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unicef &

Representative
UNICEF bangladesh

Message

UNICEF has been supporting programmes in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts since 1972, following the
liberation war. In the 70's UNICEF support
focussed on providing safe water and diarrhoea
prevention. From 1980, UNICEEF started supporting
projects on child development, education, health,
nutrition and capacity building of the community
with income generation.

In the mid 80’'s considering the hilly, inaccessible
terrain and scattered habitation, UNICEF and the
Government of Bangladesh began collaborating to
establishd "community centres”". These centres
functioned as early learning centres and as a site for
mobilizing communities for development activities.

In 1991, UNICEF and the Government of
Bangladesh jointly 1initiated the Integrated
Community Development Project (ICDP) to set up a
network of para centres with two main components;
early learning opportunities for children; and health,
hygiene and nutrition education and promotion for
mothers and children.

UNICEF has been privileged to support the
establishment of a network of 4,000 para centres in
remote areas across the three districts. Due to
targeted interventions, achievements in birth
registration and pre primary education are
commendable and exceed national averages. For
example, according to MICS 2012-2013 pre
Primary Education is 13.3 percentage points higher
than the national Average.

ICDP will complete its third phase in December
2017 to move on to the next phase of "Sustainable
Social Services in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts"(SSSCHT) in line with the SDGs. The focus
will be on universal coverage of a minimum
package of services through the para centres
delivered with quality and capacity building of the
Hill District Councils and communities for
managing these services. UNICEF Bangladesh is
proud to be a partner of the Hill District Councils,
Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs and
Government of Bangladesh in this development
initiative.

I wish all success for our joint effort.

(Edouard Beigbedar)
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