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building a safer nation

LOWER COURT JUDGES

Anisul, Fakhrul
lock horns over

SC's authority

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court's power has not been curtailed rather
increased following the issuance of the gazette notification
determining the disciplinary rules for lower court judges,
Law Minister Anisul Huq said yesterday.

"It has been clearly stated in section 29 (2) of the disci-
plinary rules that if the proposal of the competent authority
|president] and the Supreme Court's advice are not the
same, the latter [SC advice| will get priority. It never hap-
pened in the past,” he said while talking to reporters at his
secretariat office.

However, BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir yesterday alleged that the government issued the
notification, keeping its control over the lower court as part
ofa "serious conspiracy”, UNB reports.

"We've struggled for a long time for independence of the

judiciary, and talked much about it ... Now they [govern-
ment| have taken the lower judiciary under the administra-

tion again,” he said while addressing a discussion at Dhaka
Reporters Unity.

The men in
the mist

Cattle farmers vigilant
as winter means
more robberies

MOSTAFA YOSUF, Cre

They come with the mist.

As the Aman harvesting
season ends, sprawling
empty fields dominate the
landscape. A descending
winter brings with it a cold,
forcing people indoors.

A vacant landscape and
the blanket of the fog act as
motivation for the men in
the mist. They come and
leave, often without being
noticed. But sometimes,
they rush.

The owners of dairy
farms around Chittagong
are forced to resist the temp-
tation of their warm blan-
kets as the sky darkens. They
stay awake during the cold,
keeping vigil so their cattle's
aren't stolen during the
dead of the night.

Robbers increasingly

target cattle farms during the
SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
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On Monday, the government issued the notification on
SEE PAGE 10 COL 3

Amid confetti showers, the Rangpur Riders players and officials celebrate with the trophy of the 5th BPL following ‘ PHOTO:
their 57-run victory over Dhaka Dynamites in the final at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium yesterday. FIROZ AHMED

Two killed in
(Gaza blast

Israel denies air
raid claim; clashes,

protests continue
AGENCIES

Tokyo metro tests app
for pregnant women

MAIL ONLINE

Pregnant women will be able to request a seat on
the Tokyo subway through a messaging app in a
trial designed to get the attention of passengers
who have their heads buried in smartphones.
The test will link women with 'supporters' who
have downloaded the app and alert them when
SEE PAGE 12 COL 6

Two Palestinian Islamic
Jihad militants riding on a
motorcycle in Gaza were
killed in an explosion on
Tuesday which the group
implied was caused by an
accidental detonation
during preparations for an
attack.

[srael's military denied
accounts by local residents
that the militants were
killed in an air strike.

Violence along the
[srael-Gaza border has
flared since US President
Donald Trump's recogni-
tion last week of Jerusalem
as Israel's capital and the
[sraeli military's demoli-
tion on Sunday of a cross-
border tunnel it said was
dug by Hamas, the Islamist

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Obaidur Rahman Khan
(16'" December 1942~9'" December 2017)

JUBORA]J

the lion dies

Obaidur Rahman Khan, who was beloved of everyone who knew him,
passed away on the 9th of December, 2017.

He was a man who lived firmly by his principles and weathered the
storms that came his way with dignity and grace. He was known for
his wit, his humour and his amiable personality which put everybody
at ease but above all, he is remembered as someone who was fair,
even handed and considerate.

Obaidur Rahman Khan was an exceptional son, brother, husband,
father and grandfather, who has left behind a host of loving friends
to mourn him. He will be sorely missed.

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Comilla

The ailing lion Juboraj of
Comilla Zoo died early
yvesterday after struggling

His Qulkhwani will be held at Gulshan Azad Mosque on Thursday the
14""of December 2017, after Maghrib prayers (5:30 PM). We el e otin S nn
request all family, friends and well-wishers to join the congregation. for years, icmdifg ——

-Mrs. Shahana Khan and Family officials. _
Sanjoy Kumar Bhowmic,

chief executive officer of
Comilla District Council,
said Juboraj had stopped
eating completely for the
last few days. He finally
breathed his last early
yesterday:.

A four-member medical
team was formed to carry
out the post mortem. The
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