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AKM Shaheed Reza,
chairman of Mercantile
Bank, opens the bank's
123rd branch on
Tejgaon-Guishan Link
Road in Dhaka on
Thursday.

MERCANTILE BANK

False paradise? EU 1s no haven
of net neutrality, say critics

REUTERS, Lishon/Milan

America's decision to scrap rules
designed to ensure a free and open
internet leaves the European Uumn
as the biggest market where net
neutrality still prevails -- but critics
say the EU is not a level playing field.

Consumer rights groups com-
plain that EU regulations are being
interpreted in ways that allow
telecom firms and internet provid-
ers to offer discriminatory access to
applications ranging from social
media to music and video stream-
ing.

“In practice, providers are
allowed to use their position as
gate-keepers to favour certain ser-
vices, which is detrimental to con-
sumers, competition and innova-
tion as far as new, smaller players
are concerned,” said Eduardo
Santos, director of the D3
Association for the Defense of
Digital Rights in Portugal.

“The law is lax on that, which is
wrong, " he said.

At the heart of the issue is a prac-
tice whereby network operators
charge nothing for data trafficon a
popular app or a pool of apps in

order to attract more clients.

This preferential pricing strategy,
called “zero rating”, is being toler-
ated to an extent by European net
neutrality rules.

In Portugal, the practice grabbed
international attention when US
House representative Ro Khanna,
campaigning against the removal
of net neutrality in the United
States, portrayed it as a country
without a level playing field.

Khanna tweeted that Portuguese
internet providers were “starting to
split the net into packages” and
cited offers advertised by local

telecoms provider MEQ, a unit of
Dutch-listed Altice.

Aside from standard zero-rating
pricing, some of MEO's mobile
phone packages adopt two-tiered
pricing which critics see as an even
bigger departure from net neutral-
ity than zero rating.

In addition to a basic package, it
offers more attractively priced add-
on packages tied to groups of the
most popular apps.

For example, its “Social” package
lists eight apps including Facebook,
[nstagram and Twitter. Apps not
listed are only available at the more

expensive, basic data-usage rates.

MEQ says it “complies with the
EU rules on net neutrality and there
1s no market distortion caused by
its offers”.

It denies any preferential treat-
ment, saying that the apps tied to its
packages only reflect consumer
preferences and that other app
providers should contact MEO if
they want to be included.

Nevertheless, experts and regula-
tors say it is an exaggeration to
describe the EU situation as “no net
neutrality”. EU rules still ban opera-
tors from blocking access to apps,
which is what backers of net neu-
trality fear will now happen after
the US regulator's decision on
Thursday to repeal the rules there.

However, Carlos Martins, a soft-
ware programmer and blogger in
Portugal, said MEQ's offers repre-
sented a threat to fragment the
internet. He likened it to the broad-
casting industry, where content is split
up into separate pay-1V channels.

"“Unfortunately the tendency is
for providers and telecoms to test
the limits of the rules more and
more, s0 the concern is that such
offers will spread,” Martins said.

In Italy, mobile operator Wind
Tre was banned this year from
offering its own music app in a
zero-rating plan, meaning the app's
usage did not count toward the
plan's data cap. Once the cap was
reached, the app could keep func-
tioning while “general traffic”
would slow down until more data
was purchased.

Wind Tre did not comment for
this story.

In making its decision, Italian
regulator AGCOM cited the EU's
net neutrality policy, adopted in
April last year, which states “provid-
ers of internet access services shall
treat all traffic equally, when pro-
viding internet access services,
without discrimination, restriction
orinterference”,

The policy is interpreted by
national regulators which may have
different views on the issue of zero-
rating, said Marco Pierani, a
spokesman for Italian consumer
group Altroconsumo.

“There are cases that can be
interpreted differently depending
on the country, which is absurd
given that we should be a single
digital market,” he said.
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GREEN DELTA
MA Mannan, state minister for finance; Md Shafiqur Rahman Patwary, chairman of
Insurance Development and Regulatory Authority Bangladesh, and Farzana
Chowdhury, CEO of Green Delta Insurance Company Ltd, attend a programme at
Chitalmari in Bagerhat where the insurer settled a claim of 1,000 farmers.

Unilever selling magarines for
6.8b euros to US giant KKR

statement.

After spurning a takeover by US rival
Kraft Heinz earlier this year, Unilever
announced in April it would spin-off its
margarines, which include such brands as
Flora, Blue Band and Rama, as part of a
restructuring plan.

Unilever chief executive Pol Polman said
Friday's announcement "marks a further
step in reshaping and sharpening our port-
folio for long term growth."

AFP, The Hague

Anglo-Dutch food and consumer giant
Unilever said Friday it had reached a 6.8-
billion-euro ($8-billion) deal with US
private equity giant KKR to sell its marga-
rines business.

Unilever "has received a binding offer
from KKR to purchase its global spreads
business for 6.825 billion euros on a cash-
free, debt-free basis," the company said in a
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QUASEM DRYCELLS
Anwarul Islam, chairman of Quasem Drycells Ltd, presides over the company's 36th
annual general meeting in Dhaka on Thursday. The company declared 18 percent
stock dividend for 2016-17. Tasvir Ul Islam, CEO, was present.
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Britain looking at
distinct trade deal with
EU: finance minister

REUTERS, Beijing

British Finance Minister Philip Hammond said on
Saturday it is likely Britain will want to negotiate a
bespoke arrangement for a future trade deal with the
European Union, rather than copying existing
arrangements like the Canada-EU deal.

The European Union agreed on Friday to move
Brexit talks onto trade and a transition pact but some
leaders cautioned that the final year of divorce negoti-
ations before Britain's exit could be fraught with peril.

Summit chair Donald Tusk said the world's biggest
trading bloc would begin “exploratory contacts” with
Britain on what London wants in a future trade rela-
tionship, as well as starting discussion on the immedi-
ate post-Brexit transition.

Speaking in Beijing, Hammond said it was proba-
bly not helpful to think in terms of off-the-shelf mod-
els like the Canada-EU deal.

“We have a level of trade and commercial integra-
tion with the EU 27 which is unlike the situation of
any trade partner that the EU has ever done a trade deal
with before,” he told reporters.

"And therefore it is likely that we will want to nego-
tiate specific arrangements, bespoke arrangements,”
Hammond added.

“So I expect that we will develop something that is
neither the Canada model nor an EEA model, but
something which draws on the strength of our existing
relationship.”

Ryanair pilots suspend
strike as airline offers
union recognition

AFP, London

Ryanair pilots in Italy suspended unique strike action
due Friday after the no-frills Irish airline offered to
recognise unions for the first time.

The Associazione Nazionale Professionale
Aviazione Civile (ANPAC) called Ryanair's move "a
very important first step”, resulting in ANPAC suspend-
ing a first walk-out by Ryanair pilots that had been
planned for between 1200 and 1600 GMT.

A simultaneous stoppage by Italian air traffic con-
trol, alongside a day-long strike at struggling Alitalia,
was still set to go ahead.

Earlier Friday, Ryanair offered to recognise unions in
a bid to halt a series of planned strikes by Europe-wide
pilots working for the carrier ahead of New Year.

"Christmas flights are very important to our customs-
ers and we wish to remove any worry or concern that they
may be disrupted by pilot industrial action,” Ryanair
chief executive Michael O'Leary said in a statement
announcing a conditional offer to recognise pilot unions
in Britain, Germany, Italy, Spain and Portugal.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Health Services Division
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka

Inwtatlon for Tender

Ministry/Division

Health Services Division, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.

Agency

Health Services Division, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.

Procuring entity name

Health Services Division, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.

Procuring entity code

Not used at present.

Dhaka.
Invitation for Tender.
Invitation Ref. No. 45.138.078.00.00.031.2017-1322
Date 14-12-2017.

-
2
3
4
9 | Procuring entity district
6
7
8
K

EY INFORMATION
9 Procurement method Open tendering method (OTM) local.
FUNDING INFORMATION
10 | Budge and source of funds Revenue/GOB.
11 | Development partner (if applicable) Not applicable.
PARTICULAR INFORMATION
12 | Project/programme code (if Not applicable.
applicable)
13 | Project/programme name (if Not applicable.
applicable)

14 | Tender package No.

Tender for (1) Stationery (2) Toner of Printer,
Photocopy, Fax Machine.

15 | Tender package name

Package (1) Stationery, Package (2) Toner of Printer,
Photocopier, Fax Machine & Package.

16 | Invitation for tender Ref. No.

45.138.078.00.00.031.2017-1322

17 | Tender publication date

14-12-2017.

. — ——— ——— ——————— T ——T— ——

18 | Tender last selling date

03-01-2018.

19 | Tender closing date and time 07-01-2018, 01.00pm.

20 | Tender opening date and time 07-01-2018, 02.30pm.

21 | Name & address of the office(s) Address(s)
-Selling  tender  document Deputy Secretary, Administration-2, Health Services
(principal) Division, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Room #

220, Building # 3, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka-1000.

-Selling  tender  document -do-.
(others)
-Receiving tender document -do-,
-Opening tender document -do-.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

22 | Eligibility of tenderer

The tenderer shall have at least 2 years relevant experience
with (1) trade licence.

(2) TIN certificate of least validity financial year 2016-2017.
Income Tax Certificate (3) VAT registration certificate.

(4) Bank solvency certificate.

(5) Undertaking of not being blacklisted in any govt/
autonomous department.

23 | Brief description of goods

Package (1) Stationery, Package (2) Toner of Printer,
Photocopy, Fax Machine & Package.

| 24 | Brief description of related
service

Related services.

25 | Tender document price for
each package

Tk 500.00

26 | Tender security

Package-1 = 30,000/- Package-2 = 20,000.

[ PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

27 | Name of official inviting tender

A. Z. M. Sharzil Hassan.

28 | Designation of official inviting tender

Deputy Secretary,

29 | Address of official inviting tender

Room # 220, Building # 3, Bangladesh
Secretariat, Dhaka.

30 | Contact details of official inviting tender

+88-02-9540721

31 | The procuring entity reserves the right tn accept or reject all tenders or annul the tender

proceedings.
A.Z. M. Sharzil Hassan
Deputy Secretary
Health Services Division
GD-2740 Ministry of Health & Family Welfare




