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Woman,
daughter die

in road crash
Six others killed in two
districts

Bss

Eight people were killed
and three others injured in
road crashes in the country
in last two days.

A mother and her 12-
year-old daughter were
killed in a road accident in
front of East-West Medical
College Hospital on
Ashulia Beribadh road on
Thursday night.

The dead are Jasmin
Akther, 40, wife of
Fakhruddin Kabir, and
Saba Moni. They used to
live in Ashulia of Savar,
Turag Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Md
Nurul Muthakin said.

The accident occurred
when a covered van hit
them. Police seized the
vehicle but the driver man-
aged to flee the scene,
Nurul said.

A case was filed with
Turag Police Station in this
connection.

In Tangail, two persons
were killed and three others
injured as a passenger bus
collided head-on with a
CNG-run auto-rickshaw on
Tangail-Bhuapur road in
Jodurpara area in Kalihati
upazila yesterday afternoon.

The dead, Rony Begum,
26, and Tara Banu, both
residents of Baro Binnaf
village of Tangail Sadar
upazila, were in the auto-
rickshaw. The injured were
admitted to Tangail
General Hospital.

Meanwhile in Rajshahi,
four persons were killed in
three road accidents across
the district yesterday, police
said.

Nazrul Islam, 50, died
on the spot when a speed-
ing truck rammed his
motorbike from behind on
Rajshahi-Natore highway
in Baneshwar of Puthia
upazila, said Sayedur
Rahman Bhuiyan, officer-
in-charge of Puthia Police
Station.

Hipzur Alam Munshi,
officer-in-charge of
Godagari Police Station,
said Jewel Rana, 27, died
when a truck hit his motor-
bike in Kamarpara area of
the upazila.

Meanwhile, two
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Nature lovers rejoice! The migratory birds have started to arrive at Jahangirnagar University. The photo
of this lake, a favourite destination for the winter guests, was taken recently.

Winter guests start arriving

MD ASADUZ ZAMAN

With the advent of winter, migra-
tory birds have started to arrive at
the lakes of Jahangirnagar
LIniversity:.

In addition, water lilies have also
begun to blossom in the around 20
small and large water bodies.

With the chirping of birds and
lilies brightening the liquid land-
scape -- the campus is now a sight
to behold, attracting a large num-
ber of visitors.

Most of the birds are gathering at
the four lakes -- in front of the
administrative building, besides
botanical garden, next to Wildlife
Rescue Centre (WRC) and
Jahanara Imam Hall.

The winter guests have made
long journeys before arriving here.
Some are from the farthest corners
of Siberia and valleys of the
Himalayan mountain range. The
birds will rest at the campus till
April. They live on small fish,

insects, snails and aquatic plants.
“About 10 species of migratory

birds have already arrived,” said
Prof Kamrul Hasan of the Zoology
department. Some of the guests
include “lesser whistling teal
(chhota sarali)” and “greater whis-
tling teal (bara sarali)”.

Around 69 species of guest birds
usually visit the campus every
winter along with 126 native spe-
cies, hesaid.

However, Prof Kamrul said,
"Environmental degradation,
leasing out lakes for fish farming
and failure to ensure a safe haven
for the winter guests are some of
the reasons behind the reducing
number of migratory birds.”

Also, due to a large number of
people and vehicles, constant
honking and using of the campus
as a picnic spot, the quality of the
habitat required for migratory
birds is degrading, he said.

For example, many of the birds
have left the lake beside Jahanara
Imam Hall and staying at the other
ones due to the abovementioned
reasons, he added.

PHOTO:
PALASH KHAN

Adib Momin Shayer, a final-
year student of Zoology, said, “The
JU authorities should take imme-
diate steps in this regard.” He also
alleged that bird watchers and
photographers often bother the
migratory birds in a bid to take
better snaps.

Contacted, Registrar Abu Bakr
Siddique said, "We have already
set up fences and boundaries
around the lakes. The estate office
will supervise the activities of the
visitors.”

Like every year, the Zoology
department will arrange a bird fair
on the campus to raise awareness
on migratory birds, scheduled to
be held on January 17 next year.

Many of the students echoed him.,

Int'l IT conference begins at UAP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A three-day conference titled "International
Conference on Computer and Information
Technology 2017" began at the University of
Asia Pacific (UAP) yesterday.

The department of computer science and
engineering of UAP hosted the conference
for idea and knowledge sharing on com-
puter and technology among academics
worldwide, said a press release.

The conference, which will feature sev-
eral sessions, was inaugurated by Abdul
Matin Patwari,
former vice chancellor of UAP.

On the closing day, Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan is expected to be
present as chief guest,
Jamilur Reza Choudhury, vice chancellor
of UAP, will preside over. The authors of
best research papers will also be awarded
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Hospitals in the capital on
Thursday. He was 63,
Raqib, also a former
general secretary of district
unit Awami League, was
kept on life support, said his
wife Aleya Afroze, a former
lawmaker. He left behind
his wife and two daughters.
He was buried at Karbal
graveyard in Jessore.

Jubo League leader's house
torched in Joypurhat

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Unidentified people torched the tin-roof house of a
Jubo League leader at Chawk Joykrishnapur in
Joypurhat Sadar upazila early yesterday.

Ayub Hossain Mithu, joint convener of Badsha
union unit of Jubo League, said some unidentified
criminals set fire to his three-room house with petrol.

Mithu claimed that the fire caused Tk 4 lakh worth
of damage. Fire fighters managed to douse the fire after
an hour long effort. A case was filed.

JU winter vacation begins tomorrow

JU CORRESPONDENT

Jahangirnagar University (JU) will go on a 12-day winter
vacation from tomorrow.

All classes and examinations will remain closed till
January 6, and administrative offices from January 1 to
4. Marking the upcoming registered graduate representa-
tives' elections, JU authorities have extended the vaca-
tion period till January 4.

Harunur re-elected president of
Dhanmondi Club

CITY DESK

Former lawmaker Harunur Rashid was
elected unopposed as the president of
Dhanmondi Club Ltd for the fourth
term yesterday.

Other office bearers are SAM Shawkat
Hossain, Arif Masud Chowdhury, Azizul g
Haque, Waliullah Bakul, Rakibul Karim
Khan, Mir Md Zakir Hossain, Didarul Alam Chowdhury,
Eng Mostafa Kamal, Jashoda Jibon Debnath and Haji
[liasur Rahman Babul.

2 held with 203kg cannabis in Rangpur

BSS, Rangpur

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab-13) has arrested two per-
sons with 203kg of cannabis at Taluk Upashu village in
Pirgachha upazila of Rangpur.

Acting on a tip-off, a Rab team stopped a Rangpur-
bound truck around 10:30am on Thursday and found
the cannabis.

The arrestees are truck driver Manik Mian, 35, resi-
dent of Kachhna Sonalipara village, and Shushanto
Das, 21, of Kurigram district.

CELEBRATING WINTER

Dancers enthrall audience with their performance at the Nazrul Mancha of Bangla Academy. The event was
organised as part of a three-day “Poush Mela”, a festival to celebrate winter, which began yesterday. Other than
musical performances and cultural activities, the fair is also hosting a “Pitha Utsab” for all to enjoy the delicacies.
This is the 19th such fair organised by Poush Mela Udjapon Parishad.

PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

Missing girl found dead

OUR CORRESPONDENT, MNatore

A seven-year-old girl, who went missing on Wednesday, was
found dead in a pond at Bilsha in Gurudaspur upazila of
Natore yesterday afternoon.

A second-grader, Khadiza Khatun, daughter of Manirul
Islam, went missing after she went to play near her house,
said Dilip Kumar Das, officer-in-charge of Gurudaspur
Police Station.

Police yesterday detained three neighbours of the family
forinterrogation.

Khadiza might have been killed after sexual assault,
suspected police.

Malnutrition plagues

FROM PAGE 4

The nutrition crisis is most pronounced in Kutupalong
refugee camp and makeshift settlements which have both
the highest rates of acute malnutrition and the largest num-
ber of newly arrived Rohingya refugees.

Less than 16 per cent of children are consuming a mini-
mal acceptable diet which is critical for their optimal growth
and development, and 30 per cent of children below six
months are not exclusively breastfed.

“The combination of malnutrition, diarrhoea and infec-
tion can make children especially wvulnerable," said
Beigbeder. "Humanitarian organisations on the ground
have already expanded capacity to treat children with acute
malnutrition, but efforts must be ramped up to ensure that
these children have access to suitable diets, clean water and
healthcare," he added.

So far, Unicef and its partners have treated nearly 7,000
severely malnourished children, administered almost 9
lakh doses of cholera vaccine, and immunised nearly
4.5lakh children against measles and rubella. A Tetanus
and Diphtheria (Td) vaccination campaign has been
launched to address the Diphtheria outbreak in the camps
and the settlements.
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