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Saudi King orders new allowances
to offset rising cost of living

REUTERS, Riyadh

Saudi Arabia's King Salman on Saturday ordered
a monthly payment of 1,000 riyals ($267) to
state employees over the next year in compensa-
tion for rising cost of living after the government
hiked domestic gas prices and introduced value-

added tax (VAT).

In a royal decree published by state news
media, the king also ordered the payment of
5,000 riyals to military personnel serving at the
front lines with Yemen where the kingdom is

fighting anearly three-year-old war.

Saudi Arabia, the world's top oil exporter,
roughly doubled gasoline prices on Monday as
part of a broad reform initiative aimed at diversi-
fying its economy. A 5 percent VAT on a broad
range of goods and services came into effect on

the same day.

The new payment orders were an acknowl-
edgment of “the increased burdens for some

segments of the population following from the

necessary measures which the state took to
restructure the economy,” according to the

decree.

King Salman directed the state to bear the
burden of VAT in some situations, including
special health and education services as well as
the first purchase of a house that is valued at up
to 850,000 riyals ($226,660). Allowances for
students, retirees and social security recipients

were also boosted.

a cabinet meeting, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on December 19, 2017.

deficit.

The decree did not reveal the total cost of the
new allowances, but it appeared to be consider-
ably smaller than some past handouts by Saudi
kings, and therefore unlikely to have much
impact on economic growth or the state budget

REUTERS

Saudi Arabia's King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud speaks as he approves 2018 budget during

About 1.18 million Saudis are employed in
the government sector and there are more than
1.23 million pensioners and beneficiaries of
pension payments, the central bank says. That
suggests a total package cost of about 23 billion
riyals, accordingto Reuters calculations.

US unemployment holds at 4.1pc

AFP, Washington

The US economy's job creation
ability disappointed in December,
despite solid hiring in manufactur-
ing and construction, according to
sovernment data reported Friday.

But with the country believed to
be near full employment, the job-
less rate still held steady at its 17-
year low of 4.1 percent.

Employers added just 148,000
new hires in the final month of the
year, all but 2,000 of them in the
private sector -- far below econo-

mists’

expectations of 200,000 jobs

or more.,

Those upbeat forecasts had been
boosted by data from payroll ser-
vices firms ADP Thursday that
reported private hiring to have
surged by 250,000 in the month,
although the ADP report is known
to be volatile.

Revisions to the October and
November data also subtracted
9,000 jobs from the economy,
making the picture for the fourth
quarter even more disappointing.

Job creation in the final three
months of the year averaged 204,000,
the Labor Department said.

The slowing could point to an
economy nearly at full employ-
ment that is finding it hard to find
workers to fill open positions, a
sentiment seen in many business
surveys.

Many firms have reported the
need to raise wages to attract new
workers, and that was reflected in
the increase in average hourly
earnings to $26.63 from $26.54 in
the prior month, and from $25.98
at the end of 2016.

That marks a 2.5 percent increase
in wages over last year, slightly ahead
of consumer inflation.

30,000,
29,000,

The manufacturing sector added
25,000 new jobs in December,

while the construction sectoradded
and health care added

But retail employment fell by

20,000, and professional and busi-
ness services slowed sharply to a gain
of just 19,000 after two months,
with increases of close to 50,000.

For all of 2017, construction
employment increased by 210,000,

compared to 155,000 in 2016,

prior year.

while manufacturing saw a gain of
196,000, about the same as the
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Invitation for Tenders

HP recalls
computer
batteries over
fire risk

AFP, San Francisco

HP announced a

Solar modules stuck
at Indian ports due
to import duty dispute

REUTERS, New Delhi

Solar modules worth more than $150
million are stuck at various Indian ports
due to a dispute over their classification
and the import tax applicable to them,
sources said, which could delay Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's clean energy goals.
Modi has set an ambitious target of

nearly tripling the country’'s total renew-
able energy capacity to 175 gigawatt
(GW) by 2022, spurring global firms
including Japan's SoftBank and Goldman

Sachsto investin solar projects in the country.
Most of the solar modules come from

China, but several consignments are
now held up because customs officials
have demanded that some of them be
classified as “electric motors and genera-
tors”, attracting a 7.5 percent duty, not as
“diodes, transistors and similar semi-

conductor devices” with no duty.
Two customs officials in the southern

port of Chennai confirmed the issue

regarding the classification.
C. Narasimhan, president of the

Indian Solar Association, said that up to
2,000 solar module containers are now
stranded at four major ports.

“Port disruptions like this will hamper
the country's progress towards achieving
the target of 100 GW in installed solar
capacity by 2022," said Narasimhan, a
former lawmaker.

The Indian unit of Germany's
Enerparc had 30 of its containers stuck

- a charge for failing to discharge the ship
on time - of about 7 million rupees
($110,471), its Managing Director
Santosh Khatelsal said.

The renewable energy ministry has
already asked the finance ministry to
resolve the matter without disrupting
business, said a government official with
direct knowledge of the matter.

Any duty is bad news for project devel-
opers such as SoftBank-backed SB
Energy but good for local solar compo-
nent makers such as Indosolar and
Moser Baer.

Indian manufacturers have struggled
to compete with Chinese companies
such as Trina Solar and Yingli and have
sought anti-dumping duties as well as
long-term safeguards.

“The interests of domestic manufac-
turers and developers should be pro-
tected with least harm,” said the govern-
ment official, who declined to be named.

“The dispute has the potential to dis-
rupt deployment by increasing the cost
of projects but at the same time might
protect the domestic manufacturers.”

The finance ministry is examining a
proposal from the renewable ministry to
exempt projects bid earlier from paying
the duty, the official said.

Spokesmen for the Ministry of Finance
and Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy declined to comment,

Ra) Kumar Singh, the minister for
power and renewable energy, recently
told parliament that the government

1 | Ministry / Division Ministry of Food forall ol batterics i
2 | Agency Bangladesh Food Safety Authority some of its notebook
3 | Procuring Entity Name Thﬁumc:uring Entity is Bangladesh Food Safety Authority, Probashi Kalyan Bhaban and mobile worksta-
| (12" Floor), Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000 tion computers due to
i Procuring Entity Code !Jut used at present the risk they could
3 Pmcuting Entity District Dhaka burst into flames.
6 | Invitation for Construction/refurbishment of Bangladesh Food Safety Authority office space, "These batteties
Bangladesh Food Safety Authority, Probashi Kalyan Bhaban (15" floor), Eskaton Foiiv th 1
Garden, Dhaka-1000 4V 35 POICHAER0
7 | Invitation Ref No 13.02.0000.511.07.035.16 overheat, posing a fire
2 | Date S6/10/2017 and burn hazard to
customers,” the US
RELINTORMATIN computer maker said
9 | Procurement Method Open Tendering Method at a website with
FUNDING INFORMATION details of the volun-
10 | Budget and source of fund GOB tary recall.
11 | Development Partner (if applicable) N/A "Many of these
PARTICULAR INFORMATION batteries are internal
12 | Project / Programme Code (if applicable) N/A (Not yet decided) to the system, which
13 | Project / Programme Name (if applicable) | Bangladesh Food Safety Authority means they are not
14 | Tender Package No. WD-1 Lot-01 Cﬁ“{mer replace-
15 | Tender Package Name Construction/refurbishment of Bangladesh Food Safety Authority office space, a0k i
Bangladesh The list D}c
16 | Tender Publication Date 07/01/2018 m;ti‘t o Wf;];}l‘:m
17 [ Tender Last Selling Date 28/01/2018 at 2:00 pm e md o
18 | Tender Cil}ﬂil‘l'_g Date and Time 29/01/2018 at 2:00 pm teries included
19 | Tender Opening Date and Time 29/01/2018 at 3:00 pm Probook, Envy,

20 | Name & Address of office(s)

Pavilion, Zbook,

-Sealing Tender Document (Principal)

Office of the Chairman, Bangladesh Food Safety Authority, Probashi Kalyan Bhaban
(12™ Floor), Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000

Studio G3, and HP 11
models sold world-

- Sealing Tender Document (Others)

N/A

wide for the past two

-Receiving Tender Document

1. Office of the Chairman, Bangladesh Food Safety Authority, Probashi Kalyan
Bhaban (12" Floor), Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000
2. Tender box, Ministry of Food, Bangladesh Secretariat.

years, according to
the online post.
Some batteries

- Opening Tender Document

Office of the Chairman, Bangladesh Food Safety Authority, Probashi Kalyan Bhaban
(12" Floor), Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000

targeted for recall
were also sold as

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

accessories or replace-

21 | Eligibility of Tenderers

Bonafide contractor as described in the TDS of Tender document.

ments through HP or

22 | Brief description of Works

Garden, Dhaka-1000

Construction/refurbishment of Bangladesh Food Safety Authority office space,
Bangladesh Food Safety Authority, Probashi Kalyan Bhaban 15" floor, Eskaton

authorized service
providers.
HP said it is notify-

23 | Brief Description of Related Services

N/A

ing customers and

24 | Tender Document Price

Tk 1000/- (One thousand taka nn]y} Per set (Non refundable)

will replace batteries

26 | Name of Official Inviting Tender

Mohammad Mahfuzul Hoque

LOT INFORMATION for free. In the mean-
Lot No {dentibcatiomof Lot Location Tender Security | Completion Time in time, the US-based
Amount Weeks / Months computer company
25 1 WD-1 Lot-01 Probashi Kalyan Bhaban (12" Floor), 120 days after award advised people to
Tk. 3,00,000.00
Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000 of contract only use the comput-

ers in a "safe mode”

27 | Designation of Official Inviting Tender

Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000

Chairman, Bangladesh Food Safety Authority, Probashi Kalyan Bhaban (12™ Floor),

powered by plugging
into outlets instead of

28 | Address of Official Inviting Tender

Office of The Chairman, Bangladesh Food Safety Authority, Probashi Kalyan Bhaban
(12" Floor), Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000

by batteries.
HP is the con-

29 | Contact details of Official Inviting Tender

Phone- 02-55138000

sumer division cre-

30 | 1) The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders.
2) In the event of unavoidable circumstances if the selling, receiving & opening of the tender cannot be done on the above date, the
next working day will be treated as the valid.

3) The contact will award providing timely allocation & release of fund.

ated by the 2015 split
of Hewlett-Packard,
which spun out a
separate business

Mohammad Mahfuzul Hoque

Chairman

services unit called
Hewlett-Packard
Enterprise.,

at Chennai for three weeks as it finished was working on remedying the
some “paperwork” and paid a demurrage problem.
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
General Economics Division
Planning Commission
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
Request for Expression of Interest (EOI)

No. 20.25.0000.000.14.026.17-52 Date: 7 January 2018

T Ministry/Division Ministry of Planning/Planning Division.

2. Agency General Economics Division, Planning Commission.

3. Name of procuring entity | Project Director, "Mid-term Review of the Perspective Plan
(2010-2021) and Formulation of Bangladesh Vision 204 1"
Project.

4, Procuring entity district Dhaka.

5. EOI for selection of National Consulting Firm.

6 EOI Ref. No. PP Vision 2041/Procurement/2017-18/Service/SD3.

¥ Date (dd/mm/yyyy) 07 January 2018. |

KEY INFORMATION FOR

8. Procurement method Selection under Fixed Budget (SFB) Method.

FUNDING INFORMATION

9. Budget & source of fund | Mid-term Review of the Perspective Plan (2010-2021) and
Formulation of Bangladesh Vision 2041" Project.

10. Development partners Mot applicable.

(if applicable)

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

11. Project code 5008

12. Project name Mid-term Review of the Perspective Plan (2010-2021) and
Formulation of Bangladesh Vision 2041.

13. EOI closing date & time | 21 January 2018 at 12:00 Noon.

INFORMATION FOR APPLICANT

14. Brief description of | The assignment of the firm would be to carry out a Mid-
assignment term Review of the "Perspective Plan of Bangladesh

(2010-2021): Making Vision 2021 A Reality” and prepare
the draft report thereof based on the goals, targets and
indicators set in the plan document. Detailed Terms of
Reference (ToR) will be available upon request from the
project office.

15. Duration The firm will be appointed for a maximum period of 03
months.

16. Experience, resource | The firm is expected to have expertise in plan or program
and delivery capacity | monitoring and evaluation at the macro level. A pool of
required consultants having experience in both macro and sector

level would be required. The Consulting Firm needs to
deploy experts in the following thematic areas, inter alia:
a. Overall Macro-Economy and Economic Growth
and Economic Transition.
b. Food Security: Agriculture and Rural
Development.
¢. Industrialization to Thrive in a Competitive
World.
d. Utilizing the Opportunities from Globalization
and Regional Cooperation.
e. Advancement Towards a Digital Bangladesh by
2021.
f.  Attaining Energy Security for Development.
g. Transport and Communication for the Future.
h. Addressing the Urban Challenge.
I, Promoting Human Development.
j- Challenge of Poverty Eradication.
k. Ensuring Environmentally Sustainable
Development.
l.  Institution and Governance.
The consultant team members must be nationally
recognized in their field of expertise with considerable
international recognition.

17. Other details General Economics Division (GED) invites eligible firms to
indicate their interest in providing the services. Firms are
invited to provide information and documents (brochures,
description of similar assignments, experiences,
availability of appropriate professional, qualification and
experience among staff, trade licence, VAT, income tax
certificate, financial solvency certificate etc.) indicating
that they are qualified to perform the services. |

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

18. | Name of official inviting EOI Ms. Feroza Begum.

19 | Designation of official inviting EOl | Joint Chief & Project Director.

20. | Address of the project office Room # 28, Block # 14, General Economics

Division, Planning Commission, Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh.
21. | Contact details Tel: 9116880.
The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all of the EOI.
Feroza Begum
GD-53 Joint Chief & Project Director




