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Local GT86 widebody conv

aking the crown of national sports car
away from the Toyota Celica and the
Mazda RXS8, the Toyota GT86 has filled
Bangladeshi streets with a capable rear-
wheel drive platform that is ripe for tun-
ing, Usually, people are reluctant to put a
fresh new sports car under the knife for
major bodywork and engine mods - the
Celica and the RX8 took a good five or six
rears before anyone started tinkering
around with them properly. That's not the
case with the GT86 - with easier access to
aftermarket parts and greater abilities of
mechanics and garages at an 86 owner's
hands, these nimble, fun cars are getting
the aftermarket attention they deserve.

While the other bodykitted GT86s were

imported into the country with various
pieces attached to them, Rayhan Kabir
Rafin's widebody Rocketbunny GT86 is a
little different. That's because the

Toyota GT86 meet

Bangladesh's new national sports car got a
dedicated meet last weekend at a Toyota
GT86 meet held at Purbachal. With a nim-
ble, fun RWD chassis, the GT86 is one of the
best drivers' cars you can buy in the country,
and the owners came to celebrate that by
doing donuts in the dirt. We don't recom-
mend pulling such stunts on crowded public
.but we'll let it slide on wide empty
stretches when there aren't people around.
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widebody kit was fitted locally - at
Nippon Auto Works, under the supervi-
sion of Zaheen Tajoar Chowdhury.

The swap is fairly straightforward, aside
from the precise fender cutting that
requires an expert eye and minute adjust-
ments to make the wide panels fit prop-
erly. The Rocketbunny V2 bodykit requires
the front crash bar to be cut, so it's not
exactly a bolt on affair. The original
bodykit and the HKS Hipermax coilovers
(a definite requirement if you want that
flush look with camber adjustment) were
sourced from Bangkok, Thailand. For the
wheels, Rafin opted for 18 inch 10.5]
Enkei RSO5RR wheels shod in Achilles
265/357R tyres— considering how wide
the end product became, the 10.5] wheels
were nearly not wide enough, requiring
25mm front and 28 mm rear wheel spac-
ers. 2-degree front and 2.25-degree rear

roads..

PHOTOS: SHADMAN AL SAMEE

negative camber gets the 86 sitting low
and wide on the road. Coated in a won-
derful solid Porsche Mexico Blue, the
now-distinctive 86 needed that extra
touch to liven things up on the perfor-

mance front. Tomei TI downpipe, GReddy

straight pipe and Kakimoto Regu06&R
exhaust make the 2.0 litre boxer motor
sound sublime,

What's next? Rafin plans on chassis
stiffening bars, more aggressive camber, a
supercharger kit, unequal length headers,
cold air intake, cams, and lightweight
pulleys in the near future. For now, he's
happy to let the tail slide out, imitating

everyone's favourite child-star turned pop-

sensation in her over-the-top music
videos.
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Tokyo Auto Salon 201

The Tokyo Auto Salon is to
Japan what SEMA is to the US
- the premier automotive show
for Japan's billion dollar after-
market industry. Held annually
at Makuhari Messe, Chiba City,
the Tokyo Auto Salon highlights
the latest trends, parts and
tuner cars to come out of
Japan, with a healthy dose of
manufacturer support. Recent
years have seen increasing pres-

ence of American muscle and
Euro supercars - globalisation
working its magic.

Varis is still at it with the old Supra, =
showing off an aggressive new
widebody kit.

Is TAS complete without the
Swarovski crystal studded Euro
courtesy of D.A.D?

Mugen displayed a tuned Honda
Civic Type R...with an ugly snout.

Hybrid race cars will be all the rage
in 2018.

Interesting to see how newer luxury
cars get the VIP treatment.
Subtlety's out the window.

Opinion dividing, but hella cool -
widebody Liberty Walk kit for knockoff
Miura based on a Ford GT40 replica.
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