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Accused tlees

from cop
custody

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

An accused in a theft case
escaped from Sreemangal
Police Station on Tuesday.

The accused is Selim
Mia, 38, son of Md Arju
Mia of Shahibag residential
area in Sreemangal upazila
town.

Officer-in-Charge (OC)
Nazrul Islam said Selim
was arrested as a suspected
snatcher on Sunday night.
Selim fled from the police
station by jumping over the
wall while it was being
cleaned, he added.

The authorities closed
ASI Monika Sarkar and
Constable Sumon Deb for
negligence of duty, said
Mohammad Shahjalal,
Superintendent of Police.

Rooftop seedbeds a §

Khabir's innovative cultivation attracts farmers

AZIBOR RAHMAN with ANDREW EAGLE

College lecturer Khabir Uddin, who teaches
at the Shailakupa Women's College in
Jhenidah has a hidden talent: he is also a
capable farmer. Recently, inspired by the
upazila's sub-assistant agriculture officer
Tuhin Hossain, Khabir has started growing
seedlings on the rooftop of the five-storey
apartment building where he lives, an enter-
prise that has attracted the interest of local
farmers.

"I have sown twelve kilograms of paddy
in 120 trays that occupy about 700 square
feet of the rooftop,” Khabir explains. “I have
12 bighas of land where I plan to grow this
crop when the seedlings are ready. Having a
rooftop garden is very convenient. The
seedlings are easy to look after; even a stay-

at-home housewife could do it. They only
need to be watered thrice daily.”

"As the seedlings can be easily
uprooted,” he adds, “They can be planted
in the field by machine and within only
two days they will have settled and grow
normally there.”

"Rooftop seedling production is inex-
pensive,” says Tuhin Hossain. "It's a method
by which farmers can achieve bumper pro-
duction more easily. Equally, seedlings can
be grown on traysin ayard.”

Shailakupa Upazila Agriculture
Extension Officer Sanjoy Kumar Kundo
advises that trays for seedbeds are ideally
prepared with half an inch of soil along with
compost fertiliser. “Within twenty days the
seedlings should be around four inches
long and ready for transplanting, ” he says.

7

KIDS HONOURED FOR BRAVERY: Shihab and Titon, who saved a train from possible accident near Arani
rail gate in Bagha upazila of Rajshahi on Monday, receive floral reception along with crests at
Pakshey divisional office of Bangladesh Railway yesterday.

Kudos for two little heroes

Shihab and Titon had saved a train from disaster

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

lines was snapped.

The authorities of Bangladesh Railway (BR) yester-
day accorded a reception to the two little boys whose
presence of mind and bravery saved a freight train
from a possible accident on Monday.

The two boys, Shihab Hossain, 6, and Titon Islam,
7, both hailing from Jhina village in Rajshahi's Bagha
upazila, received formal award at the reception at the
Pakshey divisional office of BR of the railway's West
Zone in Pabna's Ishwardi in the afternoon.

Shihab and Titon were playing in their village

neighbourhood around 9:00am on Monday, when
they heard a strange noise as the Dhaka-bound
Silkcity Express went past Jhina rail gate. They
rushed to the spot and found that one side of the

Within minutes, they saw another Rajshahi-
bound train approaching and realised that this one
might not be as lucky as the last one.

office,”

The freight of 32 fuel oil tankers from Khulna slowed
down and stopped.

“The two kids have done a great job, saving a train
from a possible accident. And so, they were accorded
a reception from the railway's Pakshey divisional
said Ashim
regional manager (DRM) of BR's Pakshey Division.

As the two boys along with their family members
came to Pakshey divisional office yesterday after-
noon, the DRM gave a floral reception to them.

Speaking at the award giving programme, railway
officials and local elites said the unique act of brav-

ery and humanity by the two little kids would
inspire people to work for the betterment of the
society and nation.

Shihab and Titon shared their experience on the
occasion, Later they were given crests as token of
recognition of their heroic deed.

Meanwhile,
suspended officials Lablu Hossain and Moksed Ali of
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divisional

Kumar Talukder,

the railway authorities yesterday
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College teacher Khabir Uddin nurses his seedlings on the rnuftnp garden of the five-sturey building he lives at
Taminnagar village in Jhenidah's Shailakupa upazila. The photo was taken last week.
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Bid to kill B'baria

zila chairman
Five BCL leaders sued

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

Five Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL)
leaders have been sued on charge of
attempting to kill Brahmanbaria Zila
Parishad chairman and an activist.

The accused are BCL Brahmanbaria
Government College unit President
Shahadat Hossain Shuvon, Joint Secretary
Rabbi, former district convener Jahangir
Hossain, district Vice-President Zidni Islam
and Assistant Secretary Emon.

Jahirul Islam filed the case yesterday:.

Jahirul in his statement said the accused
tried to kill him on December 16 when he
was placing wreaths at a Liberation War
memorial. The accused swooped on Zila
Parishad Chairman Shafiqul Alam as he
came forward to save Jahirul.

For attending rival's
V-Day programme!

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

School authorities have banned coaching classes of three SSC examinees in
Nesarabad upazila for allegedly attending the Victory Day rally organised
by the rival of the school managing committee chairman on December 16.

They are Likhon Roy from humanities group, Sajeeb Roy and Sangram
Biswas from science group of Kuriyana Arjo Sommiloni High School.

The three students alleged that they went to attend a rally to pay tribute to
the martyrs of the Liberation War at their locality which angered SMC chair-
man Shekhor Kumer Sikder as they accompanied the rivals of the Chairman.

On December 17, Shekhor went to the school and got the three students
out from the coaching classes.

On Tuesday, they went to the school and the headmaster did not allow
them to attend the coaching classes, they alleged.

“Only for local political jealousy, the chairman has stopped our coach-
ing classes according to his will,” said an examinee.

About the matter, Headmaster Narayon Chandro Halder said the stu-
dents are very naughty and they are not regular in their studies.

Refuting the allegation, Shekhor said the three students are very naughty.
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Standing on the tracks, they started waving their warm
clothes on air, signalling the locomotive driver to stop.

Arani station under Pakshey Division for failing their
duties, said the DRM.
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Accused dies in jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

An accused in a murder case died in a jail in the district
yesterday:.

The deceased was Jakir Hossain Talukder, 54, son of late
Moklesh Talukder of Jeebga Saturia village in Kawkhali
upazila of the district. He was No 5 accused in Kawkhali

upazila unit Jubo League leader Enamul Haque murder case.
Jail Superintendent Shameem Igbal said Jakir fell sick

yesterday, and was immediately taken to Pirojpur Sadar

Hospital, where he died around 4:40am.
Quoting doctors, Shameem said Jakir died of cardiac arrest.
After post mortem, they handed Jakir's body over to his

family members, he added.
Jakir was sent to the jail on October 29,

Media has lost
credibility

Speakers tell Jessore meeting

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole
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Nowadays, media is no more credible to its readers like it
was in the past, speakers said at a view exchange meeting
yesterday:.

They said this while attending a meeting on “Protection
of victims and witnesses” at Jessore Press Club organised by
Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST).

Professor Dr Gitiara Nasreen of the Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism at Dhaka University was
present as the chief guest of the programme.

In her speech, Dr Gitiara said media has lost its credibil-
ity now, which is unexpected.

She said the media will have to overcome that by bring-
ing back its previous reliability.

Among others, Saraban Tahura Zaman, researcher and
chief coordinator, BLAST, Mahbuba Akhter, Mohammad
Ishaq, Abdus Shahid Lal, Humayun Kabir, Saifur Rahman,
Shikder Khalid, Razek Jahangir, Saiful Islam and Jewel

| Mridha also attended the programme.
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