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'No', reiterate greens
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Reiterating their demand, green activists yesterday called
upon the government to stop the construction of coal-based
Rampal power plant, which is being built in the ecologically
critical area (ECA) of the Sundarbans.

They also demanded that another 320 government
and non-government projects be stopped in the ECA to
protect the world's largest mangrove forest, said a press
release.

The demands were made at a press conference organised
by the National Committee to Protect Sundarbans, a plat-
form of green activists, at Dhaka Reporters' Unity in the
capital.

Speaking at the conference, Sultana Kamal, convener
of the committee, said, "Our national asset the
Sundarbans is now under the biggest threat of destruc-
tion.” Along with some natural and man-made causes,
industrialisation near the forest increased the threat, she
said.

Different international and local environmental organisa-
tions and scientists opposed the project based on their study
saying that the project would create a devastating impact on
the forest, said Sultana, also an eminent rights activist.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4

lannery estate not
worker-friendly yet

Say union leaders
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Tannery Workers Union leaders yesterday demanded that
the government take immediate measures to urbanise the
Tannery Industrial Estate in Savar to create a worker-friendly
environment.

During the Union's office inauguration programme in
the Estate, its general secretary Abdul Maleque said the
Tannery Industrial Estate is established in an area of 200
acres in Horindhara.

[n last two years, almost all the 154 tannery factories
shifted from Hazaribagh in the capital to Horindhara in
Savar, outside the capital, following government orders,
although the area was not fully developed to house all the
factories and its workers.

Some 30,000 workers are working in the Estate while
most of them still have to reside in Hazaribagh as there is no
good housing facility or school in Horindhara.

Besides, there is no street light, no proper drainage sys-
tem which frequently cause water-logging even in light
rains, and not even any permanent solid waste dumping
station in the area while the roads are in a sorry state.

The workers have to count some Tk 100 to 120 per day as
travelling cost while on the other hand the daily long jour-
ney is making them exhausted day by day, said Maleque,
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Light rain may occur at one or two places over Chittagong regions and weather may remain dry
with temporary partly cloudy sky elsewhere over the countryin 24 hours till 6:00pm today, says the
Met office. The sun sets in the capital today at 5:22pm and rises tomorrow at 06:42am.
Highest and lowest temperatures recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

Antara Talukdar, a community health care provider (CHCP) at the Betchari Mukh Community Clinic in Khagracchari district, distributing free
medicines to the patients. She is the only person to run the two-room community clinic and on a typical day she single-handedly attends to
60-70 patients and provides primary medical care to them.

Taking healthcare to hard-to-reach area

SAIKAT DEWAN, Khagrachhari

Betchari Mukh is a small village on
the hills of Khagrachhari districtin
south-east Bangladesh. The local
community, consisting mostly of
marginal farmers and their fami-
lies, lives 9km away from the
district town.

It is not always feasible for
locals to commute to the nearest
hospital at the district headquar-
ters for their medical needs. The
Betchari Mukh Community
Clinic has now become the cen-
tre of health care for the people
of the area.

Their day to day medical needs
are met single headedly by Antara
Talukdar, a community health care
provider (CHCP) at the clinic.

Housed in two rooms and an
oblong veranda in front, the small
community clinic is the only place
the locals trust for primary medi-
cal care. The path to the clinic is
paved, which makes it easier for
the patients to walk to and fro.

On a typical day, Antara sees 60-
70 patients and provides prelimi-
nary medical counselling. The
clinic is equipped with 30 types of

basic medicine, free of cost.

‘I treat my patients for a range
of ailments, whether it is for inju-
ries or diarrhoea. Patients come to
me whenever they feel ill and a
simple medicine can sometimes
make them feel better,” she said.

“For patients with more
serious symptoms, | refer them
to Khagrachhari District Sadar
Hospital. But patients mostly
come with basic ailments that |

can treat with the medicines
available,” she added.

BETCHARI MUKH COMMUNITY CLINIC

The Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has set up commu-
nity clinics across the country to
take health services to people's
door steps at every ward. The
prospective caregivers have to go
through an intensive three month
training programme at the sadar
upazila before qualifying to be a
CHCP.

Sixty-five-year-old Amena
Begum of Bhuyachari Guccha
village came to the clinic with
complaints of cough and cold. The
CHCP listened to her complaints

and gave her flu medicines.

“I had to come to Antara many
times before. The best thing about
her is that she listens and under-
stands. I always receive the medi-
cine I need from the clinic,” said
Amena.

Mosammat Pipasa, 25, of the
same village came in with her
seven-month-old son who was
running a temperature. Antara
had a quick look and immedi-
ately gave the child a few drops
of syrup to reduce the fever.

‘I have been coming here for
check-ups ever since my preg-
nancy,” said Pipasha. "I received
all the vitamins I needed through-
out my gestation period.”

Birala Chakma, 68, of Betchari
Mukh wvillage walked to the clinic
feeling dizzy and weak. Anatara
checked her blood pressure and gave
her some medicines to make her feel
better. Birala has been able to keep
her high pressure under control with
regular visits to the clinic.

Khitish Chandra Chakma, 75,
of the same village said the clinic
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has benefitted the locals
immensely.

“Most of the people of the area
are poor farmers. If they fall ill,
they go to the quack doctor as they
are not interested in going to the
district hospital. But ever since the
community clinic opened, locals
are getting the medicine they need,
free of cost.”

Dr Uch Shay, upazila health
and family planning officer of
Khagrachhari Sadar, said there are
12 community clinics in the
upazila.

There are six CHCPs who
received training on delivery-
related health care; Antara is one
of them, he added.

“Through these workers, we
provide health services to the pre
and post-delivery mothers and
provide information about
childcare. Due to the community
clinics, the number of patients
visiting the hospital has gone
down anotch.”

Living right next door to the
clinic, Antara has dedicated her life
to better the lives of the people living
on the hills as she is a source of com-
fort and reassurance for them.

Two AL
leaders held
with venison
in Bagerhat

STAR REPORT

Two local Awami League
leaders were arrested along
with 10kg of venison from
Bakultala wvillage in
Sarankhola upazila early
yesterday, reports UNB.

The arrestees were identi-
fied as Jafar Talukdar, 50,
joint secretary of Southkhali
Union Parishad unit of AL,
and Shamsul Islam Ripon,
45, president of ward No. 4
unit of the ruling party of
the same UP.

On a tip-off that three
people were taking venison
to the locality after killing a
deer in the Sundarbans, a
police team set up a check
post at Bakultala village to
arrest them.

When the trio reached
near the check post riding
on a motorcycle, police
waylaid them at a U-turn in
the area.

Following this, police
chased down the motorbike
and managed to catch two
pillion riders -- Jafar and
Shamsul -- while the driver
fled, said Karirul Islam,
officer-in-charge of
Sarankhola Police Station.

A case was filed with
Sarankhola Police Station
under the Wildlife (Conser-
vation and Security) Act,
said the OC.

The arrestees were pro-
duced before the court of
Bagerhat Chief Judicial
Magistrate vyesterday, and
the court sent the duo to jail.

Meanwhile, the coast
guard yesterday seized 40kg
of deer meat during a drive
in the Sundarbans. The team
also recovered 21 cubic feet
(CFT) of logs and a boat,
reports our Bagerhat corre-
spondent.

Coast guard officials
suspect that sensing the
presence of the law enforc-
ers, the poachers might have
fled leaving the venison and
logs in the boat.

Girls of Vigarunnisa Noon School and College in the capital celebrating their success after the results of JSC and
equivalent examinations came out yesterday. The results of primary terminal exams were also announced on the
same day, and overall girls have fared better than boys in almost all areas.
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Engage community in fight

against child marriage

Dena Kimball of Kendeda Fund tells in interview with The Baily Star

BISHAKHA DEVNATH

Community-driven initiatives can
bring about real changes to the sce-
nario of child marriage in the country.
If people of a community become
agents of the changes -- necessary for
creating an environment not support-
ive of early marriage, nothing else can
be a better solution, said Dena
Kimball, executive director of The

problem.

nationally and internationally to help
create a better understanding of the

Bangladesh has the second highest
rate of early marriages worldwide with
about 52 percent girls being married off
before they reach 18, according to
Unicef. Niger tops the chart.

The legal marriageable age has been
mostly debated upon at discussions
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Kendeda Fund.

The organisation in association
with CARE Bangladesh has been work-
ing for three yearsto fight the social
menace in the country,

Their first project on child marriage --
Tipping Point -- has been extended for
another three years. On this occasion,
Dena came to visit Bangladesh to see for
herself how far the project had left its
mark. The project has been working at
the community level, encouraging
discussions among people of all ages.

Dena Kimball

This is how they get to learn better
ways to deal with their social and
economic challenges other than mar-
rying their daughters off, said Dena in
an interview with The Daily Star before
leaving for the LISA on December 6.

“It is probably the hardest way to
work.”

CARE and other partners in other
countries that The Kendeda is working
with are trying to connect that work to the
broader dialogues that are happening

centring on child marriages following the
enactment of Child Marriage Restraint Bill
2017 in February. The bill has a provision
allowing boys and girls to be married off at
any age under “special circumstances”

with permission from court and guard-
ians, which is the instigator of the debate.
But there are a lot more issues to be
paid attention to and discussed if a
sustainable, effective solution is
sought, Dena said.
CARE has so far worked in 90
villages in haor areas of Sunamgan]
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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