can be installed on your computer, so a workstation can also

DIFFERENCE

1. Awareness
This app reminds users to take a break after every
hour of continuous computer use. It keeps a time
count on your menu bar and senses if you're active
on your computer. After each active hour, it plays
the soothing sound of a Tibetan singing bowl to
remind you to take a short break. The app also
gives you a link to follow for interesting ideas for
your break.

2. Elux

Designed to reduce the strain on your eyes, this app
is a lifesaver if your job involves a lot of staring at
the screen. Elux adjusts the color temperature, i.e.
tint and brightness of your computer based on your
location and time of day.

3. Posture Man Pat

As the name suggests, this app
helps improve your posture
while you're working,
The mechanism is
really quite sim-
ple. The app uses
the Y - axis of
your webcam to
sense if you're
slouching. Even

if you change
your posture

without knowing it, you have nothing to worry

about because Pat will remind you to fix it by dim-

ming your screen or sounding a bell or both.

4. DeskActive

A paid app with a free trial option, DeskActive

helps you be healthy while you're literally sitting

around. The app provides reminders and animated

guides to over 300 simple stretches and exercises.

The best part is, you can do many of these exercises

without having to get up from your chair and let-

ting anyone else notice.

5. Headspace

Don't forget your psychological health while

focusing on physical activity! A few min-

utes can change your life, as
promised by the
Headspace app. It
includes bite - sized medi-

tation guides for busy
schedules and a set of exer-
cises specifically designed to
calm you down when you're
panicking or having a
meltdown,

TASMIAH HAQUE |

Tasmiah is studying
finance at IBA, DU.

Decide if it’s worth it
If your professional skills or your company aren't
good enough, then your personal branding won't
help at all. Brand your product or your skills before
branding yourself. Make sure people associate your
name with a good product. X

Don’t fake it
It’s really quite exhausting to maintain a fake
personality. Also, your followers will definitely
see right through it. Try to remain true to
yourself, instead of carefully curating a
perfectly fake social media personality.

Bangladesh make its mark on the global map as
Making a Difference brings you our proudest success
stories from across the country.
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