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es against the traffic as other vehicles avoid it in the capital's Hatirjheel area yester-
isk. Several people were injured in an accident in Hatirjheel only a day ago when a car
falling into a roadside ditch.
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DNCC mayoral polls
in late February

MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA

The Election Commission plans to hold the
Dhaka North City Corporation mayoral by-
polls in late February with the two major
political parties expected to nominate can-
didates soon.

Some of the prospective mayoral con-
tenders have already started mass contact to
WOO Voters,

Talking to The Daily Star, several EC

officials said the commission is likely to
hold the polls on February 25.

“The Election Commission is making
preparations to announce the schedule after
resolving all the complications. The by-
polls will be held on any suitable day after
February 24," acting EC secretary Helal
LIddin Ahmed told journalists after a meet-
ing with education officials yesterday.

The EC requested the education ministry
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Intention 1s

to harass
Khaleda

BNP chief's counsel
tells court about Zia
orphanage graft case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The lawyer

of BNP

Chairperson

Khaleda Zia

yesterday

argued that

none of the

32 witnesses in the Zia
Orphanage Trust graft case
could testify that she had
abused power when she was
in office.

Abdur Rezak Khan, a
senior counsel of Khaleda,
during the argument also
said the Anti-Corruption
Commission filed the case
“with an intention to harass
her”.

"“The Anti-Corruption
Commission has failed to
prove any of the allegations
brought against her,” Rezak
Khan added.

The lawyer of the former
premier placed the closing
arguments before the Dhaka
Special Court-5 in
Bakshibazar for the third
consecutive day.

Judge M d
Akhtaruzzaman of the
makeshift court adjourned
the argument hearing for
vesterday. The next day for
closing arguments is today.

On December 21, the
court fixed December 26-28
for placing the defence's
closing arguments in the
graft cases against Khaleda.

The BNP chief yesterday
appeared before the court
around 11:30am and stayed
there until the adjournment
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You are with every beat
ot our heart

Aaron H. Chowdhury (Danny)
29th June 1981

- 27th December 2002

Anita Chowdhury (Dida), Bula & Tapan Chowdhury (Parents), Anika Chowdhury (Sister)
And all loving members of the family




