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Originally being among the “Big Three” that popularized rock music in Bangladesh, he has long transcended his status as a musician to
become a true cultural icon. The sheer response he derives out of any crowd, in any place and in any situation testifies his ever-lasting
popularity among both avid music lovers and casual fans. Indeed, there can only be one 'Guru' and at the moment, it is none other

than James. Star Showbiz celebrates the rock-star of South Asian music through a modest tribute.

At this point in time, the
term “Guru” might as well be com-
|':-'.-'l|':-'|h|l.‘ tor the likes of “Sir”, “Lord” and so
on. The title was initially held by the late
great Azam Khan, the title signifies a person
of high esteem, often times the epitome of
greatness in his own craft. Objectively, very
few people in Bangladesh fit the bill of
“Guru” today more than James.

On December 127, 1 was torn on whether to
attend a concert by C hul..un at T.5.C, one of
the most proven and popular bands that we
have today or the "Concert for ICT" that fea-
tured none other than James himself. 1 eventu-
ally decided to go for the latter and found
myself in awe in just how dynamic, compelling
and powerful he really was when on stage. Any
James concert is really a phenomenon that you
have to be a part of to fully understand the
swagger that has attracted audiences and oul-
sold the rest for more than 30 yvears,

Of course, our esteemed readers needn't take
my word for it. Star Showbiz reached out 1o
some prominent musicians of Bangladesh, and
no one was happier to speak out for James as
Naguib Khan. “I have known James since he

was very young”, said the fabled vocal-
ist/ keyboardist of Renaissance. "He has created
his own style and genre, and his fame is not
limited to only Bangladesh as he has made
waves in Bollywood as well”, he continued.
Fuad Almugtadir, one of the most prominent
music directors of Bangladesh is also a huge
fan of James: "He exemplifies power and pas-
sion on stage. He is []1-_ only 'boss'.”

James has long cited the likes of Jim

Maorrison and Eric Cla pLon as hiz influences,
but his singing style remains largely unique as
to this day as evident from even the very begin-
ning of his career with the super-hit band 'Feel-
ings', where he gave us hits like Poradhin
Bangla, Moddho Raate Dalepiyon and Beduyeen.
When he left and transitioned into his iconic

“Magar Baul” Persona, songs like Pagla Hawa,
Bijli, Sultana 't.lf'u AMOng many n:ln TS
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a storm which changed everything in its
wake”, said Autumnal Moon. *Doors, Queen,

Mark Knofler, Cris de Burg, and a multitude of

artists can be found in his music. After listen-
ing to him, vou really could settle for any-
thing less energetic and original. I used to sing
his songs in gatherings and addas in my
youth.” said the renowned singer and music
director.

The panache of James capiured not only the
90s and 2000s, but the newer generations
continue to cite him as their inspiration.
Perhaps the essence of his greatness was cap-
tured perfectly by Adit, the renowned music
composer. “To be frank, James bhai is not
merely a singer; he is a complete musician.”,
he said. “And in my opinion, a true musician is
comparable to a hundred singers combined.
There can only be one James " Oyshee, known
for th wer that she exudes in her vocals told
Star Showbiz that James has been a huge inspi-
ration for her singing.

Perhaps the fact that even after 30 years since
his rise to the Lop, he still l-'.L:n..‘['.l:i his |':-|.-':l.'-.-‘ at the
top is testimony to why he is called "Gum”,
Everyone who has had the honor of knowing

James has long cited the likes of Jim
Morrison and Eric Clapton as his
influences, but his singing style
remains largely unique as to this day as
evident from even the very beginning
of his career with the super-hit band
'Feelings, where he gave us hits like
Poradhin Bangla, Moddho Raate
Dakpiyon and Beduyeen.

him personally can tell of the fact that he is
least concerned with fame, interviews, or any-
thing else that does not have to do with music.
“Guru” exists to rock our souls, and we can
only hope that he continues to do so for as
long as we have the formune of hearing.
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