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ZIA ASHRAF
(00 & COFOUNDER, CHALDAL.COM

(ategory: E-Business
Winning Company: Chaldal.com

Chaldal.com, a popular
online grocery shop in
Dhaka, has made life
easier for many city-
dwellers since its launch
four years ago.

Aiming to reduce the
hassle and save time for
the residents, two friends -
- Zia Ashraf and Waseem
Ali -- established the e-
store in 2013 and deliv-
ered their first order in
July the same year.

"During the launch, we
were able to anticipate the
potential of the e-shop
and we have been proven
true,” said Waseem, co-
founder of the e-shop.

The company has so far
received 7.5 lakh orders
from the city dwellers with
a value of Tk 7 crore.

Chaldal.com believes
time is valuable to Dhaka
residents, and they should
not have to waste hours in
traffic, brave bad weather
and wait in line just to buy
basic necessities like eggs!

It gives the shoppers
huge convenience as they
don't need to visit brick
and mortar stores. Instead,
they can purchase their
daily necessities by click-
ing the computer's mouse
and tapping smartphones,
saving much valuable
time.

Chaldal delivers every-
thing people needs right
at their door-step and at
no additional cost.

The company started
with only Tk 13 lakh in
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State Minister for ICT Zunaid Ahmed Palak along with guests at

RAISUL KABIR
CEO, BRAIN STATION 23 LIMITED

Category: ICT Solution Provider
-- International Market Focus
Winning Company: Brain
Station 23 Ltd

Brain Station 23 Ltd began
its operations in 2006
with an aim to becoming
the largest software and IT
firm in Bangladesh.

It initiated with
outsourcing products
outside of the country and
by 2010, it started working
in the local market. Since
then the company is get-
ting only bigger and big-
ger.

Brain Station 23 is now
a global name and exports
its products and services
to the Netherlands,
Norway, Germany, Turkey,
Nigeria, Canada, USA and
the Middle East.

It helps clients with
customised IT solutions to
minimise their I'T head-
aches and keep their IT
operations run effectively.

The firm offers banking
and fintech solutions,
software development,
cloud and cyber security,
enterprise resources plan-
ning customisation and
implementation, mobile
app development, e-
commerce, and aug-
mented and virtual reality
services.

It clocked in Tk 7.6
crore in revenue in 2016.
[ts major clients include
Aareas Interactive Inc,
British Telecom, Paypal,
Virtual Affairs, Nissan
(Europe), Telenor (Nor-
way), Vallie (UK),
PayPal, P&G, Aareas
(Canada), Dokkan,
Oslobuss (Norway).

“The Daily Star ICT Awards” at Le Méridien Dhaka yesterday.

SHAIKH ABDUL WAHID

MD & CEQ, LEADS CORPORATION

Category: ICT Solution provider
- Local Market Focus

Winning Company: LEADS
Corporation Ltd

LEADS Corporation Ltd
began its journey in 1992
after taking over an US
based multi-national
company's Bangladesh
operations. Being among
the pioneers in the ICT
industry in the country,
LEADS has become one of
the leading ICT solution
providers.

The firm serves busi-
nesses in Bangladesh and
abroad. Its modern busi-
ness solutions cater to
banks, merchant banks,
stock market operations,
life insurance companies
and non-banking finan-
cial institutions for their
transnational change,
business growth and
agility.

[t serves more than
10,000 users in the finan-
cial industry in more than
600 banking branches.

LEADS has a unigque
and robust product for the
stock market which is
known as "CAPITA". As
of now, 100 clients,
including LankaBangla
Securities, IDLC Securities,
BRAC EPL Stock
Brokerage, City Brokerage
and EBL Securities are
using CAPITA to maintain
their daily operations.
Seventy percent of daily
transactions of exchanges
are handled by this soft-
ware.

Out of 100 clients,
most are corporate clients.

[t earned Tk 56.6 crore
1n revenue in 2016.

ADNAN IMTIAZ

HALIM
CEO, SHEBA PLATFORM LIMITED

Category: ICT Startup
Winning Company: Sheba
Platform Limited

Sheba Platform is the
largest service marketplace
of the country and aims to
redefine and simplify how
one finds and avails ser-
vices in Dhaka.

Lising the platform,
customers can avail home
services from a wide range
of categories, including
plumbing, electrical,
catering, home arrange-
ment.

Sheba aims to be the
one-stop solution for
every daily service solu-
tions,

The on-demand service
platform connects house-
holds and small busi-
nesses with the best ser-
vice providers and so far,
over the last two years,
Sheba has served 65,000
customers.

The company started its
operations in 2015 and
now about 1,500 service
providers are on board,
said Adnan Imtiaz Halim,
chief executive officer of
the company.

Recently Sheba
launched an on-demand
cleaning service, laundry
service and beauty parlour
service for households.
The response from the
market is good.

It started its service
from Mirpur area first and
soon expanded its foot-
print to cover the entire
capital city.

Within its launch,
Sheba received huge
investment. The country's
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HUSSAIN M ELIUS
CEO, PATHAQ

Category: ICT Startup
Winning Company: Pathao

Pathao is the most trusted
mode of transport in
Bangladesh, but ferrying
people on motorcycle
taxis wasn't the initial
plan when it hit the roads.

Pathao was rolled out
in 2015 as a delivery
service. Its fleet of motor-
cycle drivers and bike
messengers bring parcels
to clients in Dhaka and
beyond.

The service thrived on
the back of growing
demand for reliable e-
commerce deliveries in
Bangladesh. Pathao works
with Rocket Internet's
Daraz, among others.

But in mid-2016,
Pathao decided to intro-
duce on-demand motor-
cycle rides. And it was an
instant hit.

Sharing rides, registered
with the company, have
made commuting faster
and cheaper. On an aver-
age they are making thou-
sands of trips a day.

Currently, Pathao has
five lakh unique riders in
the country's top three
cities -- Dhaka, Chittagong
and Sylhet.

[t started with motor
bike sharing. The com-
pany has also introduced
a car-hailing service that
already gained huge popu-
larity.

Recently the company
has concentrated on deliv-
ering products and also
offers bicyclers an oppor-
tunity to earn money by
delivering e-commerce
products.

M REZAUL HASSAN
CEO, REVE GROUP

Category: ICT Business Person

M Rezaul Hassan, group
chief executive officer of
REVE Systems, is an inter-
nationally acclaimed
Bangladeshi software firm.

In 2003, he founded
REVE Group after working
in the IT and telecom
industry for many years.
He transformed the group
into a major solution
provider in the voice over
internet protocol (VolP)
industry which also
expanded its footprints
globally under his leader-
ship.

Hassan played a key
role in the development of
good customer relation-
ships, ensuring flexibility
in response to an increas-
ingly demanding market-
place.

An engineering gradu-
ate, Hassan also earned an
MBA from the Institute of
Business Administration at
the University of Dhaka.
He is recognised as an
expert in the [P communi-
cations space and has
been invited as a speaker
at several international
seminars and workshops
on telecommunications.

Headquartered in
Singapore, REVE Systems
has its major develop-
ment centres in
Bangladesh and India
with its regional presence
in USA, the UK, Russia,
Lebanon and Hong Kong.

The company serves
customers 1n over 78
countries where 4,500-
plus VoIP and telecom-
munications service pro-
viders have placed their
trust on it.

ATOWHID

DIRECTOR, IBCS-PRIMAX
SOFTWARE BANGLADESH LTD

Category: ICT Pioneer

A Towhid, a shareholder
director of IBCS-PRIMAX
Software Bangladesh Ltd,
an IT firm focused on
onshore and offshore
software development and
systems integration, com-
pleted his BSc from the
University of Dhaka and
completed several courses
on marketing manage-
ment principles and prac-
tices.

He has 22 years of
experience in marketing,
commercial, material
planning and manage-
ment procurement,
Import, export, inventory
control, administration
and personnel manage-
ment whilst at ICI
Bangladesh Manufacturers
Ltd.

IBCS-PRIMAX Software
(Bangladesh) Ltd's
founder late Abu Yousuf
Mesbah Uddin Ahmed
also won the award in the
pioneer category.

IBCS-PRIMAX Software
was established in 1989 as
a Bangladesh-UK joint
venture. It is an authorised
certified business partner
of Oracle Corporation of
LISA. Its other partners
include HP,
PricewaterhouseCoopers,
Opraxe International,
Unisys and Veritas.
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