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REASONS NOT TO MERGE
YOUR SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY

SOCIAL CIRCLES

School Friends

VERONICA GOMES

As much as I dislike the concept of
divisions, I've a list of things that I think
need to be divided- school and university
friends are definitely on top.

University does a lot to you.
Academically speaking, it pushes and
challenges you to certain extents that
often leave you super stressed out
and overall done with life. These
hardships, however, are nothing
compared to that of balancing your
social life between your oldies and
newbies. Now the simplest answer
for you would naturally be to merge
the two groups of friends together
and pray that they get along.
Problem solved, right? Wrong. Here
are a few reasons why:

Chaotic atmosphere: Your school
and university friends hanging out
together is like a crossover episode —
it's interesting at first but then gets
plain chaotic. I don't know whether
it's just me but there's the sense of
just too much going on at one time
and place which bothers me in these
situations. I would much rather meet
them in groups and know more
about their lives than be swamped
with shallow conversations which
just brush through the surface, which
is often the case in these mixed gath-
erings.

You lose your escape: It's only natu-
ral at times to be tired of university
or school aspects of your life and
here's when the two being merged
becomes problematic. If things start
looking down in university, you no
longer have the opportunity to let
yourself be engulfed by your school
friends and vice versa, which is a
result of the aforementioned merge.
Moreover, it's not really the same
anymore and hence you lose your
source of your otherwise much

University Friends

needed escape.

Sometimes the two don't click:
There's always the possibility of them
not getting along with each other.
Moreover, it's worse when conversa-
tions become unrelatable to one side
of the group. For instance your
school friends may keep bringing up
school references and the others may
feel left out. As silly as this sounds,
keeping the balance and giving out
equal amounts of attention to both
sides become difficult to maintain. [
for one, would prefer not being put
in such situations.

They get along too well: The only
thing worse than them not getting
along, 1s them getting along. These
newfound friendships may seem
convenient to you at first but then the
unexpected consequences come to
light. They start getting access to all
aspects of your life, which include
embarrassing photos and stories
which you would've rather preferred
being kept in the dark. This is much
like your friends adding up your fam-
ily on facebook, only a thousand
times worse.

Now, despite of all the points I
have listed out thus far, I have how-
ever merely highlighted the negatives
so don't be too quick to judge. There
are obviously several upsides includ-
ing like saving the time and money
otherwise invested in separate hang-
outs, not having to ditch one plan for
another and most importantly, not
having your two groups of friends
despise one another. However, it all
comes down to preferences so take
your pick.

Veronica Gomes is a devout Coldplayer
and Sherlockian who is convinced her
dog has secret pet parties at her place
when she's not around. Email her at
gomesveronical 997 @gmail.com

Whatis
consent!

TASNIM ODRIKA

Webster's dictionary defines consent as “to give assent or approval”. The
meaning is easy enough to understand but still there are millions out
there who are struggling to fully understand the concept of “consent”.
And for them, I present this easy beginner's guide.

Let's start simple with the meanings of the word “yes” and “no”. Yes
means yes and no means no. In no situation does the word “no” mean
yes. Here's a secret that a lot of us don't know. There are no hidden
meanings behind these two words. To make things clear, let's go over a
few real life examples where these two words are used.

QUESTION: Rahim and Shamim are best friends. After class, both of
them are walking home one night in a dark alley. Suddenly a 1000 Tk
note slips from Rahim's pocket and Shamim immediately picks it up.
But you see, Shamim felt a bit of greed holding the note in his hand
and he wanted to keep the 1000 bucks for himself. So, he asks Rahim if
he can have it. Rahim says “no”. What does Shamim do?

ANSWER: He returns the note because Rahim does not want Shamim
to have it.

Now, if your answer was something else please go back and reread
the previous paragraph and a round of applause to Shamim for asking
and respecting Rahim's wishes.

Let's go over a different situation.

QUESTION: You are babysitting two of your cousins. One of them
has just received a new toy car and he is showing it to his brother
because he wanted to try out the new car with him. But the brother gets
a bit envious and wants to have the car all for himself. So, he steals it.
When you later find out about this, do you get mad at the first cousin
for trying to share a toy he just got and stop buying stuff for him in fear
that they will get stolen again? Or, do you teach the other cousin that
stealing is bad?

ANSWER: I sincerely hope none of the answers encouraged criminal
behaviour.

Our last situation is the most complex.

QUESTION: Shafik has been in love with Parul since the first time he
saw her in his paasher bashar chaad. Even though Parul isn't aware of
Shafik's existence, he is madly in love with her. After a few talks with his
boys, Shafik finally gathers the courage to go up to Parul and confess
his feelings. But since Parul has never even seen this guy before, she says
no to him when he asks her out. Now, does this “no” hold any hidden
meanings along the lines of “Please, follow me around everywhere"?

[ would ask each of you to ponder over the answers to these ques-
tions at home, keeping in mind that yes means yes and no means no.

Tasnim Odrika is having an existential crisis at the moment and doesn't really
know who she is anymore. Send her compliments at odrika_02 @yahoo.com
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1. Permission that is sober, verbal, conscious, willingly
given, enthusiastic, continuous, and revocable

2. Absolutely mandatory




