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10 killed in
Iran unrest

Rouhani strikes defiant note; Trump
repeatedly criticises Tehran over
four days of anti-govt protests

AFP, Tehran

Ten people were killed overnight in the worst violence yet
seen in Iran's protests, local media reported yesterday, as
President Hassan Rouhani played down the unrest and
vowed those breaking the law would be dealt with.

US President Donald Trump, who has repeatedly criti-
cised Tehran over four days of demonstrations, said it was
“time for a change" and that the Iranian people were "hun-
gry” for freedom.

Sunday night was the deadliest since the angry demonstra-
tions broke out on Thursday and spread across the country in
the biggest test for the regime since mass protests in 2009,

Six people were killed in the western town of Tuyserkan
after shots were fired, state television reported, while a local
lawmaker said two people had been shot dead in the south-
western town of Izeh.

Two others, included a teenage boy, were run down and
killed by a fire engine stolen by protesters in the western
town of Dorud, the state broadcaster said, bringing the total
death toll in the proteststo 12,

Rouhani tried to play down the unrest, saying: "This is
nothing."

"Criticism and protest are an opportunity not a threat,"
he said in a statement on the presidency website, adding
that the Iranian people would "respond to the rioters and
lawbreakers",

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Firefighters douse a fire that broke out at the railway slum in the capital's Karwan Bazar yesterday. Around 50 shanties
were burnt in the incident. Story on page 3.
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Assam leaves
13m citizens

off its register

Many anxious about
their fate

AFP, New Delhi

Around 13 million people
living in northeastern
India's largest state have
been left off a controversial
draft list of citizens released
yesterday by the authorities,
who are under pressure to
identify and expel illegal
immigrants.

Assam has long struggled
to curb illegal immigration
and is the only Indian state
to compile a register of
citizens,

The latest draft list
includes only 19 million of
the state's more than 32
million residents. It was
prepared on the orders of
the Supreme Court, which is
hearing a series of claims to
Indian citizenship from
undocumented residents of
the state.

But there are also con-
cerns the Assam state gov-
ernment, which is led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party,

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

3 killed in
'sunfights’

Ex-municipal councillor
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

HUNGER STRIKE FOR MPQO FACILITIES

Teachers 'won't budge
on their demand'

among the dead

STAR REPORT

Three people including a former munici-
pal councillor were killed in separate “gun-
fights” with law enforceers in Habiganj,
Netrakona and Feni early yesterday.

In Habiganj, former Chunarughat
municipality councillor Yunus Miah, 40,
an alleged drug peddler, was killed when
police conducted a drive in Magurunda
village in Paikpara union around mid-

When teachers and students across the country celebrated the textbook
festival yesterday, a section of teachers was observing a hunger strike unto
death in the capital, demanding their inclusion in the government's
Monthly Pay Order (MPO) facilities.

The strike entered the second day yesterday with the teachers vowing not
to return to their workplaces until their demand is met. At least 16 of them
fell ill and some of them were admitted to Dhaka Medical College Hospital,
said leaders of the agitating teachers.

"We did not take part in the textbook festival and will not give lessons to
students either until our demand is realised. We have no choice but to
remain on the streets for our demand, " said Golam Mahmudunnabi, presi-

night. dent of a federation leading the programme,

“On information that Yunus and three
to four others were taking yaba around
midnight, a team of police conducted the
drive,” said Azmiruzzaman, officer-in-
charge of Chunarughat police.

Sensing the presence of police, the drug
traders attacked the law enforcers with

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

"Two days have passed, but nobody from the government has contacted
us, " he told The Daily Star last night.
Several hundred teachers under the banner of "Non-MPO Shikhya
Pratishthan Shikhyak Karmachari Federation" started the fast unto death
programme on Sunday in front of the Jatiya Press Club after staging a sit-in
protest at the same place for five consecutive days.
The government yesterday started distributing 35.42 crore copies of free
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Factional

clash kills
JCD man

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

An activist of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal was killed in a
factional clash during a
procession marking the 39th
founding anniversary of the
pro-BNP student body in
Sylhet city yesterday.

The victim, Abul Hasnat
Shimu, 25, was a former
assistant organising secre-
tary of JCD Sylhet
Metropolitan unit.

Shimu, son of Abdul
Aziz of Shahi Eidgah area
in the city, was a supporter
of Kazi Meraj, who is a
former president of JCD
Madan Mohan College
unit.

Police said around
3:00pm, the men of Meraj

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Quintuplets to start
school together

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Five children born at one birth, known as quintu-
plets, are set to begin their education together at
Korpara Modo Government Primary School in
Gopalganj Sadar's Korpara Union.

They, along with their parents, went to the
school for admission in playgroup on the New
Year's day.

Ashish Kumar Roy, headmaster of the school,
SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

Teachers during the second day of their hunger strike unto death in

front of the Jatiya Press Club yesterday. They were demanding enlist-
ment under the government's Monthly Pay Order (MPO) facilities. A
daughter of one of the teachers is also seen in the photo. Inset, one of
the teachers being taken to Dhaka Medical College Hospital after he

became sick during the protest.
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2 journalists

sued under
1CT act

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Narayanganj

Two journalists were sued
under Section 57 of
Information and
Communication Technology
(ICT) Act in Narayanganj on

Sunday.
They are Shahjahan
Shamim, editor-in-chief of
SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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TARIQUE, 48 OTHER ACCUSED IN AUG 21 CASES

Prosecution demands
highest punishment

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The prosecution yesterday sought the highest

“We, the prosecution, have been able to
prove the charges brought against the accused
beyond any reasonable doubt through the

punishment for BNP Senior Vice Chairman  (egtimonies of impartial and non-interested

Tarique Rahman and 48 other accused inthe  \yitnesses and
August 21 grenade attack cases.
Syed Rezaur Rahman, chief prosecutor of

other documentary and cir-

cumstantial evidence, " he said.
“We are praying for highest and exem-

the cases, made the prayer while wrapping plary punishment for the accused as per the

up his closing argument at the Speedy Trial
Tribunal-1 in Dhaka.

law so that the litigants get justice.”
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