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Surprise gift for
freshman students

DU CORRESPONDENT

The zoology department of Dhaka University took
a unique initiative in association with Shabuj
Bagan Society to give tree saplings as orientation
gift to freshman students yesterday.

The department gifted the class of 2017-2018
with “Morning Glory” and “"Long Banana Chilli"
saplings to promote the use of natural fertiliser and
raise awareness about global warming.

This was followed by a power-point presentation
by the department where students were shown
concepts of organic and chemical agriculture and
the differences between them.

Prof Md Anwarul Haque, chairperson of the
department, said Shabuj Bagan Society was
requested to hold a seminar at the department for
the students to know how organic agricultural
materials can enrich the sector in Bangladesh.

He expressed hope that farmers of remote areas
will also come to know about the organic agricul-
ture from the students of this department.

Shabuj Bagan, initially a Facebook group which
later spread its work outside the virtual world,
started its journey on October 15, 2016.

German expatriate Meerza Al Razi took the
initiative to spread the idea of organic agriculture.

"We encourage Dhaka dwellers to start garden-
ing on their terrace and balcony and we also pro-
vide technical support to those who are eager and
help to extend rare breeds,” said Badrul Hyder
Bepari, admin of the Facebook group.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

1K 2.4CR BRIBERY
Nazmul Huda has to

surrender to trial court
As SC rejects his petition

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former BNP minister Nazmul Huda has to surrender to the
lower court in a bribery case, as the Supreme Court yesterday
rejected his petition regarding his surrender.

In the petition, Nazmul Huda prayed to the apex court to
allow him to file an appeal against a High Court verdict
without surrendering,.

On November 8 last year, the HC commuted the jail term
of the former communication minister to four years from
seven years in the case filed during the regime of the military
backed caretaker government, said Anti-Corruption
Commission lawyer Khurshid Alam Khan. The HC also
ordered Nazmul Huda to surrender to the lower court.

Yesterday, a five-member bench headed by Justice Md
Abdul Wahhab Miah, who is performing functions of the
chief justice, rejected the petition, considering that it was
not moved for hearing.

Nazmul Huda's lawyer Nahid Sultana told the SC that her
clientinstructed her not to proceed with the petition.

The ACC lawyer said Nazmul Huda must surrender to the
trial court following the SC order.

The ACC on March 21, 2007 filed the case with
Dhanmondi Police Station alleging that Nazmul Huda took
Tk 2.4 crore as bribe from a businessman, Mir Zahir Hossain
in exchange for awarding him five government contracts for
construction works worth about Tk 30 crore.,

A special court on August 27, 2007 sentenced Nazmul
Huda to seven years' rigorous imprisonment and his wife
Sigma Huda three years' imprisonment in the case.
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Swarup Dotara Goshthi, the team of Ostad Nirmal Kumar Das, plays tunes at the National Instrumental Music Festival at the capital's
Shilpakala Academy yesterday, the seventh day of the 10-day festival, which opened on January 1.
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A perilous 50km in river

Unauthorised plying of cargo vessels by unskilled drivers
causing accidents on Dhaka-Barisal route

JAHIRUL ISLAM JEWEL, fhalakathi

Sajjadur Rahman, a businessman
from Barisal, is a regular passenger
of the Dhaka-Barisal water route.
Over the last few months, he has
been feeling uncomfortable to take
the route following media reports of
increased accidents.

“I know that the Dhaka-Barisal
water route is becoming increas-
ingly dangerous day by day. But I
still take it, because it is still less
dangerous than the highway,” he
said.

But the Dhaka-Barisal river
route has recently become more
dangerous as accidents have
increased, said passengers and
water vehicles drivers.

According to reports from the
Bangladesh Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) eight accidents
occurred on the route in the last two
months, although no death was
reported.

The frequency of the accidents
has increased due to unauthorised
plying of sand-laden cargo vessels
by unskilled drivers on the route
defying bans, said Md Azmol
Huda, deputy director (route) of
BIWTA.

Denying the allegations, Nurul
Alom, a trawler driver of Beltola area
said although they have no certifi-
cate for driving the cargo vessels but
they have gained enough expertise
through years of work on river
routes.

The area 1s always busy with all
kinds of water vehicles including
sand boats, alleged Md Jahangir
Hossain, the master (driver) of
Parabat Launch. To minimise the
accidents, he said, signal lights
should be increased and cargo
vessels restricted.

Moreover, dense fog and hidden
islands have caused more accidents
in the 50km stretch from

Bhansanchar area to Barisal Launch
Ghat, another BIWTA official said.

The situation is such that a fatal
accident can happen anytime as
dense fog and lack of adequate
signal light cannot trace hidden
islands by our radar, Jahangir
added.

Most accidents occur due to
lack of modern facilities in the
sand-laden cargo wvessels, which
ply the river detfying all bans from
the authorities, launch drivers
alleged.

BIWTA authorities have taken
initiative to minimise the risk, said
Md Azmol Huda, adding that they
had planted signal lights in the area.

“l have informed the higher
authorities in this regard to take
actions against the unauthorised
drivers and their vehicles,” said the
BIWTA official.

Contacted, the BIWTA Deputy
Director Rafiqul Islam said, “We

have installed 120 signal marks and
40 lights to make the route safe from
Basanchar area in Barisal to Kowhali
in Pirojpur.”

The water transport authority has
barred sand-laden cargo vessels
from plying the route from sunset to
sunrise. However, this ban has not
been followed by the drivers, he
said, adding that a set of guidelines
for regulating unauthorised water
vehicles is waiting for approval at
the shipping ministry.

“Once we get our approval, we
can take strict actions against those
who defying bans and plying the
water route illegally,” he said.

Contacted, Md Motaleb
Hossain, additional superinten-
dent of police of Naval Police Unit
under Barisal Zone, said they are
working with BIWTA to keep the
river route safe and free from the
clutches of unauthorised water
vehicles.

Kamal Krishna
Roy passes
away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Kamal Krishna
Roy, a retired
bank official, g
died of cardiac §&
arrest yester-
day at Kalia ]
upazila in Narail at the age of
64, says a pressrelease.

He left behind his wife,
two sons, one daughter and
well wishers to mourn his
death. A resident of
Lalmatia, Kamal went to
visit his village home at
Brahmin Patna in Kalia.

He suffered the cardiac
arrest at a tea stall and died
on the way to clinic. His
cremation took place yester-
day in hisvillage home.

Shahanara Akhter

CITY DESK

Shahanara
Akhter, wife of
Akhteruzzaman
Chowdhury, 3
passed away on %
yesterday fol-
lowinga cardiac arrest.

She left behind her hus-
band, two sons, daughters-
in-law and grandchildren to
mourn her death.

She will be buried tomor-
row at LUttara sector 12
graveyard following a
namaz-e-Janaza after the Asr
prayers, said a press release.

Her qulkhwani will be
held at her Uttara residence
after the Asr prayers on
January 12,

Mizanoor Rahman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mizanoor Rahman, director
(finance and accounts divi-
sion) of the University Grants
Commission (UGC), passed
away yvesterday at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMLI)
at the age of 54, said a press
release.

He left behind his wife,
two children and well-
wishers to mourn his death.

Mizanoor had been
suffering from asthma,
jaundice and kidney dis-
eases foralongtime.

UGC Chairman Prof
Abdul Mannan and its other
officials expressed deep
shock at his demise and
prayed for eternal peace of
the departed soul.

He was buried at his
village home in Khulna.
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Mahabubur
acting DG
of DSHE
STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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