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Potato farming sees fall in Barind

Unfavourable weather, low price frustrate growers

Farmers plant potato seeds at a field of Borail Beel in Mohonpur

upazila of Rajshahi.

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

Nakoiler Beel looks different this
potato growing season.

In usual situation, the vast water
body would dry up by this time of
December and potato growers
would complete sowing the winter
crop in the low lying area beside
Rajshahi-Naogaon highway in
Mohonpurupazila of Rajshahi.

[nstead, huge croplands of the
beel still remain under water in the
east.

On west along the highway, a
newly built brick kiln occupies
another major portion of
croplands.

Potato growers, however, find
narrow lands in the middle for the
cultivation.

Sitting at a corner of the margin
between the brick kiln and
croplands, Arajullah was mixing
red and white fertilisers for his
potato lands.

‘I gave four bighas of lands to
the brick field reducing my potato
farming lands to seven from eleven
bighas last year. Brick field offers
sure money,” said Arajullah, who
leased out his lands to a brick field
at Tk 20,000 per bigha.

Agricultural experts said, the
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potato cultivation is likely to wit-
ness a remarkable fall in growing
region of the Barind due to unfa-
vourable weather, bad soil condi-
tions, and frustration among
farmers over the price fall.

In November, Department of
Agricultural Extension (DAE)
aimed potato cultivation on
68,000 hectares lands in four
Barind districts of Rajshahi,
Chapainawabganj, Naogaon and
Natore while the last year's target
area was 70,000 hectares in the
districts.

This month when the farmers
have only a few days for sowing
potatoes, the department recorded
46 percent achievement of the
target, said Joynal Abedin, acting
assistant director of Rajshahi
regional DAE.

“The potato cultivation target
may not be achieved this year,”
said Abedin, adding that the
December rains aggravated the
situation.

"Small farmers in large number
are avoiding potato cultivation,”
saild Deb Dulal Dhali, deputy
director of Rajshahi district DAE.

Normally the potato cultivation
begins in early November.

But this season, the cultivation
started in early December as
croplands remained wet following
rainfall in October, said farmers
and the experts.

The farmers who would culti-
vate Boro paddy are also avoiding
the delayed cultivation of potatoes.

Finding no buyers, many grow-
ers are selling out the potatoes for
consumption that they preserved
for using as seeds, said the experts
and cold storage owners.

Moreover, the potato prices
have fallen below Tk 6 per kg when
its production cost is above Tk 10,
growers and traders said.

The condition of those who
stored potatoes in cold storages is
worse as they are counting addi-
tional costs for rents.

“Last year's potatoes were a
complete loss,” said commercial
grower Abdur Razzak of Tanore
upazila. He stored 57,000 sacks in
storages.

He said a sack of 85kg potato
now sells at Tk 500, already Tk 350
below the production cost and
cold storage rent for a sack is Tk
365.

Cold storage owners are also
suffering due to price fall, said Abu
Bakkar Ali, president of cold stor-

age owners association 1in
Rajshahi.

“Growers can't get prices, how
will they pay us?” he said. The store
owners are putting pressure on the
farmers to empty the storages
before next production,” he said.

Saber Ali of Borail village in
Mohonpur has also reduced his
potato cultivation area. But unlike
many others, he did not lease out
his lands to any brick kiln.

Out of eight bighas where he
cultivated potatoes last year, he
keeps three bighas for potatoes,
and sowed mustard on four bighas.
Rest of his lands is still under water.
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misdialing a call to a relative using an
Indian mobile phone number, got
connected with Sumitra Roy's phone.

[t was perhaps love at the first “hello”.

They started talking to each other
over phone and a love affair blossomed.

On December 12, Antor crossed the
border to meet his “fiance”. But on the
very first day that he met her, he was
caught by the police and sent the boy to
jail on charges of illegally trespassing
into India.

Sadar thana police in Jalpaiguri
district arrested Antor on December 12,
said local police officer Bisweshar
Biswas.

The Bangladeshi teenager was pro-
duced before a court and the judge
sentenced him to 14 days in jail.

Antor Singh told police that he fell in
love with the Indian girl since they first
spoke and that they had been continu-
ing their affair since then. However, he
had never previously gotten to see her.

The college girl hails from Dodalia
Patkata village under Sadar Block of
Jalpaiguri district in West Bengal.

Two days back, she asked Antor over
phone to come to her house.
Responding to the request, he went
across the border to see her.

Unfortunately, local people caught
him and handed him over to police.

During interrogation, Antor said he
had gone to India several times earlier.
But this time, he crossed the border to
finally marry the girl of his dreams and
start a family. He even took work as an
assistant to a plumber in Jalpaiguri.

Antor Singh told police that as his
house was very close to the Indian border,
he could easily use his mobile phone
connected through an Indian network.

However, Sumitra Roy did not make
any comments in this regard. Her family
could not be reached either.

A local resident, Babul Biswas, said a
girl of their area cannot be married to a
Bangladeshi boy who entered India
without valid Indian documents.
Considering the girl's future, local peo-
ple handed Antor over to police, he

added.

262 journos
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The CPJ said governments used the broad
and vaguely worded terror laws to intimi-
date critical journalists into silence.

“Far from isolating repressive countries for
their authoritarian behaviour, the United
States, in particular, has cozied up to strong-
men such as Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and Chinese President Xi Jinping. At
the same time, President Donald Trump's
nationalistic rhetoric, fixation on Islamic
extremism, and insistence on labelling criti-
cal media 'fake news' serves to reinforce the
framework of accusations and legal charges
that allow such leaders to preside over the
jailing of journalists,” it read.

Of the total imprisoned journalists, 22 (8
percent) are female while freelancers account
for 75 cases (29 percent), mentions the
report.

It says despite releasing some journalists
this year, Turkey remains the world's worst
jailer for the second consecutive year.
Turkey incarcerated 73 journalists, com-
pared of 81 last year.

"Dozens more still face trial, and fresh
arrests take place regularly, " the report said.

In China, the CPJ discovered that the
number of journalists behind bars rose to 41

from 38 from a year earlier. On a visit to
Beijing in November, Trump made no pub-
lic reference to human rights, despite an
ongoing crackdown that has led to the
arrests of Chinese journalists, activists, and
lawyers, the report said.

[t revealed that the number of impris-
oned journalists in Egypt dropped to 20
from 25 of last year but more than half of
them were in poor health.

Among them is photographer Mahmoud
Abou Zeid, known as Shawkan, who was
arrested while covering a violent dispersal of
protesters by Egyptian security forces and
has been in pretrial detention for more than
four years.

He and his 738 co-accused are charged
with possessing weapons, illegal assembly,
attempted murder, and murder, according
to the CPJ] report.

The CPJ] said 35 journalists had been
jailed across the world without any publicly
disclosed charge.

"Lack of due process in some countries
results in such a dearth of information that
it's nearly impossible for the CPJ to deter-
mine what landed a journalist in jail,
whether they have any health problems, and
sometimes even whether they are alive.”

Abuse of power
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However, the bench of Justice Quazi Reza-Ul
Hoque and Justice Mohammad Ullah
exempted the duo (Murshidul and
Nuruzzaman) from the rule it issued on the
legality of their actions after they offered uncon-
ditional apology appearing before the judges.

The judges also disposed of the rule.

The HC observed mobile courts must be
run in accordance to the relevant laws.

The HC also expressed hope that the
conduct and patience of such a person as
Salah Uddin Sharif will be more contained
in future given he is an educated person and
a retired government official.

Salah Uddin appeared before the HC
bench as per its December 5 order.

Following a writ petition, the HC on
December 5 summoned ADC Murshidul

and Executive Magistrate Nuruzzaman to
appear before it yesterday (December 13)
and asked them to explain their roles in
connection with the incident of punishing
Salah Uddin through mobile court.

The HC also issued a rule asking the
authorities concerned to explain why the
action of the executive magistrate "abusing
the process of the mobile court for personal
erudge as evident from news published in
The Daily Star" should not be declared illegal.

The court came up with the order and
rule following a writ petition filed by two
Supreme Court lawyers seeking necessary
order based on a news report published in
The Daily Star on November 5.

The same day, ADC Murshidul was made
an officer on special duty and attached to
the public administration ministry.

For love of the country, for love of art
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'horrifying and devilish' scenes from
such

1971; but Aziz is confident

themes have value in increasing the
awareness among his students about

the realities of war.

The foundation's classes, held of a
Friday and without tuition fees, are
popular with students and caregivers
alike. "My son Abid Hasan studies
there,” his mother Ratna Begum says.
"He's really enthusiastic about his art

income earned from the fifteen bighas
of land Aziz inherited, with kind dona-

tions also contributing,

€05,

teer happily.”

Alongside Aziz, there are six other
teachers, senior novice painters who
still study under Aziz and graciously
donate their time to double as teach-

“It's an immense pleasure to teach
the students,” says one of the novice
artists, Rabiul Islam. "All of us volun-

ing International Mother
Day,
Baishakh and Victory Day.

Independence Day,

Students from many nearby institu-
tions along with the general public like
to gather there on such occasions, in
particular because the foundation is
one of the few institutions in the area
to have a Shaheed Minar monument,
to commemorate the martyrs of the
1952 Language Movement, It's hardly
a surprise that Aziz organised the
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classes.”

"My son has learnt to draw land-
scapes,” says Taslima Khatun, the
guardian of another student, Farhad
Hossain. “He's become an expert in
painting natural scenery.”

The foundation provides students
with coloured pencils, chalk and art
paper, all the materials they need. Its
expenses are primarily covered by

The chairman of the local Hazrapur
union council Kabir Hossain mean-
while, describes Aziz as an energetic
entrepreneur. “He is loved by all for his
voluntary service over many years.”
The chairman adds that he has allotted
a solar panel to the art school which
will power two fans and eight lights.

During the year, the foundation is at
its busiest on national holidays includ-
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thinks little of his personal wellbeing.
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As a veteran artist he is by his own
admission not rich, yet the sprightly
octogenarian is perennially focused on

being of service to others. “l do it for | |
the country,” Aziz reiterates. "It's not o |
money that I seek.” g |

UNICEF Bangladesh.

unite for

children

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:

® This REOI for Prequalification is open to all construction companies regularly registered and
licensed to operate in Bangladesh.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (REOI)

For Prequalification of Contractors for Construction Works in Bangladesh

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) invites Expression of Interest for the pre-qualification of
Contractors for construction of UNICEF New Office in Dhaka (with 3 storeys + basement — total area =
55,000 square feet — including security amenities — landscaping).

® To become eligible, the candidates shall demonstrate to have: a minimum of 5 (five) years of
experience as a general contractor and successful completed at least 3 (three) contracts of a nature
and complexity comparable to the construction works required above.

®* (Companies doing business with the United Nations are required to register online with UN Global
Market (www.ungm.org) and accept and comply with the UN Contractor Code of Conduct
(https://'www.ungm.org/Public/CodeOfConduct).

THE PROCEDURE AND DEADLINE TO SUBMIT THE EOI:

® [nterested company that meet the eligibility requirements are encouraged to download and study
the Terms of Reference and to submit the fully completed Prequalification Forms available at
following web link: http://www.unicef.org/bangladesh/supply_4914.html, or to contact UNICEF
Supply Section at the email: supplybangladesh@unicef.org

® The Expression of Interest and accompanying documents should be submitted to: the Reception
Desk of UNICEF Office at the 4™ floor of BSL Office Complex, 1 Minto Road, Dhaka-1000, no later 2.
than: Wednesday, 27 December 2017 by 14:00 hours.

® The sealed package should be marked with the title “EOIl for Prequalification of Contractors for
Construction Works in Bangladesh” and addressed to the Chief, Supply & Procurement Section,

® Submissions received late may be rejected and returned unopened.

PLEASE NOTE FOLLOWING POINTS:

® This REOI does not constitute a solicitation. We do not require bids or proposals at this stage; we ® |
merely seek your Expression of Interest in participating in a tender.

® A response to this Request for Expression of Interest does not automatically ensure that you will be
selected to participate in the tender.

® UNICEF reserves the right to change or cancel the requirement at any time during the EOIl and/or
solicitation process. UNICEF also reserves the right to require compliance with additional
conditions as and when issuing the final tender document or to reject any/all EOl's without
assigning any reasons whatsoever.

e |[f you have any additional question about this EOIl, please send Queries to the email:
supplybangladesh @ unicef.org
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