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After centuries of colonial rule, the tem-
pestuous sequence of events that led to
the partition of the subcontinent
changed the lives of the people forever.
The struggle and the horror left an indeli-
ble mark on the psyche of every witness
to this watershed moment of history. As
for artists the strife to come to terms with
memories of the tarnished past and the
hope of a future — one that was perhaps
for the first time in the hands of people
themselves — was even more poignant.

Lines were now being drawn in every
sphere of life and some, like M F Husain,
opted to redefine 'roots and culture' and
reinvent 'art' in unconventional manners
hitherto alien to India.

Husain was primarily self-taught and
started his professional career as a
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painter for a film industry that would
soon thrive in the city of Bombay. This
had a great impact on his mind and love
for cinema is something MF carried with
him for the rest of his life. His film,
Through the Eyes of a Painter, in 1967,
was a winner of the prestigious Golden
Bear Award, and even in the 2000s he
was busy making films. In the last
decades of Husain's life his public admira-
tion of Madhuri Dixit earned him ill-
repute in the fraternity, yet the
'Gajagamini' series of paintings are one of
his most well received works.

Soon after the partition of 1947, M F
Husain was invited to join the Bombay
Progressive Artists' Group (PAG), a short-
lived art group founded in post-partition
Bombay.
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