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With 2017 nearly signing off, we cannot wait to
begin another year of procrastination, hours of
office days and dealing with life itself. For those of
us who strive for spiritual cleansing and positivity,
dealing with the idea of horoscopes, gemstones
and birth stones is a bliss because not all week-
ends are about bubble baths and facemasks!

In ancient times, astrology was used to
predict the fates of people, when and where
they would find luck, where should they look
for a spouse, when to get married, and even
predict when they would have children. It was
also used by the Chinese to know what was in
store for babies when they grew up.

Astrology was also used to determine the

character traits of children and their future.
Practitioners of astrology were respected and
honoured among the Chaldeans, Egyptians,
Greeks, Romans, and Arabs.
Years from then, astrology is still part of human
life and many people especially in Asia believe
in this art. Compatibilities in human beings are
based on the positions of the planets and stars
during a person's birth.

The art still holds charm and faith for many,
far beyond what may seem logical to others.
Some do partake in the practice simply for the
fun of it.

Another facet to the same belief system is
the use of gemstones to bring luck or ward off
evil. And for those of us sceptics, a little bling
never hurts. There are different birth stones for
different zodiac signs, selected according to
the traits of personality and characteristics
specific to people born under each.

For a guide to buying birth stones in Dhaka,
see Page 19
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Blue Zircon - Tanzanite- Turquoise

Since the Middle Ages, Blue Zircon has
been believed to aid in spiritual growth and
to promote wisdom. Those who wear blue
zircon, it is said, will find beauty and peace.

As a relatively new gemstone, Tanzanite
does not have any mythical or mysterious
powers associated with it. But what it lacks
in history, it compensates with beauty in its
deep blue and purple tones,

Turquoise attracts money, success and
love. Its powers include protection, healing,
courage, friendship, and luck. It relaxes the
mind, and eases mental tension.

DIAMOND FOR THE RAM

Aries (March 21 - April 20), the Ram is the
most hard-headed animal in the zodiac
and represents a tendency to move on to
bigger and better things. They believe in
change and planning for something
better than
expected. If you are L .3 sk
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diamond would
provide clarity as
you make your way
forward without
necessarily looking back. After all, you
have bunch of essays to submit, work to
handle for the next whole year!

The masl covaled gamatons o date, diamonds
are a symbol of eternal love. They'ne thought
o provide thosa who waar them with batter
relatianahips, balance, clarily, abundanca, and
an ingreasa in Inner strength.

RUBY FOR THE CRABS

Cancer (June 22 - July 22) are the ones
dwelling in the sea and on the land to
only experience best of the both world.
Save for only the
diamond among

precious stones, the
ruby is the hardest
gem. Like the crab
that signifies
Cancer, its hard
exterior protects an
inner beauty that
exists nowhere else.
When the crab wears a ruby, a protection
of their feelings occurs, allowing you to be
yourself. A sense of roots, kindness and
friendly vibe can always flicker the day!

A ruby provides strenglh, vigor, and nabilily,
halping protect its wearnar from the ewvils of
ihe world. It signifies kowe and passion whila
attracting good luck.

OPAL FOR BALANCE
Libra (September 24 - October 23) is
known to have the symbol of scales and it
is said that Libras tend to balance out
their life pretty well with the decisions
they make..They Oc&ﬁm‘ﬁhﬁﬁaﬁw
are romantic, loyal —— =
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difficult. If you are a Libra, then opal is
that one for you. This mystical stone has
the ability to absorb bad energy from
those around you.

GARNET FOR THE GOATIES

The Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
are the most determined of the entire
zodiac. The most prominent qualities of
the Goats, as they are called, are that they
are ambitious, conservative, determined,
practical and help-
ful. The status-
conscious
Capricorn will enjoy
donning the garnet
— this stone has
mystical tendencies
to open the doors
of success that are
otherwise locked. Just as the Goat modi-
fies his or her behaviour to get ahead,
garnets look different under changing
light sources.

-Garnet-

hMost commonty known as red, Garmet comes in
all ealours ecept blue, They are known 1o stop
hemorrhaging, cure inflammatory disesses and
manage anger, Gamats symbalize fidelity,
loyalty, sincerly, gprace and faith.

EMERALD FORTHE BRAVE BULL
Taurus (April 21 - May 21), is known for
being practical, brave and reliable. Pride
is never the option, but prejudice may
reside in their hearts.Emerald is their
badge of honour. The green hues of the
emerald were said
to have the dew-
drops left by the
barefoot goddess,
Venus. When the
Bull wears an emer-
ald, their natural
sensitivity will mix
better with their
deep selectivity because they are at their

best when their passions have stan-
dards.

May Birthstone

Emerald

Thought bo improve meamory, faith, and inluilion,
amearalds are a symbaol for constancy and trua
alfection. Some cullures baleve tham o grant

thedr owner foresight, good fortune and youth,
Th name amerald is derived from the Greek

wiord “Emaragdue’ maaning ‘green’.

PERIDOT FOR THE FIERCE

Leo (July 23 — August 22) is known to be
generous yet fiercely wild. They are calm
and focused when things get serious in
their lives but they
also know how to
have a good time.
Legend has it that
Cleopatra lost her
peridot amulet on a
journey home, only
to arrive and dis-
cover that her lover,
Mark Antony, had
betrayed her. Wearing the gorgeous olive-
colouredperidot will shield the inner lion
in you from having the natural order
disrupted.

August B intfsteue

Peridot

Symbalizing dignity, fame, and prosperity.
Peridots have baen used in jewellery through
the ages to achieve peace and success, and to
atiract love and good forlune. Hawaiians believe
the traces of paridot found in volcanic ash are
the tears of the volcano goddesa, Pale.

TOPAZ/CITRINE FORTHE

SCORPIOS

Scorpio (October 24-November 21) is
known for their calm and cool behaviour.
Their appearance
is rather mysteri-
ous. They are the
Snape of the horo-
scope
world.Orange, the
topaz gemstone,
when ensconced
in jewellery, the
more relaxed their
friendships will be. The Scorpion has a
troubled time maintaining relationships.
Wearing a topaz or citrine pulls out the
fog of misunderstandings.
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The first uses of citdne in jmwelbany can be dated back o
the Hidlanistic Age (323280 Bo) in Greecs. A1 one lime il was
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carmed i a5 prebection againgl plagues, sptdamics.
as well as venomaous sraics and replle bies.

AMETHYST FORTHE WATER-

BEARER

Aquarius (January 21- February 19) per-
sonality is independent, mysterious, free-
spirited and eccentric. They have a
unique sense of humour and a practical
outlook on
life.Ancient legend
has the god of
wine, Dionysus,
cried tears of wine
over a woman who
would not submit
to his debauchery.
These purple crys-
tals, amethysts, will keep Aquarius level-
headed when worn in jewellery. The
stone's name literally means, "Avoiding
drunkenness."

-Amethyst-

It has kong bean said thal the Amethyst can
guard against dnunkiness and has a sobaring
effect for those excited by passion and love.
it symbolizes paace, proteciion, tranquility,
and sincerily.
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PEARLS FORTHE TWINS

Gemini (May 22 - June 21), the quirky yet
kind is the loud introvert in the horoscope
clan. The twins cannot get enough of
adventuring the world! Forged from a
speck of irritating sand in an oyster, the
ancients long ago

realized the duality

of the pearl Sl
matched that of the ~

Gemini. Qut of a 5 /
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and status for thousands of years; the oldest writien
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sphere of pure
beauty. When the
twin wears pearls, an ease at being two
people in one fills them with a sense of
calm.

SAPPHIRE FORTHE SHY

Virgo (August 23 - September 23) is often
considered a shy, “lady in waiting” person-
ality that is a little naive. Though Virgos are
seldom celibate, they often keep their
personal identity
intact throughout
their lives.This
composure is vir-
ginal in nature.The
deep blue of the
Sapphire protects
any Virgo who
should wear it. This
stone is impervious to damage - and you
will be too. The intense energy of this
gemstone sharpens your mind for details
with an eye for beauty.
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I anceent Gresce, royals wers corrdnced et blue sapphines
projecied thair owners. from ey and ham. Curing S Middle
Ages, people thought the gem aliracted hesventy blessings.
Others instiled sapphines with the powes 10-guand chastity,
makes peace between enomies, infuence spinls, and eseal the
seocets of orackes.

TURQUOISE FOR

THE ARCHER

Sagittarius (November 22 - December
21) are known forbeing truth-seekers,
and the best way for them to do thisis to
hit the road, talk to others and get some
answers. Knowledge is key to these folks,
since it fuels their broad-minded
approach to life. This is one of the most
brittle of all gemstones, so Sagittarians
are advised to have many pieces of tur-
quoise jewellery to choose from.The
infamous optimism of the Archer is
strengthened, and you can get what you
want when you wear this stone known
to withstand even volcanic tempera-
tures.

AQUAMARINE FOR THE MERMAIDS

Pisces (February 20 — March 20) are very
friendly, so they often find themselves in a
company of very different people. Pisces
are selfless, they are always willing to help
others, without hoping to get anything
back.We now know
that this blue stone r“lj_ )y Uit
is related to the ‘Aquamarine-
emerald, but fﬁ“:
ancient legend has e
it that the sky was 4
once solid and
these gems are the
remnants. Pisces
needs solid nature to hold on to. The
soothing "solid reality" powers of the
aguamarine gem make this piece of the
sky the perfect accessory to affirm and
display your good looks.

A symibol of honesty, loyaity, and beauty. The
aguamaring is supposed (o offer protection from
evil and is also said to bring kowe and affection
back inko & Tailing relationship.



