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Most of the roads below flyovers in the capital now look like this. Even in the dry season, this road in Demra area beside the Mayor Hanif flyover in
Jatrabari remains submerged with sewage, causing damage to the bituminous surface of the road. As a result, accidents and damages to

Three to die
for Rajshahi

boy murder

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

A Rajshahi court yesterday
sentenced three persons to
death in a case filed for
killing a schoolboy after
abduction three years ago.

Majedur Rahman Sagar,
21, Nazmul Haque, 22,
Ripon Sarker, 24, of Berabari
village in Mohonpur upazila
were also fined Tk 20,000
each, said public prosecutor
Entajul Haque.

Besides, Sagar's mother
Asinur Begum, 42, was
sentenced to imprisonment
until death and was fined
Tk 10,000,

Senior District and
Sessions Judge Shirin
Kabita Akter of Speedy
Trial Tribunal delivered the
verdict.

The tribunal, however,
acquitted three other accused
-- Shahabuddin, 22, Aminul
Islam, 24, and Abul Kashem,
50 -- as they were not proven
guilty of the allegations
brought against them.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Fazle Hossain Rabbi,
10, a class III student in the
area, was kidnapped on
December 20, 2014.

Justice Wahhab inaugurates
sports complex for SC judges

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Justice Md Abdul Wahhab Miah, who is performing
functions of the chief justice, inaugurated a sports
complex for the Supreme Court judges at its Judges’
Corner in Sarak Bhaban area in the capital yesterday.

The judges have to run judicial functions sitting in
the courtroom for almost the entire day and therefore,
some of them become physically sick, he said.

He said the complex has been built so that the
judges can keep them fit through participating in
sporting activities.

Justice Wahhab also played a game of table tennis
with former chief justice Md Muzammel Hossain there.

Ensure sustainability of tourist
spots: Menon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

vehicles are rampant there. The photo of a bus stuck after falling in a large pothole hidden under stagnant water was taken on Monday. tatgiﬁﬁﬁf nmi;}ff :ﬂ; Nurul Islam passes away
severed his right arm CITY DESK

Bar executive magistrate
from judicial proceedings

Dhaka court asks divisional commissioner

over illegal dismissal of case
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A court yesterday directed Dhaka divisional commissioner
to bar Aysha Haq, an executive magistrate, from discharging
judicial proceedings for illegally dismissing a criminal case
last year.

Judge Abdur Rahman Shardar of the Speedy Trial
Tribunal-4 of Dhaka passed the order.

The judge set aside the dismissal order passed by the
executive magistrate on July 17 last year and directed to
dispose of the case by restarting its trial as early as possible in
accordance with law.

According to the case statement, on May 10 in 2012,
Alauddin Al Masum of Bhatara area filed the case with the
Executive Magistrate's Court of Dhaka against Anwar and
several others over a land dispute.

[n the case, the complainant, Alauddin, alleged that Anwar
and others forcibly tried to drive them out of their land.

After the hearing, the magistrate directed officer-in-
charge of Bhatara Police Station to submit a probe report on
the matter.

The report said Alauddin owned the disputed land and
Anwar and others tried to force them out of the land. The
magistrate then summoned Anwar and others to appear
before it and explain the court on the matter.

Anwar and others appeared before the court and submit-
ted a written statement against the probe report and
remained absent until the case was dismissed.

Later, Alauddin produced three witnesses to give deposi-
tions before the court.

Anwar and others still remained absent at the court.

But the magistrate dismissed the case illegally, stating in her
report that both the parties were absent. Later, the complain-
ant filed a criminal appeal with the Dhaka Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court against the dismissal order.

Ensure domestic fowls don't
mingle with guest birds

Experts tell workshop about resisting bird flue outbreak

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Domestic fowls must be isolated from
migratory birds to prevent outbreak of avian
influenza, commonly known as bird flu, as
the country is at risk of contracting the virus,
experts said.

Bangladesh is located within the central
Asian flyway of migratory birds and its
resourceful wetlands provide a better resting
place for them.

With the winter approaching, the migra-
tory birds start arriving in the country. There
is @ high chance that the domestic poultry
will come into contact with them, they said
at a workshop yesterday.

If the wild birds, carrying the virus with
them, meet the domestic fowls, the virus
might get transmitted to the country's poul-
try as well as humans, they added.

International Union for Conservation of
Nature (I[UCN) Bangladesh organised the
workshop at The Daily Star Centre in the
capital to disseminate findings of its project
conducted on bird flu transmission.

ILUCN Bangladesh in association with the
United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) conducted the three-year project
starting from February 2015 at five promi-
nent locations of migratory birds, including
Tanguar Haor and Hakaluki Haor, to iden-
tify the transmission routes.

The project's Principal Investigator ABM
Sarowar Alam said, “Migratory birds are

natural host of low pathogenic avian influ-
enza, which is not harmful for domestic
fowls and humans.”

But if the birds are infected with highly
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI), it may
cause a disaster, he said, adding that the
authorities concerned should carry out
appropriate surveillance on the migratory
birds.

He also said international trade of poul-
try and its products, pet and illegal wildlife

trading are other reasons for transmission of

the flu.

Prof Nitish C Debnath, a transboundary
diseases expert of Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), said the migratory
birds carry the virus, but they are not
responsible for the outbreak.

“Therefore, the birds must not be killed
as their role has significance to the nature.
Instead, measures should be taken to reduce
the birds' interaction with humans and
domestic fowls,” he added.

Mazharul Alam Akanda, director (pro-
duction) of the Department of Livestock
Services, urged people to stop propaganda
about the virus infection as many poultry
farmers suffered a heavy loss in the past due
to false information of the flu outbreak.

Ishtiag Uddin Ahmad, country represen-
tative of IUCN Bangladesh; Jahidul Kabir, a
conservator of forest department; and
Haseeb Mohammad Irfanullah, programme
coordinator of IUCN Bangladesh; also spoke.

before putting the body in
a jute sack and dumping it
in a drain in the village.

Two days later, the mur-
derers called Rabbi's father,
Ali Hossain, and demanded
a Tk 10 lakh ransom.

The criminals, however,
did not respond to Ali's
attempt of paying the ran-
som on December 24,

The same day, he filed
the case with Mohonpur
Police Station.

Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Rashed Khan Menon
yesterday urged all stakeholders to make people aware of
"responsible tourism" for ensuring sustainability of
tourist spots like Saint Martin's Island, Ratargul and
Bichanakandi.
"Along with promoting tourism, we have to make
people aware of responsible tourism for making our tourism
spots sustainable," he said while exchanging views with
different transport owners and other tourism service provid-
ers at Bangladesh Tourism Board in the capital.
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AFM Nurul Islam, former information
officer of United States Information
Service (USIS) and former consultant of
Uttara Bank Ltd, died from heart attack
and kidney failure in Banani of Dhaka
on Saturday, aged 89.

Nurul was also a member of Jatiya
Press Club, Dhaka, says a press release.

He left behind two sons, two daughters and a host
of well-wishers and relatives to mourn his death.

His family members request all to pray for the salva-
tion of the departed soul.
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Nuzhatul Kawnain, brand manager of SR Hospitality, and Mizanur Rahman, general
manager for finance and administration at The Daily Star, attend a deal signing

ceremony to launch a print circulation campaign, at The Daily Star Centre in the
capital yesterday.
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DHAKA FEELS THE CHILL

Winter is finally setting in. The capital sky has been gloomy even in the day time with dense fog for the last couple of
days. Clockwise from top, blankets being transported on a rickshaw near Saarc Fountain on Kazi Nazrul Islam

Avenue. A bank of fog over the same road. Several homeless people near the Central Shaheed Minar take a nap BIE : 3h-33-39 s /-
covering themselves with bed sheets in their effort to cope with the cold breeze. Cas TS CEIeT
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