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Pit of despair

Death of one lakh hens due to cold
related diseases worries poultry farmers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Over 100 poultry farmers are in utter
despair as around one lakh hens have
died of cold related diseases at 15
villages in Phulbaria upazila.

The villages include Kahalgaon,
Enayetpur, Bhabanipur,
Rangamatia and Achim in the
upazila. The most affected area is
Enayetpur, said a local UP chair-
mar.

Over one lakh egg laying hens died
in the areas last week, said Md Kabir
Hossain, chairman of Enayetpur
Union Parishad (UP).

The farmers are counting huge
losses due to mass death of the chick-
ens, said the villagers.

Meanwhile, local people are
facing serious health hazard as
the farm owners have been dump-
ing their dead hens in the Bajua
river.

Due to dumping of the dead hens
in the river, diarrhoea and skin dis-
ease might spread among the people
in the nearby areas, said Upazila
Livestock Officer Md Mizanur
Rahman.

There are 1,500 poultry farms in
the upazila. Of them, 40 farms were
affected.

A four-member medical team, led
by a wveterinary surgeon, has been
rendering necessary advice to the
affected farmers, said Mizanur.

Besides, the medical team
asked the poultry farmers to spray
germicide on the food of the
chickens, he said.

They were informed about the
mass death of the chickens last week
but for their immediate steps, the
deaths have been checked, the live-
stock official, said adding that no
death was reported from any area this
week.

Saiful Islam of Kahalgaon village
said he never faced such a loss since
his poultry business started in 2007.
There were some 15,000 egg laying
hens in his farm and 4000 died last
week,

"“We are continuing the business
taking loans from different banks and
NGOs, but the mass death of the hens
has put a serious burden on us over
how to pay the loans with interest”,
Saiful said, adding that he has a loan
of Tk 70 lakh.

Rustom Ali and Anwara Begum,
poultry farmers of adjacent Soyeatpur
village, said they also faced serious
losses due to the mass death of the
chickens.

Both the mass death and the huge
pressure of loan have become serious
concern for them, they added.

The UP chairman said there
were 36,000 chickens in his 12
farms. Of them, 1,500 hens died
last week. Overall, he incurred loss
of Tk 10 lakh to Tk 12 lakh.

The dead hens at a poultry farm in Kahalgaon village of Mymensingh's

Phulbaria upazila.
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STILL HOMELESS

Many people of Char Shiberkuti village in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila live
in temporary shelters as they are unable to rebuild their homesteads

OQUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Many residents of Char Shiberkuti
village in Kulaghat union under
Sadar upazila of the district are not
able to return home as they do not
have the means to rebuild their
homesteads that were washed away
by floodwater of the Dharla river.
Salma Begum, 35, along with her
husband and three children is still
living in a temporary one-chala house
on aroad. They cannot return home as
their two tin-shed houses, a one-chala
cowshed and a straw-made kitchen

Salma Begum of
Char Shiberkuti
village in
Lalmonirhat Sadar
upazila along with
her family mem-
bers still livesin a
temporary house
on a road as her
homestead was

{

were washed away by floodwater from
the Dharlariver on August 12.

Like Salma, Halima Bewa,
Salekha Bewa, Felani Begum,

washed away by
flood.
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Jobeda Begum and many others of
the village are still homeless as they
have not been able to return to their
homesteads. Their houses were
washed away and homesteads were
turned into lowlands by flood-
waters, and they do not have the
money to build new houses after
earth filling on their homesteads.

Salma said, “I got 16 pieces of
corrugated iron (CI) sheets and Tk
6,000 from the government, but that is
insufficient for building a house,” she
said. “We had a cow and two goats, but
we sold them after the flood for meet-
ing the family needs,” said Salma's
husband Golzar Hossain.

“I had a tin-shed house and a
straw-made kitchen, but those were
washed away by floodwater and my
homestead on three decimals of
land was turned into lowland,” said

Halima Bewa, 62, of the village. “I
got 16 pieces Cl sheets and Tk 6,000
from the government, but it isn't
sufficient to build a house,” she
said, adding that she is now living in
a temporary one-chala house on
another person's land.

Sukur Ali, 48, son of Sonar Uddin
of the village, said he and his six-
member family are living in a tem-
porary one-chala house on a dam of
Water Development Board since
August 14 as his house was
devoured by floodwater. "1 did not
get Cl sheets and I cannot pay for
our rehabilitation,” he said. “I do
not know when we will go back to
our homestead,” he added.

Kulaghat Union Parishad (UP)
Chairman Idris Ali said 200 fami-
lies of his union became homeless
due to flood, but only 35 families
got Cl sheets and money for reha-
bilitation. “Many flood-affected
homeless people are still living on
roads and others' lands as they
cannot afford to build a house,”
he added.

Mogholhat UP Chairman
Habibur Rahman said only 85 of 267
flood-affected homeless families in
the union were given CI sheets and
money for their rehabilitation.

District Relief and Rehabilitation
Office Head Assistant Abul Kalam
Azad said 1,280 flood affected
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families lost their houses and home-
steads due to floods. Six hundred
and forty flood-affected homeless
families were given 10,240 pieces of
CI sheets (16 pieces per family) and
Tk 38,40,000 (Tk 6,000 per family)
under the rehabilitation
programime.

Deputy Commissioner Shafiul
Arif told the Daily Star that the
rehabilitation materials were dis-
tributed among most vulnerable
flood-affected homeless families. “If
| get demand for rehabilitation
materials from upazilas 1 will write
to the ministry concerned, seeking
more materials for rehabilitation of
those families,” he added.

ROW OVER TANGAIL BNP COMMITTEE

Protest on, Tuku's
effigy burnt

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A faction of aggrieved BNP leaders and activists in Tangail
continued their agitation in the district town, demanding
cancellation of the recently formed district committee.

The BNP faction yesterday brought out a protest proces-
sion from Shaheed Smrity Pouro Udyan which paraded
different streets before ending at Shaheed Minar premises in
the town.

Demanding dissolution of the existing committee, the
angry party men burnt effigy of Jativatabadi Jubo Dal cen-
tral unit General Secretary Sultan Salahuddin Tuku at the
town's Nirala Intersection.

Terming the district committee 'incompetent’' and
‘agents of ruling party', speakers at the rally demanded
immediate dissolution of the district committee for greater
interest of the party.

Among others, Hasanuzzamil Shahin, former vice-
president of district unit BNP, Kazi Shafiqur Rahman Liton,
its ex-joint secretary, Khandakar Ahmedul Haque Shatil, ex-
president of district unit Jubo Dal, Rafiqul Islam Swapan, its
ex-organising secretary, and Tariqul Islam Jhalak, former
joint secretary of Chhatra Dal central unit, spoke on the
occasion.

On May 26, BNP central committee formed Tangail
district committee comprising Shamsul Alam Tofa and
Farhad Igbal as its president and general secretary respec-
tively.

Couple of days after the formation of the committee,
four leaders of the newly formed committee, including its
two vice-presidents, a joint secretary and an organising
secretary, resigned from their posts alleging the committee
was formed through the influence of Jubo Dal leader Sultan
Salahuddin Tuku, also younger brother of incumbent BNP
district unit president Shamsul Alam Tofa.

On July 30, four leaders of the new committee, including
three of the four who resigned earlier, were temporarily
expelled from the party for breaking party discipline after
the member collection and renewal programme of district
unit BNP was foiled following a clash between the two
factions on July 23,

Tourists excited
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Kuakata-Sundarbans launch

service introduced
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Getting opportunity of visiting the Sundarbans from
Kuakata sea beach by passenger launch, first of its kind
in the route, tourists from home and abroad are very
excited.

Shipping Minister Shahjahan Khan formally inaugu-
rated the much desired service on Wednesday.

Considering the interest of the visitors, Green Line
Waterways and Surovi Paribahan jointly started the ser-
vice.

The double-decker launce has a capacity of 312 seats with
four single cabins, eight double and a VIP cabins.

On the first day of its journey, around 80 tourists visited
the Sundarbans by the launch yesterday.

During the inauguration at Kuakata beach, Minister
Shahjahan Khan said the launch service from Kuakata to
Sundarbans, which is especially for tourists, will take our
tourism industry one more step forward.

Tourists from home and abroad will be benefited
through the launch service and learn more about the
Sundarbans and Kuakata, the minister said, adding that
they will also enjoy the scenic view of the Bay of Bengal
while travelling in the launch.

Kuakata municipality Mayor Abdul Bareq Mollah said it
is a great opportunity for the tourists to visit the mangrove
forest in Sundarbans from Kuakata by launch.

They can enjoy two tourist spots in a single tour, he said.

Rumman Imtiaz Tushar, a local businessman, said
with easier communication by the launch service, both
the interest of tourists and the importance of Kuakata
will surely increase as its distance from the capital is less
than that of Cox's Bazar.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Project Director
Clean Air and Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project
Department of Environment (DoE)
Paribesh Bhaban, E-16, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207

No. Paribesh/CASE/C&F/DoE-AF-NC9/250/2017/1221 Date: 26-12-2017

Request for Bids
(Non-Consulting Services)

Employer: Project Director, CASE Project-DoE Component

Project: Clean Air and Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project-DoE Component

Contract Title: Providing the Services of C&F Agent for Clearing the Goods of Clean Air and

Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project

Country: Bangladesh

IDA Credit No. 4581-BD & 5924-BD

RFB No: DoE-AF-NC9

1. The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh has received financing from
the World Bank toward the cost of the Clean Air and Sustainable Environment (CASE)
Project, and intends to apply part of the proceeds toward payments under the contract
for "Providing the Services of C&F Agent for Clearing the Goods of Clean Air and
Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project".

2. The Department of Environment now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for
Providing the Services of C&F Agent for Clearing the Goods of Clean Air and
Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project for the period of 01-02-2018 to 15-12-2018.

3. Bidding will be conducted through national competitive procurement using a Request
for Bids (RFB) as specified in the World Bank's "Procurement Regulations for IPF
Borrowers-July 2016" ("Procurement Regulations"), and is open to all eligible bidders
as defined in the Procurement Regulations.

4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from the Office of the Project
Director, CASE Project-DoE Component and inspect the bidding document during
office hours (09:00 to 17:00 hours) at the address given below. A pre-bid meeting shall
take place on January 09, 2018 at 11:00 hrs local time (GMT+6hrs) at the address
mentioned below.

5. The bidding document in English may be purchased by interested eligible bidders
upon the submission of a written application to the address below and upon payment
of a non-refundable fee of BDT 1,000.00 (BDT one thousand only). The method of
payment will be Pay Order/Bank Draft in favour of "Project Director, Clean Air &
Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project” from any scheduled bank of Bangladesh.

6. Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before 18 January, 2018 15:00
hours. Electronic bidding will not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be
publicly opened in the presence of the bidders' designated representatives and anyone
who chooses to attend at the address below on 18 January, 2018 at 15:15 hours.

7. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of BDT 1,00,000.00 (BDT one lac
only) in the form of Pay Order/Bank Draft/Bank Guarantee in favour of "Project
Director, Clean Air & Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project” from any scheduled
bank of Bangladesh.

8. The address(es) referred to above is (are):

Project Director
Clean Air and Sustainable Environment (CASE) Project
Department of Environment (DoE)
Paribesh Bhaban, E-16, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
Phone: 02-8181788; Email: pdcasedoe@gmail.com

GD-2852




