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Silk industry
flourishes

in the hills

SAIKAT DEWAN with ANDREW EAGLE

Several of the peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts are
famous for weaving. The production of traditional cloth
and woven goods, including in silk, is a household custom
that dates back centuries. What is new to the region is seri-
culture: raising silkworms to produce silk thread.

Currently around 828 families across four upazilas in
Khagrachhari are trying their hand at sericulture. Of these,
120 have already produced thread, with district-wide silk
production amounting to 1,640 kilograms last year. The
nascent industry, with a ready market of weavers nearby,

holds a lot of promise.

‘1 grow silk alongside looking after the home,” says

Crayori Marma of Beltali Para in Perachara union. “Last year

SEE PAGE 8 COL 5

Khameneil blames 'enemies'

Hundreds arrested as unrest in Iran continues; 21 killed so far

AFP, Tehran

Iran's supreme leader yester-
day blamed the country's
"enemies" for days of unrest
that have seen 21 killed and
hundreds arrested in the
biggest test for the Islamic
regime in years,

"The enemies have
united and are using all
their means, money, weapons, policies
and security services to create prob-
lems for the Islamic regime," Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei said in a speech carried
on state television.

Iranian officials have said online
accounts in the United States, Britain

and Saudi Arabia are
fomenting protests.

A fifth night of unrest saw
six protesters killed during an
attack on a police station in
Qahderijan in the central
province of Istahan, state TV
said Yesterday.

At least three other
towns near the cultural hub
of Istahan also saw violence
overnight, causing the deaths of a
young member of the Revolutionary
Guards, a policeman and a bystander.

The estimated death toll is now 21
since protests began in second city
Mashhad and quickly spread to
become the biggest challenge to the

Islamic regime since mass demonstra-
tionsin 2009.

"The enemy is always looking for an
opportunity and any crevice to infil-
trate and strike the Iranian nation,”
Khamenei said.

The unrest appears leaderless and
focused on provincial towns and cities,
with only small and sporadic protests
in Tehran on Monday evening where a
heavy police presence was reported.

As violence has spread, authorities
have stepped up arrests, with at least
450 people detained in the capital
since Saturday and 100 more around
Istahan on Monday, officials told local
media.
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Six men, the youngest in his late 40's, holding new textbooks on New Year's day along with their much younger class-

mates at Mahmudpur Government Primary School in Nawabganj of Dinajpur. They passed class-I last year.

PHOTO: STAR

Israel law tightens hold
on occupied Jerusalem

AFP, Jerusalem

Israel's parliament yesterday gave final
approval to legislation aimed at mak-
ing it more difficult for the government
to hand the Palestinians parts of
Jerusalem under any future peace deal.

The bill, approved by a 64 to 51 vote,
is the latest blow to remaining hopes
for a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Formulated by Shuli Moalem-
Refaeli of the far-right Jewish Home
party, it comes weeks after US
President Donald Trump's decision to

recognise Jerusalem as Israel's capital
sparked deadly protests in the
Palestinian territories.

It determines that any ceding of
lands considered by Israel to be part of
Jerusalem would necessitate a two-
thirds majority vote in parliament -- 80
out of 120 members of the Knesset.

It also enables changing the munici-
pal definition of Jerusalem, which
means that sectors of the city "could be
declared separate entities," a statement
from parliament read.

Israeli right-wing politicians have
spoken of unilaterally breaking off

overwhelmingly Palestinian areas of
the city in a bid to increase its Jewish
majority.

Istael occupied east Jerusalem and
the West Bank in 1967. It later annexed
east Jerusalem in a move never recog-
nised by the international community.

It claims all of Jerusalem as its
united capital, while the Palestinians
see the eastern sector as the capital of
their future state.

The issue is among the most conten-
tious in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

"We've ensured the unity of

SEE PAGE 8 COL 6

A man tending to his silkworms in Kongchairi para of Khagrachhari. Sericulture has made its way into the hills promising
financial gains for the hill people.

4 killed while
extracting
stones from
Sylhet pit

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Four workers, including a
woman, were killed in a
landslide while illegally
extracting stones in Jaflong
of Gowainghat upazila
yesterday.

Identity of only one of
the victims has been con-
firmed by police as Nur
Miah, 40, of Karamsree
village of Osmaninagar
upazila.

A number of other work-
ers were also injured during
the landslide that occurred
in Mandir Jum area at
around 4:45pm.

Hillol Roy, inspector
(investigation) of
Gowainghat police, said
four workers went to the
area to extract stones from a
trench. Suddenly, a land-
slide hit the pit, leaving
them dead on the spot.

Their bodies were recov-
ered and sent to Sylhet MAG
Osmani Medical College
Hospital for autopsy, he
added.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1
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Chocolate to go
extinct by 20507

where life is possible.

As far as modern civilization knows,
Earth is the only planet with chocolate,
Sure, it has an atmosphere, it's located
perfectly relative to the sun, it's mostly
water, and it's the only planet thus far

But admit it. One of the best things
about Earth is that its soil is able to
grow the plants that can be turned into
chocolate. Probably not for long,
though. According to reports, the plant
could go extinct in a matter of decades.

Why? Well, blame climate change.

Cacao plants are in danger of disap-
pearing. The main problem with the

""|

plant is that it's only able to grow
SEE PAGE 8 COL 2

Detying age
for schooling

Six on cloud nine after
graduating to class-11

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dyinajpur

Like most other grandfa-
thers, Bodiuzzaman, 61,
walks his granddaughter to
school. On their way, they
are joined by their other
friends. As they enter the
classroom together, they
prepare themselves for a
day of learning. But
Bodiuzzaman doesn't
leave.

He is no more a grandfa-
ther at that point, he is her
classmate.

Abul Khayer
Mohammad Jenajul Haidar
headmaster of Mahmudpur
Government Primary
School said that in the
month of January last year,
Badsha Mia, 51, Asad Mia,
47, Bodiuzzaman 61,
Harun Ur Rashid, 56, Ilias
Mia, 71, Siddique Mia, 66,
Shahinur Alam, 47, Abdul
Latif, 49, Lal Mia, 47,
Bazlur Rashid, 54, and
Abdur Razzak, 60, from
different villages
Nawabganj upazila of
Dinajpur enrolled

SEE PAGE 8 COL 2
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