This historic pond in post office area of Jhalakathi town is heading towards virtual death, thanks to mindless waste
dumping and encroachment.
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Public ponds have been part and par-
cel of Jhalakathi town for centuries.
But this heritage is now being lost due
to illegal land grabbing. Currently, two
of the most iconic ponds in the town,
one beside the post office and a second
in Kapuriapotti, are at risk. Will they
survive to be enjoyed by future genera-
tions?

“Those ponds are historical. They
were excavated in 1910," remarks MA
Shajahan, the president of Jhalakathi's
Nagarik Forum, a citizen's organisa-
tion. “The two ponds cover around
three acres of land and were designed
as a reliable water supply for town
dwellers. Over the years they have been
used for bathing and recreational
purposes.”

Speaking at a recent press confer-
ence on the issue, he noted that the

ponds are also vital as a resource for
fire fighters. “Both ponds are centrally
located water supplies. In the event of
any fire emergency they are invalu-
able,” hesaid.

Yet, currently both ponds are cov-
ered with hyacinth and look more like
ditches, with their size having been
incrementally reduced by infilling, as
surrounding properties grab the land.

It's a situation that looks set to get
worse, according to Shahjahan. "A
group of land grabbers is now trying
to permanently take over the pond
land,” he alleges, “They seek to take a
rather secretive 99-year lease as a first
step.”

Shahjahan is not the only town-
dweller to rue the current state of the
ponds. “Just two decades ago, hun-
dreds of people used these ponds both
as a water supply and for bathing,” says
lawyer Akkas Shikder who is also the
president of Jhalakathi's chapter of the

s ponds face
Bl crabbing threat

Human Rights and Peace for
Bangladesh organisation. “Many in my
generation learnt to swim here.”

“Now, thanks to land grabbing and
the dumping of waste,” he continues,
“the ponds are in no fit state for such
purpose. If these ponds are entirely
destroyed our youngsters will have
nowhere left in the town where they
can learn to swim."

“The ponds should be recovered
as soon as possible and restored to a
condition where they can be of pub-
lic use once again,” he adds. The
mayor of Jhalakathi municipality,
Md Liakat Ali Talukder, meanwhile,
says the local council is indeed work-
ing to beautify the town, including
the two ponds.

"We have already commenced
recovery of the ponds,” says Jhalakathi
Deputy Commissioner, Abdul Hamid.
“They will be usable again within a
short period.”

Adulterated date
juice!

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Tangail poetry
festival begins

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

People are unable to enjoy the taste of winter's gift, date juice, as adulterated
date juice is flooding the markets in Lalmonirhat.

Many people, especially villagers, crowd under date trees to get pure juice
when itis collected in the morning, locals said.

“We purchase pure date juice for Tk 40 per litre from the collector, but
adulterated juice is openly sold for Tk 20 per litre in the market,” said
Sudhir Chandra Roy, 52, of Roypara village in Sadar upazila. "Sometimes,
date juice collectors aren't interested in selling pure juice on the spot,” he

said.

Ziarul Islam, 36, a trader at Uttar Saptana village, said he gets five litres to
eight litres of juice from each tree every night. "I collect juice from 35 trees,
and sell it in the open market and even under the tree,” he said, adding that
many villagers come to him for getting pure date juice.

“We take contract of a date tree for Tk 1,500 to Tk 2,000 yearly,” said
Bakkar Miah, 55, adding that they collect juice from November to

March.

A date juice trader of Kulaghat village said they prepare three litres of
juice from one litre through mixing water and sugar and then sell it for Tk
20. "Most people are not interested in buying pure date juice at reasonable
prices as they want to pay less, so we are forced to resort to this malpractice
for continuing our business,” he said, adding that he sells 120 to 150 litres

of juice every day.

Civil Surgeon Dr Kashem Ali advises people not to take raw date juice

A three-day poetry festival began in
Tangail town yesterday.

The fourth edition of the festival kicked-
off at Shaheed Smrity Poura Udyan in the
town with the slogan 'Samprodayeekota o
jongibader biruddhye kobita' (Poetry against
communalism and militancy).

Organised by Tangail Public Library,
nearly 400 poets and authors from India
and different parts of the country are tak-
ing part in the festival this year.

Tangail District Council Chairman
Fazlur Rahman Khan Faruk, also Awami
League district unit president, inaugurated
the festival as chief guest.

Students from Bharateswari Homes
performed the inaugural song "Aguner
paroshmoni chhoao prane, a hridoy purno koro"
at the inaugural ceremony of the festival.

Lawmaker Sanwar Hossain, Tangail
Deputy Commissioner Khan Mohammad
Nurul Amin, Indian poets Amrito Maiti,
Syed Kawsar Jamal, Ranjit Das, Shyamol
Kanti Das and poets Ali Imam, Al
Muzahidi and Bulbul Khan Mahbub of
Bangladesh also spoke as special guests.

On the first day, a number of partici-
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