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If the big five of Mashrafe Bin Mortaza, o i
Shakib Al Hasan, Tamim Igbal, -
Mushfiqur Rahim and Mahmudullah -

Riyad do their job with the utmost
eagerness, one can expect nothing less than the best
from the Bangladesh national team.

And that is exactly what happened during the two
emphatic tri-series wins over Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka
atthe Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur.

Khaled Mahmud, who is currently in charge of
the Tigers as technical director, summed up the
sentiment best when he said: "The Bangladesh
team's dressing room is now boosted with more
than 60 years of international cricket experience
and if you combine the international careers of
our five senior players. You can advise them very
little because they can take their own decisions.”

"Everything is same as before but the only . . 2
difference is that they are enjoying more freedom  f§ -'-."_:,;-"-!"1".-.-:" m",w' it A
now," Mahmud said yesterday before adding, "“*m s Qi P

"And you can see the results." LAV P P ™ s e -

T Ls

'-"'-::ﬁ" w A

H

R }
?i'_ .

.r. '!r k = ) . ,

LAt wr -:F.- ..'_.-.

i - A ik TR, 3
7 Mﬂrm@;* .{a‘h ""“',:w TS S
il

A R

Bowling most pleasmg Mahmud
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The former national skipper saw no point in
adding anything further about his stalwarts,
instead speaking about how pleased he was with
his team's bowling performances in the first two

games, especially the impressive displays from

Rubel Hossain and Mustafizur Rahman.

"Before praising the bowling effort, let me say
something about Mashrafe [Bin Mortaza]. He
was simply outstanding. What is there to say
about his nagging accuracy? You all saw that.
Actually I had very little doubt over my top bats-
men but there was a concern with the bowling
unit. Refreshingly the consistent and disciplined
bowling pleased me most," said Mahmud.

"It was encouraging the way Rubel bowled and
not only did Mustafizur get back his rhythm, it was
also nice to see him with his trademark smile. I just

victories,

want to see all of my bowlers continue with the line
and length they have followed in the first two
games. Now we have to be consistent in our perfor-
mances so that we can achieve the ultimate goal in
the tri-series; clinching the trophy," he added.
Mahmud also informed that the team was not
overlooking any mistakes despite the convincing

"We can improve a lot and this team has the chance
to achieve many things if we can correct all the mis-
takes no matter how small they are; like how we gave
away a few extra runs in the game against Zimbabwe,"

The pace trio of Bangladesh bowled well in the first two games of the ongoing tri-series, with
Mashrafe Bin Mortaza (C) becoming wiser, left-arm quick Mustafizur Rahman (L) showing signs
of maturity and Rubel Hossain offering disciplined aggression.
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Mahmud continued. "Like Mashrafe I also believe we
have to have a player at number eight who can change
the complexion of a game with real quickfire knock.
We have to score more runs in the slog overs."
Mahmud was also unwilling to relate anything
to former Bangladesh head coach Chandika
Hathurusingha, instead saying that he wanted to

remain focused on the team's journey towards

concluded.

becoming 'invincible' athome,
"We may not be far away from establishing
ourselves as an invincible team at home,”

he

Zimbabwe players can have a bigger smile on their faces provided that they beat Sri Lanka in today's crunch
game of the tri-series at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur.
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Rabada wants
a whitewash

AGENCIES, Johannesburg

South Africa pacer Kagiso
Rabada warned India they
should be ready to face more
misery after the series defeat
at Centurion, with the third
and final Test to start at the
Wanderers on Wednesday.

Having taken an unas-
sailable 2-0 series lead,
South Africa are taking the
weekend off, but Rabada
assured they are still deter-
mined to make a clean
sweep.

"Wanderers is a good
wicket. It's normally a mov-
ing wicket. There's always a
result at the Wanderers.
You're sort of never really
'in' on that pitch. At the
moment we want to focus
on what we have to do now,
that is to beat India. Every
game you go into, you want
to win. So, we want to get a
whitewash," Rabada told
reporters.

Lungi Ngidi's debut at
Centurion has given the
Proteas’ attack a cutting-
edge and Rabada is looking
forward to a long partner-
ship with his schoolmate.

“We played together in
under-19. We even toured
India, but he got injured
unfortunately and his trip
was cut short. But we
played together at school
and have a history. So, it's
just nice to play with your
friend from when you were
a teenager. Long may it
continue, and we can form
a great partnership.”

Brothers thru' to last 8
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Brothers Union

w booked a quarterfinal
WALTON berth in the Walton

LUP 2018 Independence Cup
= RimmrBuk 1 ile dumping
Muktijoddha Sangsad out of the competition
with a 1-0 victory against the latter at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

Bishal Das scored the only goal of the
game in the 20th minute to put the All
Oranges in the last eight behind Farashganj,
who had already sealed their qualification
as the top team from Group B.

Brothers Union came into this fixture
with a difficult task as they needed nothing
less than a win to progress after having lost
their opening match against Farashganj.
Muktijoddha, on the other hand, would
have progressed with a draw as they had
held the relegated Farashganj to a 1-1 draw
in their first match.

But it was Brothers Union, with their

backs against the wall, who took the lead
early when Bishal headed home a corner
from midfielder Mithu Bhuiyan. This was
Bishal's second goal in two matches follow-
ing his late strike during their 2-1 defeat
against Farashganj on Tuesday:.

Muktijoddha, who finished the premier
league in 11th position, applied heavy pressure
in the second half but were unlucky to not find
an equaliser. Amirul Islam’s effort at near post
on 70 minutes was fisted away by Brothers
Union goalkeeper Sujon Chowdhury before
the same striker's header missed the target by
inches eight minutes later.

Brothers Union defender Yusuf Ali Khan
made a goalline clearance on 85 minute
before Bishal received his marching orders
for a second yellow card in the 90th minute,
but his side held on for a precious win to
seal their last-eight berth.

The tournament will go into a three-day
break for the AFC Cup preliminary stage
fixture between Saif SC and TC Sports of
Maldives on January 23.

The principal coordinator of PMO (SDG) and president of Bangladesh Roller Skating
Federation Abul Kalam Azad, federation's general secretary Ahmed Asiful Hasan
and vice-president Salman Obaidul Karim, along with other dignitaries, unveil the
plaque of Orion International Roller Sports Stadium in Valuka, Mymensingh

yesterday.
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Mathews out
of tri-series

AGENCIES, Dhaka

Sri Lanka's captain Angelo
Mathews will return home
after doctors suggested that
he will need three weeks rest
after having hurt his right
hamstring during the team'’s
opening ODI against
Zimbabwe on Wednesday in
the ongoing tri-nation series.

Mathews missed the
second ODI against
Bangladesh but the team
management kept him in
Dhaka until doctors who
treated him in England
during Champions Trophy
assessed the injury. They
were hoping that the cap-
tain will be able to play
during some stage of the
series, but on Saturday,
they were informed that he
will be out for three weeks.

Dinesh Chandimal, the
Test captain, will lead the
side during the rest of the
ODlIs.

Team selection
is shameful:

Prabhakar

AGENCIES, New Delhi

Former all-rounder Manoj
Prabhakar slammed India's
team selection in the ongo-
ing Test series against South
Africa yesterday, saying it
was a shame to pick players
for a Test match based on
their form in ODIs.

India excluded Ajinkya
Rahane for the first two
Tests and dropped
Bhuvneshwar Kumar in
favour of Ishant Sharma for
the second Test despite his
three-wicket burst on the
opening day in Cape Town.

Virat Kohli's bold choice to
pick Ishant while ignoring
Rahane have seen the prodi-
gious cricketer come under
heavy fire, with even Virender
Sehwag criticising the team
selection. And Prabhakar also
opposed Kohli's choices,
terming them 'a shame'.

"This is a shame. If you
start picking Test side on
T20I or ODIs form, then
you're gone. It's a specialist
job to play new ball in Test
matches," Prabhakar said.

"We have Rishabh Pant
here, will you play him for
a Test? He can score a cen-
tury in 25-30 balls,"
Prabhakar quipped.

He added that
Bhuvneshwar should be
back in the side for the third
Test, opining that his ability
to swing the ball in the air
would help the team get
wickets with the new ball.
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A drab DPL draft

Mashrafe still on the trading block?
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The charm and excitement
surrounding the Dhaka
Premier League players' trans-
fer diminished greatly since the
introduction of the player draft
system and this year's draft was no different.

The traditional entry of club officials
and cricketers on horse carts and such was
not seen, nor were any bands performing
at the highly hyped players' transfer, which
took place at a city hotel yesterday, but
instead it adorned a corporate or franchise
based look.

The tournament might bear a posh outlook
however, in terms of the players' reimburse-
ment, the standard has fallen drastically com-
pared to previous editions where cricketers
were categorised by player specific payments,
set by the Cricket Committee of Dhaka
Metropolis, rather than have the players
choose their own clubs and remunerations.

the second round after none of the clubs
showed interest in the dashing left-hander.
It was also learnt that Kalabagan might
exchange Tamim and that the side retained
Mohammad Ashraful, Tasamul Haque,
Muktar Ali, Nail Samad and Abul Hasan.

Legends of Rupganj reined in Mushfiqur
Rahim with the third call of the first round
while Mohammedan Sporting Club roped
in Tigers Test and T20 skipper Shakib Al
Hasan with the fifth call of the lottery.

Mahmudullah Riyad and Rubel Hossain
were picked up by Prime Bank Cricket Club
and defending champions Gazi Group
Cricketers selected Imrul Kayes while
Mustafizur Rahman and Liton Das will
feature for Prime Doleshwar.

Giants Abahani Limited went for two
icon players in the form of Nasir Hossain
and Mehedi Hasan Miraz and also picked
up fast bowler Taskin Ahmed, who was
dropped from the tri-series.

The inter-club cricketers' transfer has now become more academic than exciting,
as was the case in the past when clubs were engaged in a heady battle to rope in

the best instead of forming the roster in a posh hotel.

Tigers ODI skipper Mashrafe Bin
Mortaza was selected by Shinepukur, one of
the two teams that were promoted to the
Premier League and the lucky winners of the
lottery among 12 clubs.

The tale might see another twist as there
is a clause that allows clubs to exchange
players on a mutual understanding ahead of
the league. And it was learnt that Abahani
Limited has shown interest on Mashrafe
and Khelaghar's Anamul Haque. We might
see a few more exchanges apart from these
two though, leaving players' guessing about
where they might ultimately play before the
league begins.

However national players will not be
available for the league's first phase, which
is scheduled to begin on February 5, until
February 18 due to the Tigers home series
against Sri Lanka, a fact that team officials
keptin mind during the draft yesterday.

Despite getting the second call of the first
round Kalabagan Krira Chakra opted for
Taibur Parvez, listed as a grade-B plus player,
instead of any icon player. On the other
hand, Kalabagan picked up Tamim Igbal in
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THE 12 ICONS OF THE DPL

Name Club

Mashrafe Bin Mortaza Shinepukur
MushfiqurRahim Legends of Rupgan;
Shakib Al Hasan Mohammedan SC
Tamim Igbal Kalabagan KC
Mahmudullah Prime Bank
Imrul Kayes GaziGroup
Mustafizur Rahman Prime Doleshwar
MehediHasan Miraz Abahani

Nasir Hossain Abahani

Liton Das Prime Doleshwar
Anamul Haque Khelaghar SKS
Rubel Hossain Prime Bank

Wicket-keeper batsman Anamul
Haque was the only icon player selected
by Khelaghar SKS while Sheikh Jamal
Dhanmondi Club and the other new
comers, Agrani Bank, did not pick any
icon player from the draft. Left-hander
Soumya Sarkar was the biggest signing for
Khelaghar.

Young Tigers face
India in quarters

@ICC UNDERTS Bangladesh will

SPORTS REPORTER
f CRICKET face off against
} WORLD CUP India in their ICC
MNEW ZEALAND 2018 UI'ldEl‘-lﬂ Wﬂl‘ld

Cup quarterfinal encounter at the
Queenstown Events Centre on January 26.
The game will be telecast live from 3.30pm
(BST) on Star Sports 1.

The young Tigers finished second in
Group-C after England romped to a massive
282-run win over Canada in the final group
stage fixture yesterday.

England will now face their perennial
rivals Australia, who finished second in
Group-B while India topped, in the other
quarterfinal on January 23.

Bangladesh won their first two matches
against Namibia and Canada, two associate
member-nations of the ICC, convincingly

but suffered a big defeat against England.

The India game, in unfamiliar New Zealand
conditions, will be a big test for the young
Tigers, who lack depth in batting and do not
have quality pace bowlers. And although
Bangladesh finished third in the last edition of
this tournament, which was held at home in
2014, it will be tough for them to make it into
the last four this time around.

Interestingly though West Indies, who
won the title in the previous edition by
beating India, failed to even cross the group
stages this time around.

Interestingly, the West Indies team, who
won the title in Bangladesh in 2014 by beat-
ing India in the final, have failed to cross the
group stage in this edition.

Pakistan will take on South Africa in the
third quarterfinal while hosts New Zealand
will face an impressive Afghanistan side in
the fourth quarterfinal on January 25.
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