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Serenading the sublime souls of the nation

India-Bangladesh Friendship Park opens

ZAHANGIR ALOM, back from Tripura

The people of India extended their
all-out support to the Liberation War
of Bangladesh. Freedom fighters of
our country and Indian soldiers
fought together to free the country
from Pakistani occupational forces.
The neighbouring Indian states of
West Bengal, Tripura, Assam and
Meghalaya were the greatest support
providers as they bore the burden of
ten million refugees pouring across
their borders.

While Kolkata served as the politi-
cal heart of our liberation struggle,
Agartala and several other locations
in Tripura alongside the interna-
tional border served as the military
hubs of our war end in 1971.

sheltered around 1.6 million people,
a number exceeding the then popula-
tion of the state.

Bharat-Bangladesh Maitree Udyan
(India-Bangladesh Friendship Park)
in Chottakhola was one of the base
camps of Bangladeshi Freedom
Fighters from where they launched
guerrilla warfare against the Pakistani
army in Chittagong, Comilla and
greater Noakhali.

Located near the international
border, the Maitree Udyan is a park
built at Chottakhola as a tribute to
Indian soldiers and Bangladeshi
Freedom Fighters who sacrificed
their lives during the Liberation War.
A war museum, hillocks, verdant
valleys, lakes, plants, sculptures,

of hi Freedom

Most of the operations carried out in
Dhaka city emanated from Tripura.

More importantly, the Agartala Case
instituted against

Fighters with various other elements,

this is not just a park but much more

than that.
Ch

khola, 130 kilometres from

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had created
a very special linkage between
Bangladesh and Tripura.

The memorial park was a long
cherished demand of Tripura people
as they were actively involved in the
Liberation War. They provided all-
out support to Freedom Fighters and

Tripura's capital Agartala, had func-
tioned as one of the 11 warfront-
camps in Tripura in 1971. The then
Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni laid the foundation stone of
the park on 11 November 2010.

The beautiful location comprises
of seven hillocks partly separated by

a natural lake over 20 hectares of
land. It saw intense activities during
the Liberation War and still bears its
memorabilia in the form of rem-
nants of a number of bunkers and
trenches built on it in 1971,

A training camp of the Freedom
Fighters was located on the site and
people around say that two Freedom
Fighters were laid to eternal rest here,
though the exact locations of their
graves are yet to be traced. Parts of
the hillocks were also used as a refu-
gee camp. Awami League leader and
amember of the then Provincial
Assembly (MPA) from Noakhali,
Khaja Ahmed, founded the training
camp at Chottakhola in 1971. People
of the locality remember him fondly.
They also remember student leader
of the time, A. S. M. Abdur Rob, and
noted Left leader Rashed Khan
Menon, who had been to that site
during the Liberation War.

The park includes an elaborate
garden, museum, children's park and

National Dance-Drama Festival
begins today

A CORRESPONDENT

To mark the month of Victory,
Bangladesh Nrityashilpi Shangstha
(BNS) is organising a five-day dance
drama festival in the capital in collabo-
ration with Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy (BSA). The third edition of
the National Dance-Drama Festival
will be inaugurated by Cultural Affairs
Minister Asaduzzaman Noor at BSA's
National Theatre Hall today.

After the initial five days, the festival
will continue across various districts
around Bangladesh, where stage pro-
ductions carrying the theme of the
Liberation War, Bangladeshi folklore,
as well as adaptations of Rabindranath
Tagore's works will be performed.

“Through this initiative, we would
like to celebrate and highlight our
nation's traditions through song and
dance, and hope to instill an awaken-
ing among our generation'’s youth

towards the arts. This is why we have
ensured the festival reaches regions
scattered across Bangladesh,” stated
Mahfuzur Rahman, General Secretary
of BNS.

Varun, Alia deny signing any
Johar's “Shiddat”

Karan

Bollywood actors Varun Dhawan and
Alia Bhatt say that they have “no idea”
about Karan Johar's upcoming project
“Shiddat”. Post “Ae Dil Hai Mushkil”,
Karan has been trying to make another
magnum opus titled “Shiddat” and
according to reports, he has apparently
brought Varun Dhawan, Alia Bhatt,
Aditya Roy Kapur, Sanjay Dutt and
Sridevi onboard for the film.

However, both Alia and Varun
denied the reports saying they have no
idea of any such film. “Which movie?
Who told you that? We don't know any
such movie exists,” said Varun when
asked about the film on the sidelines of
Nickelodeon Kids Choice Awards 2017
in Mumbai on Friday.

Alia Bhatt, who has worked with
Varun in “Student of The Year”,
“Humpty Sharma Ki Dulhania” and
“Badrinath Ki Dulhania”, added, “Who
told you that? I don't know about such
movie.”

It is being said that Varun and Aditya
will be seen playing brothers with a
tense relationship. Meanwhile, Sanjay
Dutt and Sridevi will be portraying the
characters of their parents. The film is
set in India-Pakistan partition period,
and is written by Gulab Gullati and

Abhishek Varman.

Varun and Alia's debut movie “Stu-
dent of the Year” completed five years
and Varun believes that Alia has
received more critical acclaim since
then. “When our first film 'Student of
the Year' got released, at that time, we
didn't receive critical acclaim but after
that Alia received so much critical

acclaim and I received love from com-
mon audience and kids,” said Varun.
On the work front, he is busy wrap-
ping Shoojit Sircar's “October” and
Yash Raj Banner's “Sui Dhaaga”. Alia

has her schedule filled with “Raazi”,
“Gully Boy” and “Brahmastra”.

helipad, and is connected to the
neighbouring handicraft producing
village with another wooden bridge.
Accommodations with modern facil-
ities, with village-home decoration,
have been situated across the road
running by the side of the site. A
chestnut garden flanks the other side
of the park.

‘With Chottakhola being a part of
the reserve forest area, the Ministry of
Forest in Tripura has implemented
the project as an eco-park. It is situ-
ated within the Trishna Wild Animal
Sanctuary and is well-known for the
bison that it shelters. The ministry
developed a 3 kilometre trail, starting
from the memorial park, going
through the forests -- with camping
arrangements in between -- and
ending in a recently excavated
mosque from Mughul times situated
on top of another hill.

The government of Tripura organ-
solidarity fair and festival on
te every year -- beginning on
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November 6, the date of Babri
Mosque demolition -- to express
solidarity with religious minorities of
the country and highlight secularism
as a cardinal state policy. The Tripura
government has planned to develop
the area so that visitors can spend a
day or two in the area and get a
glimpse of the historical ties and
friendship between two neighbour-
ing countries as well as the natural
beauty.

A museum exhibiting arms and
ammunition, war materials, rare
photographs, newspapers and war-
time literature would also be set up
in the area, which has already turned
into a memorial and ecological con-
servation zone.

Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Sarkar inaugurated the memorial and
park in the presence of Indian and
Bangladeshi artists, intellectuals and
freedom fighters on December 16,
the Victory Day of Bangladesh.

Statues of the then Prime Minister

Indira Gandhi and the founder of
Bangladesh, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, have also been
erected in the park.

Renowned artists from Tripura
and Bangladesh are part of the pro-
ject with their creations -- from stat-
ues to paintings -- that added to the
memorial's attraction.

Political analyst and writer
Gautam Das, a close observer of the
Liberation War, told The Daily Star:
“Over 160,000 displaced people
from the then East Pakistan had
taken shelter in Tripura during the
War of Liberation. Our state had
many camps in four sectors from
where the Freedom Fighters fought
the Pakistani forces in the nine-
month-long war. Even after 46 years,
the people of Tripura understand the
need to celebrate the indomitable
spirit of the Freedom Fighters and
Indian soldiers who fought shoulder
to shoulder to liberate an oppressed
land. The memorial and the park will
certainly ensure that the nine-
month-long bloody war is never
forgotten.”

The Department of Forest is build-
ing the park in memory of those
sacrificed their lives to liberate
Bangladesh. The lush green park is
spread in 20 hectares of land with
seven hillocks and a serpentine lake
is being dug up on their feet. A 52-
feet high tower was also built in the
park from where parts of Noakhali
and Feni districts of Bangladesh are
seen.

The government of Tripura sought
collaboration from Bangladesh in
designing the park and invited emi-
nent artist Hashem Khan, architect
Mobassir Hossain, historian
Professor Muntasir Mamun and
historian Professor Mesbah Kamal to
that end.

The memorial park would help
successive generations of Bangladesh
learn the history of their hard won
independence and how the two
friendly neighbours joined forces to
bring about the country's liberation.
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Chhayanaut held a vibrant cultural programme featuring songs, dance and recitation marking the
Victory Day of Bangladesh, December 16. The event, held at the Dhaka University Central
Playground, also saw students of various educational institutes join voices with Chhayanaut

artistes in the chorus songs, as well as people from all walks of li

The planning ministry of the government organised a mesmeri;
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ing 'water projection' show

on Victory Day (December 16) at the capltal‘s Hatirjheel, showing visuals of the glorious

Liberation War and the

show

projects. A fi

and a cultural programme were also part of the event, sponsored by Max Group and man-

aged by One More Zero.
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