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BSF picks up
Bangladeshi
cattle trader

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

Indian Border Security
Force (BSF) picked up a
Bangladeshi cattle trader
from Burimari border in
Patgram upazila of the
district yesterday morn-
ing.

The detainee, Mofazzal
Hossain, 24, is son of Abu
Hanifar of bordering
Mughlibari village in the
upazila.

Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) sent a
protest letter to their Indian
counterparts yesterday
asking them to return the
detained Bangladeshi
through a flag meeting,
BGB officials said.

Subedar Wahedul Islam,
camp commander of BGB
61 Battalion in
Lalmonirhat, said BSF
troops of Changrabandha
camp under BSF 61
Battalion picked up
Moftazzal while he entered
into Indian territory with-
out valid documents.

Worker's body
found floating
in pond

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Jamalpur

The body of a man, who
went missing on Saturday,
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TOO GREEDY, TOO CALLOUS: lllegal stone extractors have dug large holes just beside Kalairag Government Primary School in Companyganj
upazila of Sylhet, posing landslide risk for the school and nearby dwellings.
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School kids at risk as stone

lifting continues

was recovered from a pond
in Dapunia area of the
town yesterday.

The deceased was Saiful
Islam, 40, son of late
Amanullah of Langaljora
area in the town. He was an
employee of a welding
workshop in New Bus
Stand area.

Saiful went to the work-
shop as usual on Saturday
morning and left the work-
place in the evening. He had
been missing since then,
police said quoting Ripon
Miah, elder brother of Saiful.

Locals found Saiful's
body floating in the pond
yesterday.

MINTU DESHWARA, back from
Companyganj

Even after Wednesday's accident
that killed a worker and injured
another, stone extraction has
continued at a quarry in Kalairag
area of Companyganj upazila
under Sylhet, much to the worry of
locals, especially the teachers and
students of Kalairag Government
Primary School.

There are 293 students at the
school from pre-primary to Class
V but their presence has lessened
as the children have to pass
through the path near the deep
holes of the quarry while going to
school and returning home, said
Lukes Chandra Das, headmaster

of the school.

“We informed Companyganj
upazila education office and
others concerned of the matter but
the authorities didn't take action
yvet,” said Royes Mia, president of
the school managing committee.

A group of illegal stone extrac-
tors led by Basid Mia have contin-
ued the stone lifting work from the
school premises, said a resident of
Kalairag area, seeking anonymity.

Visiting the area, this corre-
spondent found several large
holes that were created for stone
lifting in the school premises.

Basid Mia could not be con-
tacted as his mobile remained off.

“We are passing fear due to holes

and landslide,” said Monjur Hosain,
a Class IV student of the school.

"We asked the stone extractors
to follow the environment laws
but they did not pay heed," said
Shamim Ahmed, a resident near
the school.

Milton Mia, 45, a resident of
Hadarpar village near the river in
Gowainghat upazila, said they are
living there amid fear of landslide
due to stone lifting in the area.

Nasrin Jahan Fatema, vice
chairman of Companyganj
Upazila Parishad, said unplanned
stone lifting has created several
large holes in the area, posing the
risk of landslides that would affect
the adjacent primary school and

nearby dwellings.

“Despite our awareness cam-
paign, unscrupulous people have
continued lifting stones in the
river area,” she said.

Saleh Uddin, director of the
Department of Environment, said,
“We often arrange announce-
ments, warning legal action
against unauthorized lifting and
sale of stones.

Syed Mohammad Aminur
Rahman, additional deputy com-
missioner of Sylhet, said, “A
taskforce regularly conducts drives
to stop illegal stone extraction in
the quarry areas of Sylhet. More
steps will be taken to completely
stop illegal stone extraction.”

Addict burns wife's
face with hot iron

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Myntensingh

A drug addict allegedly burnt the cheek of his wife
with a hotiron in Muktagachha upazila on January 9.

Mother of a 10-year-old schoolgirl, victim
Atifa Sultana Shapla, 26, is an employee of local
Brac office.

She filed a case with Muktagachha Police Station,
accusing her husband and father-in-law yesterday,
said Officer-in-Charge Ali Ahmed Mollah.

According to the case, Shapla of Nimuria vil-
lage married Hafiz Uddin, son of Nurul Amin, 12
years ago.

Hafiz had been torturing Shapla for drug money
for the last seven years. Hafiz was taken to rehabilita-
tion centre nine times but he did not return to nor-
mal life.

“Finding no other means to run the family, 1
joined a local Brac office as cashier six years ago,”
Shapla said.

“When I was ready for office on Tuesday, Hafiz
took away Tk 5000 and a mobile set from me and
told me not to go to office,” she said.

“At one stage, he burnt my right cheek with a hot
iron, pressing my face on the floor. The incident
took place in presence of my in-laws,” said Shapla.

She was admitted to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital for treatment and released from
there on Sunday.

Police are raiding different areas to arrest the
accused, said the OC.

Fifth grader
pregnant

'Rapist' tutor absconding
KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur

Family of a 12-year-old girl, left pregnant due to rape alleg-
edly by her tutor in Nawabganj upazila of the district four
months ago, is facing social isolation while the accused
remained scot-free.

The victim, daughter of a day labourer at Shalti-Muradpur
village in Nawabganj, and a Class V student of a local school,
stopped attending her class due to social stigma, said her
father who filed a rape case with Nawabganj Police Station
accusing Md Rabiul Islam, 22, of the village on January 8.

“On that day in September last year, he [tutor Rabiul]
gagged and raped me at his uncle's home. I did not tell my
parents about it as he threatened to kill me and torch our
house if I disclose the incident. In this way, he raped me two
more times,” said the girl in tears.

“In early December last year, the girl suddenly started
vomiting. After failed treatment by a rural doctor and then a
herbal practitioner, we took her to M Abdur Rahim Medical
College Hospital in Dinajpur on January 4. There doctors
detected her four-month pregnancy,” said the girl's father.

Subrata Sarkar, OC of Nawabganj Police Station, said
police are trying hard to arrest the accused.

Due to poor navigability, a number of cargo vessels remain stranded at dlﬂ‘erent major points in the Jamuna river.

30 cargo vessels stranded
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Missing child
found dead
in gunny bag

Two detained

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

Poor navigability in Jamuna blamed

A seven-year-old boy, who
had been missing since
January 5, was found dead
yesterday in Ashuganj
upazila of the district.
Police recovered the
body of Rifat, son of Bahar
Mia of Khariala village,
from the roof of a toilet of
one Monir Hossain's house
in thevillage, said Officer-
in-Charge (OC) of
Ashuganj Police Station
Badrul Alam Talukder. The
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AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

Movement of cargo wvessels at
Baghabari port has been seriously
hampered for 10 days due to poor
navigability in the Jamuna river.

More than 30 vessels, including
seven fuel-laden ones, remained
stranded at different major points of
the river.

Sources said unplanned dredging
is causing the continuous navigability
crises in those points.

Due to the poor navigability, vessel
movement at Char Shibaloy, Char Safuria,
Char Rafsha, New-Vatiapara, Koitola,
Awalbandh, Nakalia, Panchakola, Char-
Panchakola, Maladapara, Mohonganj,

Andharmanik, Dhulchar, Mollar Char and
Ramkrishnapur points of the river has been
seriously disrupted inrecent time,
Although it's a common scenario
during this time of the year, this year
the situation is more critical as an
additional one kilometre river route
near Nagarbari point is affected with
the navigability crisis, Assistant
Director (AD) of Bagahbari port Md
Sazzadur Rahman said over phone.
“Due to massive navigability prob-
lem, movement of fertilizer and fuel-
laden wvessels at Baghabari port
remained stopped since last
Saturday,” the AD said, adding that at
least 30 cargo vessels were stuck at
Nagarbari point of the river in the last
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ager of Jamuna Oil depot at Baghabari
port, said a couple of fuel-laden ves-
sels remained stranded at Nagarbari
point of the river in the last 10 days.

If the situation continues, supply of
diesel and other fuel from Sirajganj's
Baghabari depot might come to a halt
as the depot has a capacity to stock fuel
foronly 15 days, Jahid added.

“Dredging work at Nagarbari
point has been running with a sin-
gle machine for last few weeks,
which is really not enough,”
Sazzadur said, adding that another
dredging machine will be added
there very soon.

on January 7 though he
was missing from January
5. The body was sent to
Brahmanbaria Sadar
Hospital morgue for
autopsy.

Police detained two
youths on suspicion of
kidnapping Rifat. They are
Sohag Mia, 24, son of
Siddiqur Rahman of
Patharghata area of
Barguna, and Solaiman, 22,
son of Ansar Ali of Kathalia
area of Jhalakathi.
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Bystander shot dead in
Brahmanbaria clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

An innocent bystander was shot dead in
Nabinagar upazila of the district during
a clash on Sunday between two rival
groups of Raipura upazila of Narsingdi
over lastunion parishad (UP) election.

Two unidentified people were also
injured in the clash at Meghna river's Char-
Lapang Ghatunder Nabinagar upazila.

The deceased was identified as Shamim
Sarkar, 29, son of Almas Sarkar of Char-
Lapang village of Nabinagarupazila.

The clash began at Char-Lapang Ghat
when armed people belonging to the
group of Faruk Mia attacked the people

of Zafar Mia of Mirzachar village in Raipura
upazila of Narsingdi district.

The clash coincidentally happened when the
Narsingdi police were raiding the Char-Lapang
village to arrest the people of Zafar Mia who
were facing warrant for arrest. The people took
shelter at the village to avoid arrest.

Shamim was shot as the groups were chasing
each other. He was rushed to Nabinagar Upazila
Health Complexwhere doctors declared him dead.

The groups filed cases against each other
with Narsingdi court.

Nabinagar Police Station Officer-in-Charge
(Iinvestigation) Raju Ahmed said the body was
sent to Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital morgue
for autopsy. But none filed case in this regard.

Hearing continues

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Three more prosecution witnesses gave their deposition
before a Tangail court yesterday in the case for gang rape and
murder of law student Rupa Khatun in a moving bus in
Madhupur upazila on August 25.

The court also fixed today for recording deposition of the
doctor, who conducted autopsy of Rupa's body, and five
more witnesses in the case.

The witnesses, Liton Miah, Hazrat Ali and Rubel Miah
gave their statements before the court of Abul Mansur Miah,
acting judge of Women and Children Repression
Prevention Tribunal in Tangail,

Of the three, Liton is son of one of the accused Safar Ali,
supervisor of the passenger bus Chhoa Paribahan, said
advocate Ataur Rahman Azad, Tangail unit general secretary
of Bangladesh Manobadhikar Bastobayon Sangstha that is
providing assistance to the state side in the case.
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