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Eight-year-old Tanvir Hasan, with almost all his body wrapped in bandage, lies in a bed at Chittagong Medical
College Hospital yesterday. Along with his mother and 13-year-old sister, the boy suffered serious burns following

a gas cylinder explosion in their residence in Garibullaha Shah residential area of the city.
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Agora chairman
jailed for food
adulteration

Released on bail
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
sentenced Chairman of
Agora super shop Niaz
Rahim to two years' impris-
onment in two separate
cases filed for selling adul-
terated ghee in 2008.

Special Magistrate Md
Mahbub Sobhani of the
Pure Food Court in Dhaka
handed down the sentence
in presence of Niaz and
ordered police to send him
to jail with a conviction
warrant. The court also
fined him Tk 50,000 in
each case, in default of
which he will have to suffer
two months more in jail.

Meanwhile, Mehedi
Pavel Sweet, special magis-
trate of another Pure Food
Court, granted bail to Niaz
in the cases on condition
that he would appeal
against the conviction and
sentence within 30 days.

The magistrate granted
the bail orders following
two petitions filed by Niaz.
Following the orders, Niaz
Rahim was released from
custody:.

He can appeal to the
court of sessions judge or
metropolitan sessions
judge against his convic-
tion and sentence under
section 41C of the Pure
Food Ordinance, 1959.

The section says, "An
appeal against the judgment
of a Pure Food Court shall lie
to the Sessions Judge or to
the Metropolitan Sessions
Judge, within 30 (Thirty)
days as the case may be.”

According to the case
statements, Health
Inspector Fakhruddin
Mobarok of Dhaka City
Corporation seized adulter-
ated ghee from Agora super
shop in Moghbazar area on
August 18, 2008. He filed
two cases with the Pure
Food Court against Niaz.

The court framed charges
on November 10, 2008.

During the trial proceed-
ings, the court recorded
statements of four prosecu-
tion witnesses and five
defence witnesses.

Rab busts fake note

factory in

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) yesterday
said it arrested two members including the
kingpin of a currency counterfeiter racket
and busted their secret factory where they
produced fake Indian bank notes.

A team of Rab-3 in a drive at a house in
South Keraniganj area in the capital arrested
Liakot Ali, 35, the alleged kingpin of the
racket. Later, based on information
gleaned from Liakot, the Rab arrested his
cohort Jahangir Alam, 40, from Khilgaon
in the capital.

Lt Col Emranul Hasan, commanding
officer (CO) of Rab-3, disclosed this during
a press briefing at Rab media centre in the
capital's Karwan Bazar yesterday.

The racket mostly produced 2,000 and 500
denominations of Indian rupees that were
issued in India only a year ago, the Rab CO
said, adding that counterfeit currency worth
Rs 10 lakh were seized from the arrestees.

Dhaka

“The racket used to supply fake notes to
brokers who would sell the currency to
money exchange outlets in the capital and
also in the bordering areas of the country.”

The Rab's drive came only a week after a
joint taskforce meeting between Bangladesh
and India at the police headquarters in
Dhaka. In the meeting, both the sides
pledged to take effective measures against
currency counterfeiters.

“Liakot has been involved in money
counterfeiting business for the last 15 years.
He used to do this under the supervision of
one Sagir Master in Mirpur area. But in the
last 10 years he developed his own syndi-
cate and was producing fake notes in his
own house,” the Rab official claimed.

During the raid Rab also seized a laptop,
six skin dices, two dice plates, two scanners,
four printers, seven bundles of security
threads, four cutter machines, and other
equipment and materials to produce coun-
terfeit Indian currency, he added.

15 students hurt in

Dinajpur road crash
5 killed in three districts

STAR REPORT

Kabir Ikramul

Haque new
BARC chairman

CITY DESK

Dr Md Kabir Ikramul Haque
joined Bangladesh
Agricultural Research

At least 15 students were injured when their picnic bus
collided head on with a truck in Phulbari upazila of

Dinajpur yesterday.

Among them, five are in critical conditions.
All of them are students of Muraripur Coaching Centre in

Birganjupazila in Barisal.

The picnic bus with 60 students on board was hit by a
truck in Phulbari upazila, police said quoting locals.

Meanwhile, at least five persons, including a child were
killed in road accidents across the country yesterday.

In Chittagong, a man was killed as a covered van ran him
over on Chittagong-Dhaka Highway yesterday:.

The deceased was identified as Md Kamrul, 32, said

police.

A Chittagong-bound covered van hit him on the high-
way, said Ahsan Habib, officer-in-charge of Bara Awlia

Highway Police QOutpost.

The man died on spot, the OC said, adding that the cov-

ered van's driveris still on the run.

In another incident in Chittagong, a biker was killed as
he lost control over the vehicle in Ananya Residential Area

on Wednesday.

The deceased is Mohammad Noman, 28, hailing from
Shamsher Para in Chittagong, said police quoting wit-
nesses. He was taken to Chittagong Medical College Hospital,

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Council (BARC) yesterday
as its executive chairman.

Kabir served as the mem-
ber director (fisheries) and
director of project imple-
mentation unit (NATP
Phase-II) in the same organi-
sation, said a press release.

He began his career as
scientific officer at
Bangladesh Fisheries
Research Institute (BFRI),
Mymensingh on February
28, 1987 and subsequently
joined BARC as principal
scientific officer (fisheries)
on February 7th, 2007.

He graduated in Fisheries
from Bangladesh
Agricultural University in
1984.

He obtained PhD in
Hydro Biology (Fisheries)
from Kharkov State
University in Ukraine in
1995,

A group of workers on Wednesday started erasing the Raju memorial graffiti from the wall of central library on
Dhaka University campus. Bangladesh Chhatra Union (BCU) painted the graffiti in 1998 commemorating the memory
of BCU leader Moin Hossain Raju who was killed during an anti-terrorism procession in 1992. BCU alleged that
Bangladesh Chhatra League instructed the erasing of the graffiti. When contacted, BCL central unit said they

erased the graffiti to use the wall for decoration ahead of their 70th founding anniversary.
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